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LETTER VI. 

MRS, DARNFOR«. IN CONTINUATION. 

HOW comes it, my dear friend, that, 
at firft fight of a perfoiij we receive 
Q favourable or unfavourable impreflion ? 
It is fometimes juft, but as often the con- 
trary : it ought not to be relied on. Yet, 
there is a fomething like intuition, which 
attrafts kindried minds, and repels dis- 
cordant ones, and which we cannot under- 
fland nor account for. 

It is certain, that I felt fomething re- 

# • 

p^lQvc from Lady Haughton and her 
Vol. II, A children, 
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children, and that this prefcnrimcnt was 
fully ju ft ified* 

.The young Jadies. had been under the 
tuition of a French gpyernefs, who had 
taught them airs an^ graces, felf-con- 
fidcnce and vanity j but they were igno* 
raat-pf thofe grace^ yirhicl^ attendjpn Virtqc 
and her pupils only. They had received no 
inftrudions relative to religion, or mo- 
rality: they were proud and conceited | 
full of remarks on the weakneflcs and im- 
perfcftions of others, entirely ignorant of 

their own. 

I behaved with all the politenefs I was 

miftrefs of to them, in hope to excite 

* ' " ' 

theirs in return j but it had no cfFefl:: my 

politenefs to them was their due, and a 

thing of courfe; but theirs to me was un* 

neccffary. I was a reduced pcrfon, and 

received wages for my attendance on ^ 

* 

them ', which made me a dependent, not 

rhuch above a fervant. 

Thefe 



S^H06* to* WfUbWS. f 

^' Thfife AingSh were mofre tmj)lied titan 
cxprcflcd ; dropt at times only,- but. lo^ 
^ to redder .k; inq>efl2ble co miftaice' cEeir 



meaning. 



. 1 ftro^e to merit their confidence^ before 
I Ihould deniaiKi it •, but they were ihy of^ 
conrerfing with nte : they would talk afide^ 
in a half whifper^ laugh and fneer amdng 
themfelves^ but feldom ^ow nie any Ihare 
of their conmfatjon. 

. At length, I told tfaem> it was reckoned 
a mark of ill-breeding, and defired them to' 
/prbeartt. 

V They did it fo. much tjie more, and in 

4eflaii^ ef r^. ' 

■• ' ■ - * . ♦ 

I read French with them: they could' 
chatter afwy among, themfelves ; but they 
IWQw.liJtJIf or mAh^ of thfi grammar^ 

tgre^ hiftory: dwgr objcfted^to it, as 

dull and dry^; ai^ only iit to let them 

afleoDw 

A a I propofcd 



,1 proppfcd the Spcdlators, They were 
only fit for childreh, .^ 

.Poetcy-sr-.moialky-r-fjirays, • ' Nothing 
plcafcd them. 

, r introduced the Theatre pf Education 
by Madame de Genlis. This was new, 
and they feemed to pay ibme; attentioa 
to it. 

The. fir ft pieces were for children only# 
I defired them to look out for one they 
liked^ add to tranflate it into EngliQi, 
Thev did not like the trouble of it, 

I mentioned this book to Lady Haugh- 
ton, fpokc highly oF it, and begged. her to 
ufe her influence with them, to oblige 
tjiieni xo read and tranflate it* 

She he^d me with indifference j fj^d^ 
flie could not infilt upon it, but would 
advife them to read it, if agreeable. Mifs » 
Morton, her niece, was in her fifteenth 
year j her daughters were in their four- 
teenth 
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• » " • 

tecnth and thirteenth. It was too late to 
treat them like children ; thougbj in know- 
ledge of every kind, they wferc as back* 
ward. 

« 

I recomnien3ed the other works of Ma- 
dame dc Genlis; the Tales of the Caftle, 
which Tgave to the young ladi^sj Ade- 
laide and Theodore, which I begged Lady 
Haughton to pttufe, as a fyftdrti of edu- 
cation. 

The young ladies were neither enter- 
taincd not improved : it (hewed them de- 
feas in themfelves, which they had no 
inclination t6 amend i it reproved their 
pfid^, vanity, and indolence. They were 
offended, and vented their fpleen knd ill- 
htrmour upon me. My lady thought the 

other work a very impertinent fatire upon 
parents and guardians. • ' • 

I Endeavoured to inflruft them in the 
outlines' of religion ahd morality, 'fhey 

A J cithei 



<dtber gaped over them, or eKe l»\hM 
ATukwfait^ I wa$ readmg, 
, I inti^i^ed book$ pC a ftrio^is kind;: 
Fordyce's Sermons to Yoiing Vfcmtnj; 
The Fathe![*s Legacy, bf Dr. Gregory j A 
-Father^s Inftruftionsj by Dr. Percivat^ 
Madame de Lambert's Advkr to a So« 
and Da\}jghcey s Mr6. Chapone*i& work% 
and fever^ others ; whh<^t 9^<cA* * r 
I thought it my duty to tell them theirs,; 
they only flouted me. 

** To what purpofe, ladies/* Aii^ If 
^ was I brought here, if you will flot 
fuffer me to be of any fervice to you ? I 
y ifti you would tell me what I can do to 

oblige you.** 

" Why, then. Madam," faid Mifs Mor* 
ton, " you muft do as Madcmoifcllc Bour- 
diere did with us. She did not teaze us 
with dry Icflbns of nriorality j but Ihe read 
\]s Vttle ftories, full of fun and humour i 

{he tranflat^d fome fhort things, and let us 

copy 
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<:opy them, to Ihcw my aimc and uncle, 
and their friends; ihe entered into all oOr 
little parties ; Hit played widi ub, danced 
And fung with dS', and always fpoke well of 
djs 5* (he taught us to make a little learhin^ 
go a great way, and to difplay whatvve dia 
1c now to advantage j fhe made us love her, 

, ■ > 

wad be Satisfied with oilrfelvfesv If you 
Wuld do fo, ■WB fliduld livfc well wTtn 

you.*' - . • ' 

* « Then; (ht Was iEKa'Sly like lidriha, 

r 

!n r^# ^^jJo/Z^i C/^Z/ii a'bofnedy thk'j will 

■ ' •» 

read to you, as a leflbn. But, ladies, I 

> 

cannot aft a^ flie did -, my principles for- 
bid it. I have undertaken an important 
charge, arid I am obliged to perform the 
duties of it.- I am accountable tp your 
friends, to youi. and to myfelf ; and I 
cannot be pleafcd with myfelf, if I do 
not. But, befidc, I have heard .Ma- 
demoifeUe was difcharged difgracefully 5 

is it true ?'* 

A 4 " Poor 
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" Poor Ma4emoifelle! ike hadalUtIc 
Misfortune." 

« That is, a littk child > is it not fo ?" 
. ** Surelvi Madam^ that is no bufinefs oi 
jrours ; and befide, you, that are (6 pcr&A, 
ihould be above fcandal." 

** TMt is no fcandal, that is known to 
every body ; but> letting the liifle xnisfor* 
tune adde^ iht waa a y^cry improper, periba 
to have the care of young ladies. Suffer 
me to read you a pretty' comedy of Ma- 
dame de Genlis^ in which you^ will hear 
ftich a pcrfon treated as fhc defcrves/' 

I read the Spoiled Child to them. 

They were fulien and gloomy. They 

• . . • » * 

could not have . any pleafure in fuch 
books as only ferved to point out to 
them all their faults* 

" If you will not hrar them, how can . 
you amend them ?'* 

They did not defire to hear of them". 
* " Then, I can be of no ufc to vou. I 

will 
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« 

Will talk with my ladjr, and 'tell her fo; 
for I cannbt take her money, and fofe m]^ 
own time, «o no purpofe." 
" Juft a$ you pleafe^ Mad^m i" ^ 
I had 9 converfatbo with L.ady Haugh** 
ton. She was not convinced of* the de-^ 
ficieocy ia the young people^'s education^ 
She faid, when girls were almbft grown 

tp the ftaturc' of women, • they Were no 

» 

longer to he treated as children ;* tEat her 
children were thought amiabfc and ac- ' 
eompKfhcd by as good judges as myfelf ;r 
and Ihc would not fxiScr them to be madfc 
unhappy >'in order -to teach dxem what they 
had no defire to learn. 

I afked, what fcmce I was to do them: 
inthisfittratioi? ? ■ < 

•♦' Why, 1 want- yofit ro fit •<Oitri 'them 
frhen I am otherwife engaged, and \fntfi 
their mafters attend them ; and, if Jou do 
not Kkt this, 'Mf^. Darnford, you .may 
lewi^my family wheftevtr you pieafe!.**' * 

^ ' A 5 y It 
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'f It, will be very ca/Vj^ Madam, to.fiucl 
a'perfon qualified for this ofEice; a fervant. 
may do it : but I, could not be fatisfied to 
receive a falary for doing nothing.'* 

" I acquit you of that; and I have no 

J- '. ' . • . ' i • • •■ 

dc fire to part, with you — But, do as you, 
picafe, Mrs. Darnford.** 
She left the room. 

I went^ the next nnorning, to my worthy 

< » • » 

friend a^d couniellor^ and told him all 
that had paffed.. He faid, thcfc were dif- 
agreeable circumftanccs ; but he advifed . 
me to bear with them tiU I could meet with 

* * ' « A * 

, - • ... * ' 

fof|)etbing,,nipre. eligible^.. w^ be would , 
be looking out for me in. tl|e mean tioie. 

The young ladies np longer fccpt any 
terms with me^ Authoriatd by my lady^ 
they tre^ed i|9^. with jnfolencf an4 coa- 

teoipr. , -, . . , 

J, no longer took any thought, for their . 
improvemppt^, but wajted with temti}fo» ,. 
paucncc.fojr rny rekafc* 
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• Str Gilbei-t Haughton was ab indflTcrn^ 
five> peaceable rtian ^ lan admire!^ of his. 
lady's wifdom : \Vh6 fubmiued quietly to- 
her govertmcnt ^ and, in return, (he fuf- 
fered him to enjoy the run of his owa' 
koufe- He appeared as the mafter of it 
whefi ffie received company ; and he 
aftually kepi the key of the cellar, and 
overlooked the butler. 

-' iHis converfetion was confined to* the 
wind and: 'the weather : I' fcarcely ever' 
heard him Ipeak upon any other fubjeA, any' 

fartliei* than an' affirmative, or a negative. 

"^ lid ' was (Jotiheous to every bod jr. He 
generally faluted me with civility; faying 
-^^^ A fin^day, Jdadam;'' cfr— .« An 
eafteriy v^ind; Mkdam/' &c; He feemed' 
t<> g(J beyort<P*hii^ufimM>oond$, when he' 
heard I was going to leave the family* ' ^ 

- I'feftd -anftwjred liitn in- his o^H way, aild 
patdi him-'-nioire ^tenttoa'-thawye iifu?aWy'» 

rec^veds-oii^ Lfuppoft^thatf flHk6^}mt}:^ 
: • A '6 When 



ifr sen oar: Fafc Widows. 

When the family met at dinner^ aifkr 
the ufual compliments oftheddy and the 
weather, Sir. Gilbert faid*-^*^ I hear you 
are going to leave us. Madam. I am very 
f^rry. for it/* • . 

I bowed> and was filent. 

My lady drew her tnouth on one fide.. 
The ybung ladies tofled their heads^ and ' ' 
fmiled fcornfoUy. 

Sir Gilbert faid-— " May I know the 
reafon, M^dam^ of your leaving ouf fa«^ 
raily ?** ^ 

I anfwcrcd-— ** Sir, it is becaufe the* 
yoopfi: ladies have op iarcber need of my 
afllftance/* 

My lady frowned—" You are very in* 
<piifitire» Sir Gilbert* What fignifies^ it 
t^ .yovy whether Mrs. Darn foird goes r 
ftiys Y' 

' «^ Nay, my lady, I eiily aflced the ques- 
tion' t I hope there is^ no- harm In that* 
Mrst Darnford i$ a very well-behaved wo- 
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maiii and I (hoold think fou woul*©ot 
get one morepropt r." 

. '« Surpriiing!—- How comt you to knov 
her quaHfications?**. 

" Not I, Madam: I don't pretend to, 
know any farther. qf pedple ttm^ thfir 
bchayiQur.*' ... 

.." WcIU then^*' (nd my lady, yith % 

jeering lai^h, ^' be pleafed iaOikno!W» theo»i 
Sir> that Mrs. Darnford chufes to leave us, 

and to go where her merit is better under- 

ftood/* 

•• Enough, my lady : I am farisfied.*^ 
The young ladies whifpered and girled 

all dinner-time. Every eye was upqn^ne; 

and I was glad to retire froo) theparlourt. 
' My worthy friend had.calkd in the* 

morning o£ thii daf , td ^ell 4nne of anothcar* 

lady who wanted a governefs far- her^ 

cbiklren* In confoquence c^i.whiirh, I. 

declared my. rdolmiofi of leaving LadjTt 

.' i though 
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though (he was lA^eneed by her childrov 
flie was difpleafed at my departure. 

I dragged. Qn diree miferabk months in 
this family^ with every external of what 
GOhtributes to eafe atid comfort, but wich« 
Ottt one -happy day* I had no fociety^ and 
was not permitted to converfe with myfelf^ 
Some dayH before I left it» I received the 
following lecteiw^^ 

> 

•' LORD A—— TO MRS. DARNFORIX 

«* Why, Madam> do you ftiil Bf 
me/ and rejc6t pay fecsrfcesil To whatcawfe 
muft I attribute your inflexibility? The* 
tjes . between Da/nford and yocr ate diC* 
folved, and nothing but ihadows remain^ 
to hinder our being unitcdinr the bonds of. 
afi iiuiiilbluble' friendihip i: yst ftitl yowr 
fiy me; and, in fb doiiig, own that yo»' 
fear me4 Thi9 fear loiuft inTeftlg^te : thci^' 
are two caofes from which it. may arife;,* 
dkhep you^hrate me iiK>t4 than ¥ik^, or- 

elfe 
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cJfc you love xfit^ or few: thtf you tmey 
love me. 

" Oh, that I dared to bdievethe latter! 
I will no longer bear this cruel fufpenfe \ X - 
will come to an explanation with pu«*^ ^ 

" That I have loved you laog^.ycSiri 
know too well ; other wife you cannot rc^' 
concile your behaviour to the rul^; of p(K» . 
litencfs, which you obiervc to every .bodjr.i 
but me, who would rifk every thing to . 
contribute to your happinefs. 

** You have fulfilled every duty to yoxlr 
httiband,. xtndcr the mod trying circxnrH ^ 
iUnees: what remains farther? I loved'* 
George Darnford \ he was a good-naturcdi > 
carelefs fellow, moft agreeable in company, 
and over a chearful glafs. ! tried to check. : 
hrs paflion for gamMg^ \ tri^ to^extrieate* 
him from the troubles he brought- upon '^ 
himfelf, but in viUn; ^ L followed him ¥^ith 
xny^/rien^ihip^ to xhe.laft^ and I paid thet.- 

la(J, dutis^to feWjmoOftrj^' , : • .,j > \ :^ 

"lam 
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"I am free to t)UTfue my Cwn views; 
you arc free alfo : but you have a proud 
and indomitable fpirit, that fpums the 
idea of an obligation. 

** Oh, but you cannot forgive nor forget 
rfy propofal in your hufband's life-time ? 
You admire the wifiiom and virtue of the 
old Romans; yet fome of them did fuch 
things. Cato> t-he auftere Cato, lent his ' 
'Wife to his friend Hortenfius, and- after* 
wards took her again* 

** We are no longer in this prtdicamcnt.^ 
I only npake this reference to the paft^ ta : 
induce, you to forgive^ and think nacnore < 
of it* ' 

" All times and people have had their 
prejudices : thefe have, in time, given way, 
and were fucceeded by new prejudices of - 
different kinds. - i . . 

*' From being over drift in their princJ- - 
pies, they have gone to the other extreme, 
and become too relaxed and profligate. In 

aU 
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aU moral objefts there are two extremcsj 
and there is alfo a medium. 

" A ftate of concubin^e Is by no 
means fo immoral or <iifgraccful as your 
very ftrift people reprcfent.it. 

'* The Book which you venerate, and J 
reipedi:, isof a more tolerating Q)irit in this 
particular. I forbear to produce inftances, 
but refer to your own memory arid obfer* 

a « 

vation. 

*^ And now. Madam, I will once more 
make yod a propofal, whj^ch I beg you .will 
honour with your ferious confiderafion ; 
and, when you have made Op your naind 
upon the fubjed, let me know your dctcfr 
mination. 

** I will fettle the farm in Eflex upon you 
and* your heirs, irrevocably: I bought it 
with this view, to reftore it to you whenr 
ever you would deign to accept it. The 
cottage Ihall be yours, and a pretty little 
parcel of land about It, lately purchafed; 

jwhich. 
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Ivhich, tbgetlier, make a fiarm fufficient to 
amufe and employ one who delights i* 
rural occupations. 

' *• 1?hcfe I mention a$ refourcc^ only in 
cafe of accidents^ and a barrier againft thb 
youl /end whom you have lately paid court 
to, While the arms of your friend were im« 
patient to recieive you, ana prOfeft yoi 
Trom his detfeftable approach. • 

** I invite you to (hare my fortime att4 
'my heart; to live where it pIcaISs you. If 
you chuFc to vifit the Continent, I will 
^tt6nd yoti td any paft of it. My hbufe iii 
town, either of my feats are at your fervicei 
vSl are yours;- and I am yours, when and 
where you chufe to command me. 

^* Come, Kofalindl Oh, come! for without thee 
•* What pleafure can the country hate for me ? 
<* Coine^Rofalind! Ohf come! my farm, my k'xntp 
** My tender flocks, my fields, and all, are thine/* 



€€ 



I chufe to explain myfelf fo, that we 
may fully underftand each other. I make 

no 



^ dark and obfoure f^omHca of futirte 
fecompcnce. 

" I Ihould not like to ^vse^myi nanie let 
At the top of A^lameotabkb^Uftd, &ewing 
how the bale man feduced the nymph ua* 
dcr promife of marriage. . . ^ 

•* I treat with you as a free woman; one 
who knows the worlds and lias feofe enough 

to defplie the cenfure of it^ and who lives 
to her own feelings. 

^* I do not exped you to be very explicit 
ia your anfwejc. Only iay— " IfiaiJ go to 
fhe 4:jottage in the month of M(pf^ and enj^ 
the beauties of the Springs' or, " I Jbcutd 
like to go to France,'' or " to Italy, i^' ofj 
any time and place where you cbufe tojpendiht 
fummer'' Only give me the bint I figh 
and long for, and I will fly to meet you 
with all the warmth and tendcrnefs of love 
and friend (hip. I am^ dear Madam^ 

<* Yours— all yours— and only yours, 

« A — r 

** Direft 
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** Direft four apfwcr to mc in town -, 

I Ihall not leave it till J hear from 

• you. Pray* do not confiili Couhfellor 

M ■, 'bat rtiake me your coun- 

fcllor/^ ' 

My anfwer will be the bcft comment 
upon this letter. I wrote rt at a leifure 
moment, in the morning, before I cazne to 
breakfaft — 

" MY LORD, 

" Irkw^omeh have been fo pecu- 
liarly circumftanced as I have. I have no 
friend to refer to in a cale 6f delicacy 5 f 
muft, therefore, fpeak for rhyfelf. 

** Your letter Is a matter- piece of art and 
fophiftry. t fhall anfwer it with fincerity 
and plain dealing, in order to put an end 
to all future correlpondence between us, 
once and for ever. 

^'' Your lordfhip nfiay think me preju- 
diced or precife, or whatever you pleafe> 

when 
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vfaen I declarcj that 1 wopl(},ra^cr fall into. 
ii)e arms of tht f(ndji^ you have ^cfcribed 
Pwirty^ than accept of a deliver^cc by 
indircA or dilhoneft ineans> fuch a$ are 
contrary to the principles I profds> which 
have hitherto been my guide and my coun* 
fcMors. 

*^ Left you fliould think your ai^uments 
tmaniwerable/ I will venture to reply to 
them : a pufF of wind is able to overthrow 
them« 

*^ The man, who could endeavour to 
feduce the wife of bis friends and to make 
l^r huA>and acceffary to her fcdu£tion> is 
the laft man I would chufe for my coun- 
fellor, friend, and prot^ftor* 

^^ You have taken ^up ai) ide4 in your 
defence that is falfe and groundlefs. 

" The Homans wfcre not ^ilty of fuch 
vile adions: they f effiediied the holyrite^ 
of marriage *, they divorced their wives for 
adultery^ and fometimes for a mere fufpi- 

cion 
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/6t6n of it, a^ m* tfte cafe oP Cafcftr'^s wife' 
]^ompc5d« <Jato tW Younger did not^ 
fend- -ffis wife upori the urgency of hig 
friend Hortcnfius: he divorced his wife, 
lWarc?a,*and (he was folcmn'ly married to* 
Hortchfiiis • fkr father Ph?Hp, and Cato, 
were prefent at the marriage, which was' 
Celebrated' with the confent of all parties. 
Gato did not receive Marcia again till' 
after the: death of hei* hufband'HertcAfius: 
then, indeed, he was re-married to hef ; Ke' 
put the higheft confidtrnce in her; he put 
his childrtft and •ftfrhily tinder her carej 

when he followed the palrty of Pbmpey, 

, ». 

andWent over to Africa. • 

" Pray obfervi, • that I do^ not dtfend* 
this aAion of Catfii^ti; I only put irupoh a 
fair bafis, according to the teftlmony oP 
Ftutarch and. odier hiflbritti^i Iti ifiis 
l?ght, it doef not htt* tW Iftiffi refertti^'^ 
Manceto any partof 'your 16rdi(feiVs co'n- 
dufti and I beg Aat you wfll infonir 

ft 

' ' yourfelf 



jpwkK better^ before you compare your 
ct^aradter with tba^ of Pa(Q. 

^* Youf appeal to the faciicd wriupgy 19^ 
ft ill lefs excufeable. 

^f You have not diftingujfhed between 
the Old and the New Teftament ; to con^ 
found them together aniweied your pur-; 
pofe better^ 

'^ The Mofaic law was local and tem- 
porary : that of the Gofpel* immutable and 
etcrmU calculated for all times^ and all; 
people* 

^^ The former allo^wd a plurality of 
^ivess as it has always, been cuftomary in 
the Eaftern countries;, but I never knew- 
that it allowed a wonMH to haye tn^ihuf* 
bands* I profefs thf religion of th« GofpeU . 
and hold myfelf fa^und to obr<;rve it's l^ws. , 
It fignUi^s npth^ng to . me what wa^ al- 
lowed by former legiflatprs;. I: fubmit to 
the laws of my own reVg^oHi. and my own . 

countryr. 

« I ani> 
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*^ I am, however, perfuaded, that if 
Cato had been born under the Chriftian 
cRfpenfation, he would have been a ftrid 
obfcrver of it's laws, 

** Thus far, my lord, in anfwer to your 
argument^. For the reft, I thank you for 
your^ generdus and charitable intentions 
towards me; which, I make no doubt, you 
think do me honour. 

" I forgive your prejudices, as I hope 
you will mine: but they are fo different, as 
to render it impoffible for us to live toge- 
ther ; and, had you really offered me your 
Imnd, with your heart and perfon, I could 
not have accepted it, 

• *^ I refpcft your fincerity, in diiHaining 
to raife expeftations you never intended to 
fulfil. I wifh all men, that hold your opi- 
nions, were as honeft in this refpeft. 

' ^' As I have fully made up my mind, 
and have taken my final refolution, to de- 
cline your lordihip's propofals, I beg that 

' • ' oUr 
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^ow ' cbrreljKjtiflcn'cc may here be con- 

^« I wife yonr lord(hip -every good la 
prefent and future ; and Temain» 

** Your moft humble fervant, 

*^F. D." 

1 did not fend this letter till the day I 

left Lady Haughton's, that my lord might 

have no clue to find me at my pew dcfti- 

nation. 

L^dy Haughton behaved with more po- 

litenefs the day I left her, than during the 
whole time I refided there : (he wiihed I 
could have made myfelf agreeable to her 
young people; (he believed they had been 
too much indulged by their late gover- 

nefs; but it was now too late to begin a 

' . . > , 
new method. She wilhcd me better fuc-^ 

cefs in future. 

** I {pent a few days with my friend 

Mr. M— — , before I went to my new ap* 

pointment, 
Voi. IL B During 
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During that time I heard a very indif- 
ferent charafter of Mrs, Ilford^ to i/vhom I 
was engaged. 

A lady, who vifited Mr. M— — •, told 
me Ihe was a very bad mother; that Ihe 
loved fomc of her children, and hated 
others; that (he was proud and ill-natured, 
envious and fpitcful; in fhort, that (he was 
a very difagrceable woman to live with, 

Mrs. Langfton did not fpare her,' nor, 
indeed, any body; for flie fcemed informed 
of every one's ill qualities, and made no 
fcruple to declare them# 

Mr. M advifed me not to go to 

Mrs. Ilford^s, but to wait for fomething 
more eligible. He faid, Mrs. Langfton 
faw a great deal of company, and might 
hear of another fituation. 

« 

I anfwered, that I had given my word, 

and would make the trial; I thought it 

could not be more difagreeable than that I 

had left. 

Mrs. 
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' Mrs. Langflan fiid, flic would be upon 
de look-out for mc ; arid, if flic heard of 
any thing more agreeable, flic wocild let 
me know* 

I have a good mind to give you a fliort 
flcetch of this lady's converfation. 

•* I like you well enough to endeavour 
to fervc you— but, good Lord! to fee what 
luck fome folks have! There was Sufan 

f 

Brittle — ^flie had finged the wiiigs of her 
eharafter, fpcnt the greateft part of her 
fortune, and was at her laft fliiftj when 
old Lady Bilfon loft her companion, and 
was feeking out for another. Mrs. Martlet 
goes and recommends Sukey, and cries 
her up for a nonpareil. Lady Bilfon took 
her without farther enquiry; Sukey put 
on airs of prudery and prc^cifenefs ; fol- 
lowed my lady to the Tabernacle; read 
books of theology to her all day; -watched 
with her all night when Ihe was fick j and 
pretended a great affcdtion for hen Be-^* 

Ba hold 
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bojd! ia. three ycjars tinjCt the old lady 
flcpt afide, and left Sufan three thoufand 
pounds^ and all her cloath3» lineD» and 
jewels. Well — there was poor Mrs. Pil- 
grim, as good a creature as ever lived, 
went from one place to another, and could 
find no reft for the fole of her foot, but 
was obliged to go and live in Wales^ and 
board for fifteen pounds a ycar.-r-Depend 
upon itj my dear, I will do alj I can to 
ferve you*, but luck is all: give us luck, 
and you may throw us into the fta.** 

" By your account,^'* feid Mr. M— r— , 
** the y oiuig woman earned her fortune hardly, 
enough', but I would not wifh my friend 
to facrifice to luck, as you call it. I would, 
have her exert her own merit and induftry,^ 
and rely upon God's blcffing upon them." 

** Well, and fo (he^fhoulJ, to be furcj 
but, in^ fpite of all her merit, and all your 
vifdom, there is IuqIi a thing as luck^ d^ 
pcnd upon it*". 

• There 
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There is a fpccimen of Mrs^Langfton 

•for you ! I Ihaft not let her fay any more 

at prefect i perhaps I may fpeak of her in 

future; 

I -went to Mrs-. Hford^s ^VItI^6ut any ex- 
pcflations; for 1 was out of luck, as Mrs. 

Langfton faid, and 1 had rcfolvcd not to 

pay court to Fortune. 

Mrs, Ilford was exaftly what flie was 
defcribed: (He was the nriother of fix chil- 
dren, all lovely and promifingj three of 
them fhe loved, and the other three (he 
difliked. 

Mr. Ilford was a plain, blunt man; with 
a good underftanding, very little culti- 
vated. He faw his wife's faults, and told 
her of them rudely, but he had no ma- 
lignity in him: with good-nature and 
courtefy, he might have been perfuadcd to 
any thing j but pecviDinefs and thwarting 
made him ten times worfc. 

With an boneft, worthy hufband, a plen- 
* • B 3 tiful 
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tiful fortune, fine children, and every 
thing that is wilhed and defired, Mrs.. 
Ilford was a mod unhappy woman. 

She was one of thofe wretched mortals 
that extra^ mifery out of every thing 
about them. 

She was dcfirous of giving her children 
a good education: they were handfome^ 
and amiable^ yet fhe was never fatisfied 
with them nor their doings -, Ihe fludied u> 
find faults in them. 

She was always changing her iervants; 
ibe put no confidence in them> and they 
had no affeftion for her. 

With all thefe miferies in her mind, I 
TtzWy believe, fhe meant to ad rightly; 
but her unfortunate temper call a (hade 
upon every thing; and (he thought (he was 
doing her duty, while Ibe was making her- 
felf miferable, and every one around her. 

The eldeft fon was at a public fchool: 
^ae of his' mother's cares was, left his mo- , 

rals 
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rals fhould be corrupMi ^nd In this there 
was fome reafon. 

The eldcft daughter was put under my 
ca»c: her mother thought I}cr, the fupcrior 
to tU the reft ia gcaius and abitilTes of 
every kind; but iil this ihe was miftakdn*. 

The fecond daughw was a fwctct^ ami- 
able girl i lovel/y mpdeft^ and ingenuous* 
She wasdifcouraged and deprefTed, in order 
to give confequence to the eldcr> and (he 
received many advantages from this dif- 
couragement. She was the dariing of all 

the family, l?ut the mother; who could not 
bear that flie (hould be diftinguilhed. 

The next child was a fon, a fine manly 
boy, rather rough in his temper, but of ^ 
docile and generous fpirit, that might be 
excited to do any thing by praife, but was 
hardened by undue punifliment. I defircd 

to have that child under rny care, as ,W|?jl 
as his fiflers. 

The.next was^a girl about four yeassi 

B 4 old ;, 
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old}, the youngfft a boy und^c tWo. Tfac 
cldeft daughter was juft tvpclvc years 
old. 

I put my popih into traiidng^, tried ebeir 
capacities^ md was^ plea&d «o find thef 
had been well initiated in their own lan^ 
guage» and were docile and agreeaUe in 
their dilpofitions^ I taught th^m. wit(i 
|yleafurey and piit'Mft;Barbauld*s I^efibnS^ 
into the handa of the Kttle girt. 

Mr. Ilford alked me^ what X thought 
of his children ? 

I fpoke of them as they dcfcrved ; and 
he Jicard me with great fatisfafSian. 

" You do not, then, find any of thera^ 
deficient in underftanding?''^ 

" Not in the leaft^ Sir; but I fliall be ft 
better jiKlge fome time hence." 

Mrs. Ilford had taken it into her head> 
that Mifs Anna, the fecond daughter, and 
James, the fecond fon, were inferior to all 

« 

the reft: this was the reafenof Mr. Uferd's 

enquiry. 
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enquiry, And I was foon perfei^If con- 
vinced of the contrary. 

When I had been a month in this family^ 
1 received the following letters,. The firft 
was from Lord A 

** MADAM^ 

" You are a proud, ungrateful, faucy 
woman, unworthy of my love or eftcemr 
I leave you to your fatej to that Poverty^ 
which you prefer to rny friendfhip. I hope^ 
and believe, you will one day repent of 
your behaviour to me, when youth and 
beauty are gone, and no man , will give 
himfelf any trouble about you: then you» 
may regret the friend that you have 
loft. I hav^ done with you for ever! 
Farewell ^, ..^ ,,, 

** P. S. I (hall leave London in a 
month. If you fhould repent of your 
behaviour within that time, you may 

let me know.*' 

B5 Th^ 
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Tlie fecond was from the youngefl; Mi& 



Haughton- 



^' MADAM, 

*' One of your late pupils is very 
defirous to alk your pardon> for her fhare 
of the impertinent treatment you met vritb 
at Lady Haughton's; and the more (he 
thinks^ the more (he is afhan^d of it. 

"^ Since you went away, I have read the 
firft volume of the Theatre of Education^ 
which you left behind you ; and I have re- 
ccived both pleafure and advantage from it^^ 

** I fhould take it as a very great fa- 
vour, if you will have, the goodncft to lend 
me the other volumes: I wilt take the 
grcateft care of them^ and return them- all 
together* 

" I have, in a manner, put myfelf to» 
fchool to thefe books, and hope to make 
fome amends for the time I have loft. 

^ I remember your inftruftions, and 

obfcrve 
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olferve them ai much as -is ,*„ «« 

*iutu as 'IS uj-my power, 

± am feaGble that we all wa«^ j l 

4t we aij wanted them, and 

• ni'gbt have improved by y«ur mm 
•ndaffiftance. M«ur company 

*' You muft know, Madam, that my 
eo.na and .^r were determined top:: 

f-demammanottotake,nothergoverrers. 
and they would never have far.' " 

if I had nn^ • • _. ^o^given me,. 

air other things, or elfe I was defi 
*ave behaved better to . ' ^"^""^"^ ^o 
« I will r ? • " '° ^^'-^^P^'Ss. 
^ will fend the perfon thJ, u ■ ' 

th , to-morrow at this time, and beg J, 
*JJ ifnd the. books by her if ^ 

;;;.7 win recommend fuch ^ ^ ''"^ 
think will be agreeable .n^ ^''^ 

°^^^ and I will r/ f ""^'■°^'°^ ^« 

" ^ ^g pardon. Madam r 



... aa 
©pinion. 
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Opinion of your goo3nefs, as to believe 
you will excufe it. I am. Madam, ' 

«* Yeur htJinble ferret, 

" Beli2a Haughtcw.'^ 

The third letter was from Betfey Moyle- 
The contents were to this effcft — That her 
mother, and all the family, rnified me yerjr 
much, ^d were very defirous to Hear of 
my health and lafetyj that they hoped I 
was fituated to my Kking, or elfe that I 
would come into their country again;, 
that her mother had lately met with an 
old friend, wha lived near the town of 

W J that ihe was informed they^ 

wanted a perfon of ability to open a fchool 
there ; that fuch an one, well recommended,, 
could not fail of fuceefs;^ that her mother 
had heard me wifli for fuch an employ- 
ment, and Ihe thought, perhaps,, this might 

fuit me. 

> 

She begged I would excufe the liberty^ 

and that I would anfwer her letter. I re-* 

* folvcd 
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fblved to confidcr this propofal ^eH tcfotc 
I replied to it. 

I wroti an anfwcr to Bdl 'Hawghton^s 
letter. Her tneflcnger called the next day, 
and I fent it with che books, as dcfircd— 






DEAK YOUNG LADY, 

« Iy gjy^s fpc yg].y great pleafure to 
knowj. that (be time I fpent at the houfe 
of your parents, was not wholly loft$ thtf 
you have remembered niy inftruAions, 
and have, taken the gcneropsrefolution to 
finilh your own education. I ihall be 
happy to do every thing in my power to^ 
aflBft yo'urHudies fof this laudable pur- 
pofe. I fend the remaininjg volunf>es of 
the Theatre of Education; and requeft your 
acceptance of the whole fet, as a token of 
friendlhip arid rcmencibrancc : and I will 

• < 

give you a Uft of baoksj^ fuch as may he 
of ufe to. you. 

. ** Be aflured that I have forgiven> and 
almoft forgotten, all the difagreeable things 

that 
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that pafled at your houfe: it is to theno- 
felves that your friends have done the 
grcatcfl: injury, and I wi(h them to repair 
it a& you have done. I am, dear young 
lady, your affc<5lionatc friend and fervant,. 

** F. Darn FOR dV 



, i *m ■ wif 



LIST OF BOOKS. 

Madatne de Lambert's Advice to a Son anC 

Daughter* 
Mrs. Chapone^s Worts. 
Mrs. H, More's Sacred Dramas^ and Search after 

Hsrpptnefs. 
A Father's Legacy. By Dr. Gregory* 
A Father's InftruiSkiens. By Dr. FercivaL 
,The Ladijes Preceptor. 
The Geographfcal Grammar. 
A Short Hiftory of England. QucftronandAn(we/.. 
A Roman Hiftory.. By Goldfmith«. 
A Grcci^;! Hiftory. By the Same 
Theatre of Education.. By Madame de Genh's.. 
Tales of the Caftfe. By the Same*. 
Fordyce's Sermons to Young Wotaen*. 
Malbn on Self-Kuowiedge. 
Moore's Fables for the Female Sex. 

Cotton'i 
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Cotton's Viiions. 

Telemachus, in French. 

Cyrus, in French. 

Spedators, well trahflated into French. 

Stcfed Hiflory, feleded from the Scriptures. By 

Mrs. Trimmer. 
The Bible — A Chapter every Day. 
The Guardian. 

The Rambler. By Dr. Jobnfon. 
The Adventurer. By Dr. Hawkefwortb. 
The Idler. By Dr. Johnfon. 
SpciSacIe de la Nature.^ 
Mrs; Carter's Poems. 



The firft month I fpent at Mr. Ilford's 
rolled away finootMy. The fccond, nc^ £0 
well. The third, Mrs. Ilford began to 
vent her ill huniours upon me. I loved 
the children; they began to improve under 
my tuition : I took pleafure in their com- 
pany ; I hoped they would repay my cares, 
and that even their mother would be fatis^ 
fied with them. 

Mrs. Ilford generally found fault with' 

them 
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thcm^the whole time fhe ftaid in the room^ 
If fhe could not fee any thing in their be- 
haviour^ their cloaths bore the blame — a 
ipot on James's deaths, Anna had dirtied 
her frock> Ellen trod her fhoe afide. 

I heard her with the greateft compofurc^ 
Even tins difpleafed her: I did not pay re- 
gard enough to what fhe faid« 

I anfweredy that I bad fo high an opinion 
of her good fenfe, that,, when her children 
were good in material points, (he would not 
mind trifles. 

" What, then, Madam, do yoirrhint 
they are without faults ?*' 

*< I think pobody is happier in promifing; 
children than you are. Madam. There is- 
not one among them of which I Ihould not 
be proud to be the mother." 

The children fmiled upon me-„ the mo- 
ther pouted, and left the room. 

Another time, when fhe was making: 

comparifons in favour of thofe to whom Ihe 

was partial, I would not allow of them. 

Did 



. lEM I fee ik> difiiiMce among themt 
Were diey ill esiidly ai'ikc I 

^* No, Madam J I do make fomc diftiric- 
ttens s I ^tbitik Miis lffot*d* fomctimcs wants 
tt' cheeky' afad 'Mils Anna wants cnconrage- 
fttcnti tut that botliof them will, under 
proper government, be good and amiable.** 

**^ So,Madam> you make a point of cofr* 
^raSiSfing'^ytrJ^ ittiftg I iadvanec, in order 
to ftiew your fupcrior judgment ! I ought 
4x} know my own children beft; what 
fhould Kinder nic ?'.* 

" Partiality blinds you^ Madam. I am 

4mpartial, land will endeavoi^ to do my 4uty 
to all of them/' 

** Do you dare to tell mc that I am 

■ ■ < > ■ • 

partial?'* 

" Y^Sj Mad^m, I,dar€ : I heard fo be- 
fore I came hither; but you have fenfe.to 
xorredt yourfclf,.othecwifeI would not take 
this liberty. When you reflcft i4pon the 
co^ifequcnccs of letting this appear to tht 

children. 
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chiWuen* I hope and truft you wHl excufe 
me, and be convinced of rtly fincere ac* 
tachmcnt to all nay pupils.** - —• 

She flew into a paffion^ ^ apd faid fome 
rude things. I was calm, and made n^ 
reply. She recollcfted hcrfclf, grew cooler^ 
and faid, if (he muft-not fpeakof the faults 
of her children^ ihe muft get a goverAeis 
who knew the re;^e£t that was due to their 

mother. : 

I bowed — " Whenever you pleafe, Ma> 
dam, if you cannot bear with my fincerity..*' 

She left me in anger. 

« 

When we met at dinner, I behaved as 
ufual J and (he recovered herfelf enough to 

r 

treat me with civiKty ; and, befide, ihe 

* » 

did not wifli that her hu/band flionld take 

cognizance of the matter, well knowing 
he would decide againft her. 

Som'e time after, I made James read be- 
fore his parents. 

Mr. 



ICHOOL FOR WIDOWS. 47 

Mr. Ilford cook hitn in his arips/pfai&d 
and cijrdred him. 

** You arc very much improved, my 
boy 'J and are greatly obliged to your 
governefs." 

*' Yes, papa, lb I am, becaufe fhe loves 
me, and fpeaks kind words to me^ and 
then I ftrive all I can to do better.'* 

" There, Madam, do you hear tbat?"^ 

Mrs. Ilford frowned^ and looked an«> 
grily at me, . 

" What, then," faid her hu/band, '' arc 
you tony that your fon is improved? I 
fuppofe you are, by your behaviour to 
Mrs. Darnford. — Well, then, Madam, I 
thank you for us both, and am delighted 
that my boy does fo well.** 

I took the children away, and left the 
parents to finifti the fccne. 

Mr. Ilford fpoke the truth. His wife 
was really difpleafed at the improvements 
of thafe children flic did not loye. She 

wanted 



^ SCHOOL FOR WIDOWS* 

"wanted the others co fiirpsft them in all 
things ) andj though they did W€U» that 
was not fufiici^nt. She accufed me of 
.putting them backward^ and the Qtbers 
forward. She was unreafonable and uDJuft» 
She made my duty uneafy to me<; atKi I 
began to think of leaving her; yet my 
love for the children made me unwilling 
to part with ihemu 

I fometimies dined with Mr. M-r-~» oa 
a Sunday. He was one of thofe oid« 
falhloned Itien Who dine early on that 
day, that their fervants may attend th« 
'public worfhip of God, thinking their 
obedience to his Uws the beft fecurity for 
thofe duties they owed to their maftcrs. 
This fuited me alfo ; for I held the fame 
opinions with him. 

One day, I met Mrs. Langfton there; 
and (he was curious to know how I went 
on with Mrs. Uford. She thought 1 ftaid 
longer tli:an ihc cxpeftcd* I told her, I 

ha.d 
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liad fo6p^ tbovghts of leavbg bcr^ a&d en« 
q4|ire4 whietber ihe ktiev of Any thing; 
more eligible for inc. 

*' Why> ye9» I have heard of federal; 
kv^t I do not know whether they wXi 
fiiit you. There is old Mrs. Batfoh wants 
a companion ; and there ia Mrs. Oumiyi 
wanes a governeis for her daughters. I 
will enquire farther, before I recommend 
them to you, child. My maid is very in- 
telligent : flie finds out people's charaftcrs; 
ihe knows Mrs, Gumly's iervant; fhe 
Ihall fift her well ; and I will let you know 
the refult as fi>on as I can/' 

When Mrs^ Langfton was gone, I faid 
to Mr. M-~^ *' I would give ((!m^ 
thing, Sir, to know your opinion of thai 
Jady." 

" Why, Madarp, it i^ oot v^ry different 
from your own : but I find her of as much 
ufe as a newfpaper; (he kppws fvery 
body, and every thit^ : Spmetimes I want 

information^ 
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kiformatiooi ami (he gives it me : how Que 
^u k^ I knew not i but I feldom mifs of 
obtaining from her the lights that I want 
relative to names, families, and charafters. 
She;has fomc good qualities, and has <lone 
fcrvice by her recommendations. She is a 
kind of nomenclator ; and I refer to her 
as I do to the Red-book." 

*' Do you think fhe is likely to be of 
any fervice to me. Sir ?" 

" Not unlikely. Come and dine with 
me next Sunday; and you fhall hear what 
flie fays,'* 

In the courfe of the week following, 
Mrs. Ilford had tcazed me .almoft out of 
patience. She wanted to get rid of me, 
but wiflied the motion to come from me. 
She found that Mr. Ilfbrd had a good 
opinion of me, and was pleafed with the 
children's improvements; If fliedifmiiTed 
me, he would not fail to blame her ; but^ 
if I dcfircd to leave the familv, fhe 

fancied 
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fiUKJed (be €ould tura the bboie upon 
me* The poor woman took more pain$ 
to do wrongs than il would have coil her 
to do right. 

The iicxt SHnday^'I met:Mrs.Lang{ton 
again at Mr^M — ^^s. After the cafto^ 
mary greeting, (he took up the thread of 
her difcourfe, arid run it off till Ihe caine 
to the end of the clue— • 

*' Well, my dear, I have been very di- 
ligent in making enquiries upon your 
account. I will begin with Mrs. Batfon. 
She is old, and rich : fo far is very well j 
but then, fee is as covetous as Old Elwes. 
She loves nobody but herfelf : yet (he 
loves good living, but will not let others 
have their fharc. She has fometimcs a 
chicken, or a bit of filh ; a fingle foie, or 
a flat fifh of any kind ; or half a pound 
of falmon, or any thing that is nice. Now, 
I will tell you the reft of her eflablifh- 

meat— *She keeps three maid-fervants, and 

two 



fjivo nsm^. but;theiaia<fltoijDi natboanf* 
vagqs^ and ^liiPts ( mUk^t bia fymilf. 9lUl 
buys a quarts o£ mvKtatireiretf wedc^ aiid 
has it cut auc iato pieces as it is Vantcd i 
for^tbcy li^ upon mjatton atid mutton 
through the year. Sht has a large fid^ 
'bodrd of oid-£|fiiioned plate, which, is fet 
out every day, as if for a feaft^ but it 
fcrvcs only to put you in mind of good 

dinner0y and' create ^n appeirite, without 
gratifying it. I dln^ with her oqe d$y, t0 
meet a relation of us bptli : there were 

• » • • * 

four of usj ^d I will teli you oqr dinner. 
At the tjpp^ a pair of folefrr-«-fnaaU ones they 
svcre.too; atthebpttom, a whole loin of 
mutton ; on one Iidegi three fcoUop-ihelli 
of potatoes, beat up with, milki on the 
oi;her, an ordinary ric^rpudiiing. After 
dinper, f hf ec b9ttles w^Q fc^ ^« the ta^lej 
pni? wa^ Madeira, the'/ifeond Port, the 
third raifio-win^, ra^dfi* at; hornet. Wheo 
(b^ k' a^PfiC with heir oompanian, (he 
' . drinks 
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Stales a pint of Mtddra to her Own fliaret 
and the comptnion drinks two gfaflcs of 
raiiin-wiaerwhu^h, I daro fay, is not a*bic 
too good/' 

. Mr. M— laughed—*^ Where do you 
get intelligence of all thcfe minutU T* 

^ No matter where: 1 warrant them 
true. I have not done yet. Mrs. Batfod 
has a tolerable piece of ground, for a 

t 9 

London garden. It is divided into two 
large 'beds, and a gravel-walk between 
them : one is full of cabbages, the other 
of potatoes •, the borders are full of pot- 
herbs and onions. There is always cither 
a large cabbage, or a di(h of potatoes, at 
her table, to eke otjt the mutton ; and the 
fcrvants arc not ftinted in thefc articles. " \( 
Ac leaves any thing of the top difh, Ihe 
gives it the companion ; but Ihe mull 
not afk for it.*' 

** Enough, enough of Mrs. Batfon !" 
Vol. IL C ftt^ 
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fafi»'Wfc MU— — . : ^< let us heaf ao fnort 

of her/'" ^ 

J '" Yes, one trartt mone, «nd I have done ; 

ihe expefts her companion to fit with her 
all day, and to read her ta deep ar night/' 
" Now J fay enough, too/* faid I. ' *^ I 
Vill not be M«..BtatfoR*s cpn^panion, I 
cannot bear to have my reft broken : th^ 

• • • * • 

vexations of the day are fu^Ecient forme/' 
" Well, I thought fo/' faid Mrs. Lang- 
fton, " The poor girj that has left her, tjs 
quite worn out, and finking under it* For 
all this fcrvice, ihe gave her thirty guineas 
a year; and (he -paid for her wafhing o\|{ 
of it, 

. " I have got apother charafier for yo\|, 
. as good as Mrs. Batfon/* . 

" Referve it, then, till. after dinner/* 

faid Mr. M — r- : '■ it is ready by ft>y 

« 

watch/* He led us into the dining-paj:- 
lour, and poftponed our fubjeft till tea-. 

, lime. 

When 
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-' . Whenwt returned iato the dniviig* 
room, Mr. M— — - faid~** Come, M4- 
.dam, gwc us y^ur other charadlcr ; but, 
.{)ray» make k as brief as you can^" 

*' Well, fo I do always : I love brevity 

;^6 much #B any body« Mrs. Gumly is the 

<wife of. .a cheefemooger J not one of your 

i<ip^tap:folksi, but a retail-dealer ia butter 

(and ichcde.** 

Mr. M- laughed—'^ Well faid. Ma- 

dam Brevity V* 

^^ She had a few hundreds to her for- 
..tune, which made her hufband's outfcr. 
^;She bad an only brother, who went with a 
merchant abroad into Spain. He had abi- 
liti€;s for . l^qfinefs ; and behaved fo well, 
chat he fucceedcd his mafter, acquired a 
great fortune, died a bachelor, and left it 
to his filter, Mrs, Gumly. There i? a 
ftory told briefly, I hope !*' 

" Very much fo. Madam !— Proceed/' 
" This great fortune overwhelmed Mrs. 

C 2 Gumly; 
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'Giimlf ^, and, as it came by her, fte took 
'the lead, and the good"maD, her hufband, 
•marched under Her comiflkndl - They dif. 
pofed of the (hop immediately, hired a 
houfc at the weft end of the town, bought 
a villa in the environs, and Kted among 
the gentry. This good tb'uple'^hWre'two 
fens, and three daughters. The eldeft'fcJiT 
is fcnt over to Spain, to fettle his uncle-s 
affairs ; and with him a very clever young 
man, who underftands bufinefs of* i^vety 
kind. The youth is thrown among meii^ 
arid ftands a chance to be one. The 
father does not want icnfe, and has judged 
rightly with regard to his fon. There at'c 
three tall, gawky grrls, whom thernothfer 
wants to have qualified for the newTocicty 
they are to appear, in/ The cldeft is full 
ifixteen years old, ignorant^ ^^ukward^ 9IH1 
vulgar. Mrs. Gumly hsld (hoiights ^f 
fending them to fchooi ; but the girls 
cried, and begged they might not go* . She 

was 



u adyiiied to take a gentlewoman into her 
family, tp, iaftruft the young ladies in all, 
tji^ fornqs of polite life; and ihe thinks 
this ihp onljr knowledge worth acquiring., 
Mrs. Giwply thinks fortune is giyen peoplC; 
in or^er tq cnjpy all the comforts and con- 
ve/iienqics of life ; ari^ this, (he believes, 
qfin$fl;% in fiae cloaths, goqd cqtmg ^ 
dkiakiogp SKe keep^ in oyer-pknpfuir 
tahle, Joackd with daimie^ of every kiod, 
good wines and liq^uors fif all kinds -, and 
thinks herielf honoured, if the neighbour* 
ing gtntry will partjdce of them. She ad-* 
mits no tra^efmen's wives into her houfe t 
they muft btb^m gentry i to be worthy of 
her notice* A per£in of .quality (ran^orts 
her ; . aad ! (he is ready to fall down and 
wor(hip ' titles^ pomp, and fortune. , Tlw 
hu(band infifis upon being hen deiKrard^ 
tnd keeping an accoonc of their tacomc * 
and ex^ences. By this {)rudent poadufi^ 
be wilt hinder her from ottC^uniMag cheir 

C J fortune : 
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fbrtune : but fhe gives dinners and ibpperaT 
continually; and there arc always people- 
ready to run after her, and to flatter her 
vanity. She wants a perfoni as I have 
told you, to educate the young ladies, her 
daughters. — Now, my good Mrs. Darn- 
ford, what think you of this office ? I be- 
lieve I have intereft fufficient to introduce 
you, and get you accepted. You would 
live a life of eafe and plenty; and, I be- 
fieve, (he would be eafily fatisfied/' 

" I confefs, Madam, that thefe advan- 
tages have no temptations for me* I wifh 
the lady I am. to fervc, to be a judge of the 
duties of my office, and an eye-witnefs erf" 
the manner in which they are difchargcd* 
Ignorant people neither praife nor bjame 
in the right place:, it gives one neither 
credit nor fati$faaion to fcrve them.'^ 

«' Give me leave to fay, you are yerjr 
difficult. Madam. There are many people 
would catch at this laft offer. Ypu might 

d0 



4a a^ you pleafed ; and, by 2 little addref% 
you might govern ^© whole family of 

Gumly/'' 

*' To. ihofc[ who wilh to m^e advan- 
tage of the vanities and follies of others^ 
fuch a fituation might be defirable ; but I 
could not excufc myfclf for ufipg ' fuch 
ineans of advanceo^ent**^ 

" You are too fcrupulous. Half th^ 
tvorld live by the vanities, follies, and arti- 
ficial wantSy of others." 

•* That is true, indeed," faid Mr. 

. . ...... 

M " Mrs. Langfton . fpcaks like 

an Oracle.*' 

** Would you. Sir, advife me to purfuc 
this kind of conduit?" 

" Not if you mean to lay your fins at 
my door : I have enough of my owf\ to 
anfwer for. Don't fay, I advifed you to 
aft thus," 

" Then, I am anfwered. I have a good 
mind to lay before you a propofal that has 

C 4 been 



Jxcn made to me iaftely 5 wHich I have a 
greater inclination towards than any of 
thofc you have heard/* 

" Conae, tell us, thet! : I ^jke to ice the 
workings of your owa honeft mind/* 

*^ I am invited to open a fchool in 4 
finall country town> or perhaps in a vil- 
lage near it> where fuch a thing is mucli 
Vanted,*' 

" I do not cotifent," faid Mr. M— — , 
«< to your running any hazard. Keep to- 
gether the money you have got, and try to 
increafc it." 

" I think," faid Mrs, Langfton, '^ it 
Vould be defcending too much. Surely, 
your prefent is a much* gentccler employ- 
tuent." 

" I had rather enjoy the comforts of 
life, than the vanities. I am tired of your 
genteel people : and think, by defcending 
a ftep lower, I (hall keep better company ; 
that is, more rational people, who will be 

more 



more likelf to. do me juftice. I hwwt had 
no focxcty, oo comcnunkation of miiid ^ 
mind, (ince I came laft to Liondon# - 
^^ Lady ^aughton was too pr^ud to 

converfe with me^ her children fcoiied at 
and ridiculed me. Mnilford I muft not 
converfe widi, left his wife (hould be angry 
with me for loving his children. 'Mrs.; 
nford diflikes me^ becaufe .1 am not par^ 
tial, like herielf. Mrs. Langfton has given 
n>e fuch information as is equal to an 
a&oal tri|d of the two families ihe has 
defcribcd. I am very much obliged to 
lv:r3 as much as if I had made. the ex* 
periment. 

** I read Shcnftone's School-miftrcft. 
lately, and thought I coiijd be contented 
to be like the good dame he defcribes : 
%Kely, k : is better tthaaco be a 1kv« to the 
Immonrs and/foflies of dhafe in higher lifer;- 
I never was ambitious, an^ ana now fick of- 
► - C 5 • -^ the 



the gaudy vanities iand luxuries yvhich' are 
coveted by the many/' ,; . 

'* I horu>ur your V4ttue^;*but I think 
you- are t6o hbnflble. You arc too young 
to give up the <7drldais yet ; try it a little 
longer ; perhaps it may have fome good in 
ftore for you, to make amends for the 
paftr 

•' Aye, do, my dear,** faid Mrs. Lang- 

fton; ** wait a little longer, before you give 
up the town and the world, as Mr. M ■ 

fays. I will look farther, and try what I 
can do for you.'* 

'* I thank you. Madam: I am much 
obliged for your endeavours to fervc me j 
and I will wait till I hear what your en- 
quiries will produce." 

Thus far my journal goes. The reft of 

our converfation, I fuppofcj was common, 

and uninterefting, 

Mr«. 
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Mrs. Langfton was flirewd and pene- 
trating. She had a knack at painting 
chara&ersj and gave a perfcft idea of the 
perfon^ ihe defcribed. She knew a good 
deal of the worlds and wa$ too compliahl^ 
wkh the ways of ^t : but (he had {ovop 
good qualities .; and, where {he liked^ (be 
was fincere : ihe was as fevere to thofe Ihc 
difliked^ and they were the greater j>art of 
the world. 

Mrs. Ilford Ibewed her bad tennper more 
and more: but I refolved to wait till I 
fhould hear from Mrs. Langjdon \ and, if 
(he gave me no hope of a more eligible 
fituation, to try what the country would 
do for me ; and ^this was always my fa^ 
vouritc fchen^. 

In a few days, I received a. billet from 
,Mrft. Langftoj), as follows*^ 

C 6 « DiA» 
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*^ D£AR MAI^AMj 

■ « 

*^ L AD V Mary Cannack drinks isea 
with me nea:c Thurfday. I delire you will 
meet her. Sht wants a governcfs fw her 
two mecesj of whom I ihall foon know 
more. She is f^d to be proud and, ftately^ 
but has ibme good qualities. She is ge- 
nerocffi to indigent gentry, but has no cha- 
rity for plebeians. She has heard a good 
report of you, and is defirous to know 

ft 

you. Pray, do not feal up your lips before 
you XQme'j but fpeak, that Ihc may y?^ 
•you, as one of the philofoj^ers fard: I 
' forget his name« Believe me always 

. «^ Your fincere friend and fcrvant, 

" E. Lancston.'* 

Mrs. Ilford now began to play the ty- 
rant : fhe teazed mt incefTantly ; fhe fcru- 

^led my going to Mrs. Langfton's for an 

hour 
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hour or two. I told her, (he muft look 
out for another governcfs, for that my 
patience was exhauGboct 

She was furprized ^ my finoerfty.*— 
<• You reckon yourfeff well-bred, Ma- 
dam : you give me fuch proofs as I did 

not expert. " 

^* I am forry, Madam, to be obliged to 
Ipeak fo plainly. It is painful to me to 
fay difagreeable things; therefore I cannot 
contend with thofe to whom it gives plea* 
fure." 

** Meaning me, I fuppofe ? — More 
proofs of your good-breedingi*' 

*' Good -breeding muft give way to 
truth. Madam. I with you may meet 
with a perfon endowed with many more 
requifites than I poflefs, and that your 
treatment may equal her merit i and then 
you may be happy together. Adieu, Ma- 
dam : I am going to Mrs. Langfton's, and 

will 
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will com€ back as foon as I can conve^ 
ftiently." 

1 curtfied to her, and left the room. 

Lady Mary :was all, and more than all, 
I had heard. She uttered her opinions 
freejy, and wondered that people could tie 
found that differed from them. She 
thought kings fhould be under no con- 
;troul, and fubjefts were born to fubmit to 
every tax and opprcffion that could be 
laid upon tKem. In like manner, this fine 
doftrine was to defcend, in gradation, to 
all the different ranks and degrees i every 
different one was to be kept within certain 
limits, which they were not to pafs on any 
account. The nobility were a kind of 
demi-gods, who were to be worfhipped by 
all the inferior ranks: the gentry to exert 
their fuperiority over their inferiors. 
Tradefmen were to be kept at an awful 
diftance* Mechanics and fervants were 

ufeful 
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iifeful in their placcsi which, in her fyfteift, 
Avere but little above the quadrupeds of 
the earth. The greateft crime, in her dli- 
li^gtton, was for, die nobility and gentry to 
ioicrrharry with thojfe of rfic lower orders^ 
and (he- /did not think even wealth a fuffi^ 
cient excufe for fuch degradation. She 
thought, the contmion people were either 
rogues, cheats, ox/ools;. aad aAually ftid, 
that fcrvants in general were without com- 
mon fenfe. 

Mrs, Langfton caft many arch looks at 
me, and made figns for me to reply. 
• Lady Mary applied hcrfelf to me, and 
feemed to expedt my aflent to all that flic 
had faid. - 

« Come/' faid Mrs. Langfton> " let us 
hear your opinion i I guefs that it is not 
the fame as Lady Mary's, and therefore 
you arc backward to declare it.*' 

" You guefs truly, Ivjadam,'* faid I: 
V but I do not Wifli to obtrude my opi- 
nions 
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Ckions ifli coiuradiftion to her ladyihip's^ I 
am content to wear tbcm in my ova 
hoCom" 

•« Oh, but I cxpcd you to anf^er mc/' 
faid Lady Mary: <* for I think all the re* 
gulatioDj and the conduA, and the pro* 
priety* of life, depend upon ob&rving 
thefe ftibordination$ s suid, therefore, I 
ihould like to hear what can be faid 
againft thera." 

^^ I do not prefume to ipeak againft 
them," faid I; " but I (hould wiih to pre- 
fenre a diftinflion that is fuperior to them* 
Degrees: of fubordination arc neccffaryj I 
Idok upon them as fuch: but there arc 
degrees of merit in every one of tlicfci 
tb^ arc fupjcrior to every ^temporary 
diftinfliony. Tiie gifts . of God . avc im-^ 
partial and univerfah Beauty;, ftrength^ 
underftanding, tvtry endowment that i$ 

{ruly valuable and refpedable, are dif*' 
penfcd equally ^ all raiiki and degrees of 

men. 
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l»en» Merit is not limiled M any fet of 
people, but is to be found every whep^ 
When I confidcr thcfc truths, I learn to 
love. and refpejft my feUovr-^creiiures-, not 
siecording to their birth, fortune, op ftatioii 
in life, but according to their degree c£ 
virtue and merit. There i& a gentry, and 
ft nobility, of God Almighty's makings 
mid ito them I how down^ and cdnfe6 xny 
inferiority: while to the temporiu-y difc 
tindions of men I pay only the exterhal 
marks of refpeft, for the firfl; I refenit 
the homage of my heart. It is h»€ our 
virtue- that gives us thefe temporary dif» 
tindions; it is not our fault to be vithoiSft 
them: they ferve, however, as a criterion ^ 
of the hearts of thofe whopofTcfs them^ 
and prove whether they are worthy^ df 
them, by the ufe they make of them to^ 
wards thofe above and beloW them; and 
they arc accountable for them both to God 
and to men/' 
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" Wc have got Of philofopher, Wrfo 
Langfton. She fpeahs weH, afid th^re if 
ibmcthiiig iR what (be fiys; but n&ching 
that can let afide the diftioftioas df ho^ 

•aur and gicm\\i%y, and rrgulatioii ao^ 
propriety.'* 

^^ I do not *wiih^ Madam^ to fet thena 
afidei I :ont7 wtfli peopla to mal^ a rigfac 

tife of them, and not to efl^imate them 
above their value.** 

. ^^ Education makes the grecM: dffttnc<« 
tion: I hope you give that itV juft 
•yaluer* 

. ^' I do. Madam: but here I make a 

-great diftin&icm between external and or- 

nsftnental accomplilhments^ and internal 

xjuaUties^ which may be called the educa* 

'don of the mind. The firft are by no 

means to be negledbed ; but to the (econd 

the chief attention ihould be paid/.' 

^f You fecm to fet but little value upon 

the firfti which fliews the difference be- 
tween 
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tween people of birth aiid bfeedingy and 
their inferiors." ' .« 

• " There your ladyfliip is right* , Thefe, 
indeed, are the' cJhicf diftinftioAs : for ha*-» 
Qfian crisatures are made of the iadie niate-^ 
rials; they come all alike from the hand 
ofrtheCrpator,. and are formed to maimers 
and cbaraderS)' h^ ^h^ yarioujs methods of 
education^ .and the enitnpiea of thofe . wi(I^ 
whom they lire.? 

- " So,:Madam, you arc^ then, arlereUerl 
Ail^ liumah creatures, are equals un youlr 
eftimation ?** ; . 

^^ I believe they are fo in the fight of 
God; and I believe what his word fays 
coAcerning ib^«" 

" Pray, do you think there is any .dif*» 
jferoice in the breed of horfcs and dogs ? 

or, dp you think they are all naturally 
equal ?" 

" I/think there ix a difTevence; and I 

wifh people in gentral wett: as attentive to 

the 
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the breeding of the iiiiman race^ as thqr 
inre to dogs and horfcs." 

** You allow there is a difference: why 
not in the human fpecies ?** 

•* If the fanie attention was giMen to 
die human race^ it might hav« tocnt, hvt, 
I (hould thinkj not equal, cfFeA. Much 
might be faid uponr dits fpbjed t I am hot 
equal to the dtfcufiion of it. I will o^If 
aik your ladffhipj -whether you have nor 
icen as many beautiful perfbns in t^ lower 
degrees of life^ a& ia the bigheft i and, 9/Vt 
ver/a, as ordinary and ugly perfoos among 
tbe quality and gentry, at' among the pta* 
fantry of the land ?" ' 

^^ In particular cafes, I hare ; but not 
generally/' 

** That is fairly awfwereci. Perhaps 

your ladyfhip may oot have extended your 

obfervations fufHciently to decide this point; 

ihey may have been confined to thife of 

your own rank in life/' 

** Perhaps 



> •* Pwh^pj I may not. Sut I (hk^ it i$ 
-bcft for people of quility tob^litvf ib^tfC 
IS fu^ for .many reafons ; . pafcicul^Iy, tkat 
young pec^le may noi itKirry with their 
inferiors." 

^* That is a roa£an of the 6r& .inag« 

Mrs. Langftpn and I both fmiled^ and 
looked at each other. 

" You fmtle/' ftid Ladj^ Mafy.- « Ycni 
think it of no conftquence?'* 

** To particular families it certainly it, 
but not to the public." 

** Very well. Madam. I fliould think 

» 

it likely, that a perfon who held your opi* 
nions, .might conni/e ^t a comtAion of 
this kind." 

^* For myfelf. Madam, I can anfwer. I 

ihould be extremely -cMcerned^ at a cian- 

diftlne mai'Fiag^ in a iamilyr was engaged 

in ; aHd P ^ould :do rcf^txy thing in my 

power to prevent it.*' : : 

Mrs. 
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Mrs« Lairgfton-fiiid — <^ I d^re fay ^ you 
wtould: I tfalok I can ^tifwer for yoar bd- 
nour and fidelity."* : 

" Yoar opiiiiiDiis^ bonfever, I can by no 

meant approve. They are Hich as have « 

tendency to overthrow thole diftid£Hdns> 

that I conlider as the bads of fociety; .^nd 

;your pupils might imbibe them." * t 

^^ I fhould think it my duty to lead 
them^to afpire to fuch virtues and prixici-' 
plesj as ihould give them a real^ and doc 
. an ideal, fup^riority.", 

" I ihould chufe they fhould have* 

:l30th : that, they ihould fupport that pride 

of birth that becomes their ftation;^nd 

that honour, dignity, and propriety, ihould 

regulate their adions." 

.1 " I apprehend they are not inconfiftent 

ivith the p^riDciples I avow." 

1 " In -my] opiiuon, they arc. I do not 

want my children to think every body 

their equals, nor to put them&lves -upon a 

level 
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le^el with them* No^ Mrs. PjVDford; 
{^ou ihall :not htare dia c^ of them !'* 
^< As your ladyfliip pleafits; i do HOC 

« 

miQx it^ unlcfs you can approTC of my prin* 
^fUsi vihkh I caft jicYcr deny^ nor be 
Earned, <>C^ 

*' Very, srett, you may Jceap them to 
^ourfelf : they wifU.46 for the lower kind 
o( people I X diQ:e fay they will approvfe 

^' I hope fo. Madam; for them twill 
referve thcm.'^ - . 

^^ Upon my word. Madam, Mrs. Darn- 
ford has not done herfelf juftice; flie is 
qualified in all refpe6ks for the office fhc 
undertakes. Your hdy(hip de&ed her to 
ipeak upon this fubjeft/* 

^* Very true, Mrs. Langfton; and flic 
has (hewn nie her opinions. I am, indeed^ 
'Obliged to her; I ought not to be of* 
fended.'' 

[* l^^^eettsMj coiild not mean to oiffoid 
. i * your 
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fovut hi^hip I I ontjr anfiBCrod yo«r fen* 
timentSt as dciired« I coold haveTaid tnttcfc 
fB^re,. and i^xprd^d :iti;&ilf mote ^toiiglj 

and dccifivdy/' 

^* CcNUld yau^ indeed ^-^Hllll is wrw 
with me; fo you may now Tay wliat yem. 
fde«fe^!and I JM^itl noc be oOended^'* 
L Mis. ii^ogftoii faid-^*^ I wiflx to liMT 
fame of your ftronger arguments*^' 

'^ I will only mention one or two^ and 
ftbj^nl briefly* , ^ 

" When we confider the. ioftnhe dif- 

fiance between the Creator and «ny of his 

r<:reai^i!esi and that he deigns to pi!e&nrt> 

protcft, and proiiri^e f6r rhiemailli we cqn- 

r^ii^e thait itp bamiaa oreaiure.can be do* 

graded by an intercourfe of bumanityy and 

even frieudfliip rmd afFe^lion with the 

lowcft of hiB fcUow-crqa^ures; becaufe OD 

iaequnUty, between / ttiap. ati4 .man> will 

bear any degree of comparifon with ifest 

^of ^. crosSttire wi&h itU Creator/' : 

'. , " <« That 
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^ That caiuutt be denied/' faid Mrs. 

" , IsaiAy Mtuty was fAtriU 

^ Nothing can do fo much honour to a 
creature^ at ^ i«ftiaible it's Creator in 
tfiich of his attributes as are imitable. 
When we raifc and cberilh <Hir fcHow- 
fcraatUKS, we moft refembie otir Creator.*' 

^ 1 agree to that^ with all my heart and 
Ibtil^ - faid Mi^ Langfton* 

.*• So do I, -in a degree/' faid Lady 
Mary« ** I would contribute to the fupport 
of the loweft creatures^ but I would not 
mtkt them my companions.^' 

^* Not generally. Madam; no more 
-iNPOuld h but, among thofc whom we call 
Ae loweft httman features, there mlay bt 
tnany whom IJhouJd not difdain to make my ' 
tmpaimns for their benefit and fcrvice." 
" ** I would give them my money, but 
w>t my- company?'* faid Lady Mary, dif- 
dainfuUy. . 
. Vol. n. D « Now, 
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^* Now, Mad^itJ* I muft beg yoiir pa- 
ticnce, while I affirm^ that th? Qreat^^ 
Ferfonage that ever honoured this w^rld 
with.his prefcnce, chofe hi$ fricods and 
followers out of this order of people^** 

f^ w^o ^ouid tbat Hr faid Udr 

Mary, , . 

Mrs. L^ngftoa looked, as if furpci9e4 

at my freedom with her ladyfliip. 

" Surely, I need not naipp HimJi~It 
was HE, wh, knew Vjhat was i» man.'* 
[She Teemed confoiinded.] '^ He chofe hi^ 
Twelve Apoftles from among them; and 
thofe who fucceded the Apoftles, thoie whp 
propagated the Gofpe^ ^nd it*s doj^rines^ 
were plain, illiterate men^ The rich an4 
noble were pafled byi and integrity of 
heart and manners were the qualities thaf: 
were chofen in preference, to he the In- 
ftruments, in the hand of Heaven, to ac* 
compliih this great woi^. Their Master 
told them, that ** God bad chofen tbefoolifi 

things 
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$trings of this worlds ' to cinfound the wife.^^ 
He enjoined honlility and benevolenoe, as 
the charafteriftics of his religion, and en- 
forced them by his own life and prafticc. 
I could recite many inftances, very itverc 
upon the rich^ and the proud j but I fore- 
bear them^ and only juft mark the outline/ 
and leave the reft to the memory and fe- 
flection of my hearers. I have done/' 

Lady Mary was filcnt fome minutes. 
At length, fhe fpoke — " Now, you have 
laid a heavy hand upon me, Mrs. Darn- 
ford: I feel it as much, or, perhaps, more, 
than I fliould have done from the pulpit; 
indeed, I feel it too much to reply to it. 
But, though what you have faid is indif- 

putably true, we are too much the flaves 
of cuftom, to obey in praftice what we 
acknowledge in theory// 

. '^ Now, I acknowledge, in my turn, 
your ladylhip's ingenuoufncfs; and, in re- 
ply, I prefume to fay, that the praftice of 

Dz all 
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all the Chriftian 4uties and virtues ts coa^ 
fillent ^ith the high^^ft 0Ccdmpli&nnent$ 
which human n^tufe Mn attain. I pre* 
fume^ alfo, that your ladyihip would not. 
wi(h that your children flioi^ld reach them^ 
at thetejcpcnoe of ;h^ir ChriAian hopfi^and 
expeftacions.'* 

•' You judge nae fairly, and truly 5 and 
yet, you have made me uniatisfied with 
you, and with myfelf, I find you too wife 
for me ; we ihould not do well together^ 
I am ufed to have people about mc diat 
fubmit implicitly to all my opinions and 
direftions. I fhould be lowered in my own 
eyes, and in thofe of my young people* I 
(hall, however, reflect upon all you have 
faid, and I hope I fliall be the better 
for it/* 

** Now, I truft, you arc come fairly to 
a compromife,** faid Mrs. Langfton ; ** and 
you will, at lad, part with a good opinion 
•f each other." 

!• I have 
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** I have a irtrjr high one of your friend," 
ikid liady. Maryi ^' and I wi(h her fuccefs 
in life may be* equal to her merits/' 

Mrs. L.angftoa complimented Lady 
Mary on her ingenaoufnefs. We fHl into 
converfatiOA upon general fubjeds, and 
parted upon better terms than we met* 

Mrs. Langfton blamed me for fpeaking 
lb freely; and faids there was no occafion 
to declare my principles. I anfwered^« 
Thtc> as I never deceived any body, I 
thought it right that we ibould underftand 
fsuch other bisfof e we came etogetfhcri 
which was much better than that we (hould 
6i(bover di(agreeable ♦ things afterwards, 
and part in difguft and diflike — ^That 
JLady Mary began with me in fo high a 
tone of pride and infolence^ that I could 
not but reply; if I had not, flie would 
have thought me of a bafc and abjcft dif- 
pofition — ^That I Ihould have dared to 
fpcak fuch truths as thefe before people 

Dj of 
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of the highcfl; rsink; and to fay, .with Z>a^ 
vidr— *' I will /peak pf thy ttfiimmies before 
kings i and mil pat hi ajbami^* 

" I like your notionSj I like your prin- 
ciples i but I. could wi(h you to comply 
nrlth the prejudices of people ia upper 
life: let them pay for them, they well 
defcrve it/* 

^^ Thatj, Madam, is % poiat upon which 
I cannot agree with you. I cannot take 
idvahtage of their vanities and follies ^ I 
leave that to others that can/' 

<* But, then, you muft not affi)ciate 
with the better fort of people.*' 

«* Yes, I will. I will go a ftep or two 
lower, to find a better fort of people." 

. ** Oh, fie upon your wit ! I fi» you are 

incorrigible. Well, you muft do as you 

pleafes but my good wifhes will follow 

you." 

I took leave of Mrs. Langflon, and re*^ 

turned to Mr. Ilford's, 

The 
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• ^hc family had fuppedj and were re- 
tired to their apartments. The fcrvant 
ivho attended th6 children followed me 
into my chamber^ She told me^ that her 
mafter and miftrcfs had had words to- 
gether^ and ie was about me } that Wil- 
liam heard bis mafter fay—*^* You will 
never get fuch another : I infift> that you 
iliall afk her to ftay> and tlut you treat her* 
as ihe defcrves/' My itiiftrefs cried fedly, 
and went up ftairs, to avoid feeing yoU/ 
Madam j and I heard high words between 
them afterwards.** 

** Is this known to all the family p*^ 

•* No, Madam •, only to Mrs. Nellbn, 
Mr. William, and me/* 

•* Then, pray, let it go no farther. I 
dm determined to leave the family ibon. 1 
eould not bear that the principals fhould 
differ upon my account/* 

" As to that,'* faid the girl, " my mif- 

trefs will always find fomething to make 

' ' D4 her 
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her vneafy: fhc is tiever long pleafed 
with any body/' 

" I am forry to hear you fay fo; It be- 
comes you to conceal the faults of thofc 
whofe bread you eat^ and not to expoie 
them. Nobody is perfcfl. Perhaps, Mrs,. 
Ilford is more to be pitied than blamed*'^ 

I fent the iervaot away> aid went t^ 
my reft* 

The next day> there was an altercatioii 
between Mn and Mrs, Ilford, and myfelf* 

Mr. Ilford blanaed his wife, in fevere 

terms, for her behaviour to me, and to 
every one btfore rn my office* She was 
humbled, and feemed confcious of her 
fault. I faid every thing that could excufe 
her to her hufband. He urged me to ftay; 
but my rcfolution was fixed, and I told 
him fo. Would I ftay till they could get 
another perfon ? I could not promife that 5 
I might be engaged within that time : but 
1 would enquire for them, and let them 

know^ 
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know^ as fooh as I ihould fix the time of 
my leaving London; for I intended to 
fettle in the country. 

After Mr. Ilford left u$, Mrs. llford 
thanked me for excuiing her to her bui^ 
band. She owlied> and lamented^ her un* 
happy temper; and faid^ fhe fhould be 
lorry to part with me. I pitied her moft 
truly s and faid, I hoped> as (he was con-- 
vinccd of her error, flie would endeavour 
to corred it ; and that my fucceflbr might 
find the good effeds of it. 

I dined at Mr. M *s on the fol- 
lowing Sunday. He and Mrs*. Langdon 
were never tired of laughing, and rally «* 
ing me on my interview with Lady Mary 
Cormack. 

*^ After all/^ faid Mr. M- , " I be- 
lieve we muft make our friend wear the 
breeches, and get her ordained ; for (he 
preaches to a miracle ; and (he would foon 
be followed, ami become popular." 

D 5 ** Now, 
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*' Now, I muft differ from you in opi- 
nion," faid Mrs. Langfton. « Her doc- 
trine is too humiliating to become po- 
pular : (he ihoidd offer fi)mcthing as a fub- 
ftitute for virtue, which requires too many 
facrifices and labours; and hold out an 
infallible key, that will open a feort way to 
heaven^ without taking any pains for them- 
felves. This is the way to be popular.*^ 

** I give up all the honours you offer' 
me,'^ faki I: " I will no more preach, 
rcafon, or remonftrate, either to nobility or 
gentry. I am goin|jg to become a country 
fchool-miftrefs j and I fliall be fully em- 
ployed in difcharging the duties of that 
office." 

They aflcei me, when I thought of 
leaving Ijondon. I faid, very foon, but 
I had not yet fixed the time. 

Mrs. Langfton faid—" You muft not 
go into the country till your charming 
month of May invites you. Leave Mrs« 

Ilford 
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fifard and her ch&Idreo; come and fpend 
the rcnuundcrofyftur winter with me, wha 
kaow how to value your cpmpaoy." 

1 thanked Mrs. Lrangfton for her very 

kind invitation. Mr* M— ^-^ approved it: 

and faid> he wiihed I might meet with 

ibmething better within that time; for 

he did not heartily agree to my preient 

fcheme, and yet he could not heartily 

oppofe.it. . ' . 

Mrs. Langfton faid, (he had that in her 

ej^e, and (hould not lofe light of it. 

I thanked my gpod friends for their, 
folicitude for my happinefs s bur, in my 
heart, I embraced my own little rural 
fcheme. I thought of a cottage upon a 
greens a few ftraggling houfcs in view; 
the pariih-church at half a mile diftance; 
a. number of fwcct children around me; 
a. litde maid, and a little dog, to at- 
tend and guard me i a rude paling round 
.. my houfe } a bit. of garden, that I could 

D 6 cultivate 
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cultivate myfelf; and a thoufand other 
comforts and conveniencies. I thought of 
it all the dayj and I dreamed of it in 
the night. 

Mrs. Langfton made enquFry. She heard 
of a young woman, lately teacher at a 
boarding-fchool, and difmifled to make 
room for another perfon related to the 
principals. She recommended her to fuc- 
ceed me at Mr. Ilford *s. I privately ad- 
yiled him to put Mafter James to a good 
fchool ; which he did direfUy. The chiU 
tfren wept at parting with me. The pa- 
rents behaved with politencfs ; and Mr, 
Ilford paid me more than was due to me. 

I left them^ and went to Mrs. Lahg^ 
fton's, where I fpent a month idly^ but 
not unpleafantly. 

During this time, I called on my fiftef 
frequently. She received me coldly; and 
upbraided me with my weaknefs, in giving 
up my fettlement. I told hefj that I a£ted 

according 
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according to what I thought my duty i 
and, was I again in the fame fituation» I 
ihould probably do the fame» She faid> 
that was defending my folly by obftinacy,* 
and I deferred all that Ihould follow* 
' I wiflied to find a friend in a fiftcr; bOt 
I fought in rain. I informed her of my 
intention to open a fchoot in the country. 
She coldly wiftied me good fuccefsr. She 
had four fine children ; two of each fex : 
my heart yearned towards therti ; but they 
were not permitted to be acquainted with 
me. It gave me pain to be fo received ; 
and, at length, I gave over calling on them, 
1 wrote to Mrs. Moyle, defiring her to 
let her friend know, that I Ihould loon 
come into the country; and that I in-» 
tended to open a fchool, as fhe had ad- 
vifed, and I would be with her next month. 
Mrs. Langfton was a fmart little woman, 
turned of fifty, very adive and alert* She 
lived in Clarges Street, Piccadilly. She 

had 
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had a key to the Green Park, in which ihe, 
walked every day. when the weather would, 
permit. 

She ufed to walk till (he was tired, »id 
then fit down upon a bench, and obfcrvC; 
all the people that pafled, as in review, be- 
fore her. She would give me the hiftory 
of moft of them i and never feemed fb 
happy as when ihe was thus engaged. 

There was a good deal of acutenefs io 
her remarks, but they were chiefly on the 
left-handed fide : I took the liberty to tell 
her fo. She laughed, and faid, thofc were 
the leaft miftaken who remarked upon what 
was wrong j for that moft of the apparent 
good qualities ^were put on to anfwer pur- , 
pofcs to themfelves, and to* deceive others. 

" Then, Madam, I wifli to be deceived 
as long as I live.'* 

" Pho, (ho ! — You arc not deceived : 
you only fancy fo. You can fee as clearly 
as I do. I was pleafed to fee you take 

dowa 
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<}own that faucy woman of quality ; only,, 
for your own fake, I wiftied you co\ild 
have condefcendisd to flatter her vanity : 
you might have lived in affluence; and 
you and I might ftill have laughed in our. 
fleeve. — Oh ! but you have fcruples about 
it !— Well, " I will laugh where I mufl/' 
as Pope fays 5 and you may look grave, if 
you plcafe,'* 

•* But Pope fays like wife, that wc 
(hould " be candid where we can." 

^' Well, fo I am, fometimcs, where I 
cannot help it." 

I (hook my head : fhe laughed at me. 
More company came forward : fhe began 
a new hiftory, which lafted till a new fub- 
jeft came up to us. 

Mrs. Langfton was too familiar with her 
fcrvants. Though I contend for the na* 
tural equality of human creatures, I do ' 
not hold it wife to do this : we expole 

to them all our we^nefles^ and they^ 

cither 
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either ridicule^ or take unfair advantages 
of them* We ought to be gentle and kind 
to them ; but it is feldom that we can 
make them our confidants with prudence, 
and fafety. 

Mrs* Langfton's motive of confidence 
was an infatiable curiofity : her fervants 
were her fpies j they were daily picking up 
flories of their neighbours j their miftrejis 
gave too much attention to them^ and 
thus was fupplied with intelligence. 

She kept two maids^ and one man« 
fervant, or rather boy, and ufed to talk to 
him all the time he waited at dinner and 
iupper* My eye reproved her, I fuppofe ; 
for (he replied to it's remarks. 

" I can manage boys/* (he faid ; '* but 
men are ftubborn things ^'I will have none 
of them.'*- 

" Do you not put yourfelf in the power 

«f this boy's tongue ?" iaidX; *• may he 

not 
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jlot report to others what ht tells to you ? 
Boys are not naturally difcreet, Madam/' 
*' A fiddlcftickl I can keep hinfi in 

order ^cll enough : he finds a good mif^- 
trefs of me, and will not get a better 
eafily. The rogue knows when he is well> 
I warrant you. I do not exped my fer* 
vants to have a difinterefted attachment td 
me : it is all cant and nonfenfe* I feed 
them well, and pay them well ; and they 
ferve me well, in return. I feldom change: 
my maids all marry awayi and^ if mf 
boys behave well, I put them to a trade 
when they growj(p be men. This is my 
method ^ and I have not found any reafoa 
to repent it." 

We walked conftantly in the Park every 
(noming. We faw company in the after- 
noon. There was another Iburce of in- 
telligence : people knew Mrs. Langfton'a 
turn, and they brought her frefli fupplics 
frequently. She read the daily papers> 
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and commented upon them ; they were her 
ftudy, and flic exercifed ber faculties' ia 
remarking upon them. On Sundays, fhe 
went to church in thcnaorning, and fent 
ber fervants in the afternoon. She dined 
at Mr. M 's^ and returned home to 
fupper. Once a month, flie hired a coacbj 
and returned all her yifits. This was her 
tnanner of life^ which flie feldom altered oir 
varied. 

One day, as we were fitting on a bencll 
in the Green Park, Lord A-~~ paflcd by 
us. He caught a glknpfe of me; he 
turned his head, and looked again. He 
foon came back ; he ftared rudely at me ; 
then looked at my companion, and again 
uralked away. 

<« That is Lord A— ,*• faid Mi% 
Langfton. ^* Ob, you know him, I per- 
ceive !" 

I was confufed and uneafy. I dreaded 

ber curiofity, and her f^rcaftic turn. 

«Yes, 
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'* Yes, Madam, I know him too well : 
he was my htifband's companion, and 
called himfelf his friend ; but be led hinl 
into expences, and bad compaity, and was 
one of the cauTes of his ruin. Let me re<« 
turn home : the fight of hlnci gives me 
painful refledion s /' 

** You ought to look him -out of coun- 
tenance, and not be you. Sit a little 
longer : I will go with you prefontly/* 

Two genteel men paifed by us, in 
tameft conyerfation. As they drew near, 
I perceived one of them t6 be Mr. Wil« 
mot, who was a vifitpr to the Framptons^ 
at Daroford Hall. 

A fecond confuiion ieiaed on me. I 
held down my head, that I mi^t not be 
known. He pafled me without notice. 

I told Mrs. Langfton, I was not wel^ 

and wifhed to be at home. She rofe, aftid 

leaned upon my arm. In our way to 

the door. Lord A-— ^ pafled us 9 third 

time* 



^ SCHOOL FOR WIDOWr. 

time^ There was a fmilc of contcitipr 
upon his countenance. I was gUd to rc«- 
tire frocti his ofafervation. We went homfr 
diiie^lys and^ as I entered the houfe, I 
faw Lord A—— in the ftrect, walking 
flowly. He pafled the houfe> fooh after 
we entered the parlour^ unnoticed by Mrs^ 
Langfton^ I fi)Qn recovered from my 
fickxiefs^ which was entirely owing to mf 
tonfufion* 

I refolved to leave Lohdon as foon at 
poilible. I heard not of any fituation monr 
likely to fuit me^ th4n tbofe. If hod tried § 
fad I refolved to fee whether the countrf 
would not render me happier. 

When I dined with Mr. M— — the 

« 

Sunday following, I detlared my tefom 
lution to leave London in the courfe of 

the week. 

He gave me his kind advice, and pa^ 
ternal admonitions-r^^^ Do not hazard your 
little pittanpe in any great undertaking. 

Do 
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po not take a ibare of any otbcr perfon's 
fchool : partnerfliips are dangerpu^^ unlda 
you are p^rfedUy acquainted. with the ton^ 
per and qualities of the perfon you engage 
with* Hire a lodging ready-furnifbed 9 
^t it be a geateel one; that may give you 
ibme credit. A4c a handibme price^ fuchi 
us may pay you for your trouble. Yoi| 
Aall not keep a dame's fchool> like Shen«* 
ilooe's, though you ufe the poetical licence 
In defer ibing it 5 but fuch as may induce 
the principal people in the place to (end 
you their children* Let me know how 
you go onj as often as may be conve* 
nient; and my beft wi(hes and fenricet 
will always attend you/* 

Mrs. LangftoQ (hewed concern at the 
thoughts of lo6ng my cotQpany, and 
invited me to vifit her in my winter 
Tacatioa. 

I thanked them for the good offices I 
liad received from them both^ and pro* 

miftd 
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ihifed to acquaiiTt them with my good or 
ill fortune. 

I called on my fiftcr, and bade her 
adieu ; on Mifs Beliza Haughton ; on 
Mrs. Ilford. This laft regretted my dc- 
{>arture> iand wilh^ me to return to 
her. I was convinced that her -temper 
Iras unalteraUei and feared it might fpotl 
my own. 

A friend of mine wrote the following* 
diftich on this fubjeft— 

<< The fullen giret you pain $ the angry fmart ; 
** Bat) *tis the teazerj only, breaks the heart." 

I rcfolved to keep mine whole, and to 
promote the peace of others. 

■ * - 

I fcnt Mrs. Langfton*s fervant to take 
a place for me in the coach. The evening 
before, I felt, for the firft time, a kind of 
petty diftrefs, at going by myfelf to the 
inn^ and to fleep there alone. Imagination 

called 
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called up a thoufand terror9| and fet diem 
in batde array before me. 
' H called onReafon to fupporcme^ and to 
Vanquiih thefe ideal enemies— -Was I not 
in England, in London^ whither fo.many 
people come every day, to do their bufi'* 
tiefs> upon which their livelihood dc^ 
pended! This fear was a weaknels that 
mud be conquered, ariling from falfe in- 
dulgencies, and being conftantly attended 
by others. 

I refolved to overcome it. and I did. 
The fame method purfued^ will always 

Succeed! 

« 

I flept three hours at the inn ; I then 
Tofe, and made myfelf ready for the 
coach. I went in it to J ■ ■ , and from 
thence^ in a ftage-cart, to Mr. Moyle's^ 
•where I found myfelf an expedcd- and wel« 
<ome gueft. 

I ftaid there a week; during wJiich 

time. 
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time, MrSvMoylc wrote to her frieiid^ 
Mrs. Sorling) the farmer'^ wife whom { 
^ave mcationed. She received an anfvf cr, 
recommending me to Mrs. Bailey, at th^ 

.White Hart, at W . 

I went there the following week, an4 
took lodgings with Mrs^ M^tin, You 
know all that pafled there; and t now 
unite the foregoing part of my flory with 
jrour account, which is lold very much 
to my advantage,^ 

* I wait to hear from my friend, to hear 
mM that has befallen her, and to know how 
. much further her curiofity extends. I do 
not refyfe to gratify it, if flie defires it; 
'but 1 am impatient to know every cir« 
cumftaace that concerns her. 

When I have read your pacquet, I will 
^reptec to anfwer it, I am in hourly ex* 
pe£tation of that, and my other adopted 
daughter,* B^Cfy Moyle : Q»^ Patty Mar- 
tin 
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tin^ and^Charlotte Brady, are as my own 
children. 

With every fentiment of friendfhip and 
afieftiODa I anij dear Madam, 

Yours faithfully, 

Frances Darnford« 



\ 
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LETTER VII. 

MRS. STRICTLAND, TO MRS. DAHNFOJIP* 

i . . . 

T Cannot write like you, nor make fin* 
•*' fimllies, nor metaphors 5 but, in the 
pistin and fimple language of the heart, I 
will fay, that nothing can be mpre wej*- 
come than your letters to me.. 

Oh, my friend! how much have you 
fufFered ! how fteadily have you perfevcred 
in the path of reftitude and honour, in 
fpite of allurements on one hand, and difr 
couragcments on the other !— Yes, you are 
the heroine; and I am afhamed to menr- 
tion my trials, which fcem light (though 
I once thought them wry heavy) in com- 
parifon with yours : yet, you dcfire to 
know my pail conduct ; and, perhaps, it 
may be neceflary for me to relate them, in 
order to vindicate rnyfelf, in your eye, fof 
fpeakipg difrefpeflfully of my hulband. . 

You 
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You know that I loft both my parents 
in my childhood. My guardians were 
men of prudence and OBconomy : they 
fought for a man of the fame character, to 
whom they might transfer their charge; 
«nd thought that, in giving me to fuch an 
one, they had difcharged their whole duty. 
They recommended Mr. Stridland to 
me> as a young man of uncommon pru- 
dence and ibbriety.} one who would in- 
cr^aie my fortune, while others were 
ipending and diflipating theirs. 

He kept a large farni in his own hands, 
land cultivated his lands to good account. 
He ftudicd agriculture, and made im- 
provements in it beyond any of the far- 
mers who furrounded him. They ridi- 
culed him; but, like the Athenian miler 
of old, he clapped himfelf, while others 
hifled him^ 

The idea of a farm did not difpleafe me. 
I admired the poetical dcfcriptions of a 

E 2 riural 
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rural life^ and thought the wife of a (hep- 
herd mull: be a happy creature. 

Mr.Stri£kland was a healthy^ rofy-faced, 
, well-looking man 5 very plainly drefled j 
not a trait of the gentleman about him : he 
looked like a decent farmer^ drefled in his 
Sunday cloaths. There was nothing to at<* 
trad^ nothing to difguil one. 

I had no bias towards any other man : I 
thought I could like him as well as any 
other lover ; and, after I had engaged my- 
felf to him, I gave him the preference that 
was due to a hufband. 

His father was a miller, a mealman^ 
and a farmer. He acquired a good for- 
tune, and brought his fon up with his own 
ideas and fentiments. Knowing his birth 
and education, I ought to have made al- 
lowances : perhaps, I did not, fo much as I 
ought J if fo, you fhall be my confeflbr, and 
enjoin me a penance equal to my offences. 

I married 
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I married Mr, Stridland without any 
reluftancc, and without paffion : 1 had 
none of thofc violent cnriOtions that make 
Co great a figure in poetry, and romance. 
I had a preference towards my hufband, 
and I refolved to fulfil my duty: I 
afpired to nothing higher than a ftate of 

tranquillity. 

Mr. Stridland had {hewn many indi- 
cations of a mean and fordid mind during 
the time of his courtlhip to me 5 but they 
were either concealed, or finoothed over, 
fo that I took no notice of them. 

On the evenihg before my wedding- 
day, as we were drinking our tea at my 
guardian's, Mr. Wotton*s, Mr, Striftland 
was called out, and told, his fervant de- 
fired to /peak with him. Mr. Woltoh 
followed him, and they ftaid out fomc 
time. Mrs. Wottori fent the footman to 

■* • 

tell them their tea would be cold : they 
lent word, they fhould drink no more. 

E3 They 
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They went through the hall, and into- the 
garden* 

I heard Mr. Wotton fay—" I tell you. 
Sir, it is d~— d fliabby of you i I do, and 
will rcfent it !^* 

Stridland fpoke lowi and they were 
foon otJt of hearing. 

Mrs. Wotton and I fat in furprizc what 
^ould be the matter. 

They did not come in, till the lawyers 
camei and they were called in to fign the 
marriage articles. They fcemed then p 
be friends J but Mr. Wotton's countenance 
wore marks of anger, though fubdued.. 

I knew not the caufc of this till fome 
years afterwards j but I relate it now, as 
a trait of my hufband's charafter, that 
prepares you to expedt all that follows. 

Mr- Striaiand kept a chaife-cart, that 

feived to carry his butter, fowls, and pork, 

to thejnext market-town, one day in the 

. week, and carried home articles for the 
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trfe of the family. It carried Ibmetimcs 
himfelf^ and fomctimes his fervanr, to 
country markets, with faroplcs of corn-, 
and other articles of his bufinefs : in Ihoft, 
it was of great fervice to him^ both as a 
chaife and as a cart* This vehicle he had 
new painted green^ and ordered his fervaht 
to bring it to my guardian^s houie^ in- 
tending to carry his bride home in k* 
Mr. Wotton cxpefted to have feen a new 
and genteel carriage, and was fhocked at 
the fight of this family convenience. He 
told Mr. Stridland, it.was a Ihame, that a 
man with fifteen hundred a year, and fc- 
vcral thoufands in the funds, who was 
going to marry a girl v/ith near fix thou* 
land pounds in her pocket, fliould think of 
carrying his wife home in a cart. He was 
very angry, and was not foon appeafed. 
They talked it out in the garden : he made 
Striaiand afliamed of his meannefs. He 
pacified him, by faying, he waited to fee 

E 4 the 
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^die event of the Bill then before the Hoiifc 
of Commons, aiid whether they would lay 
a tax upon the chaife-carts j and, as foon 
as that was decided, he tyould buy a chaife; 
that, in the mean time, he would keep mc 
a faddle-horfe. He defired him to fay, 
that the cart came for my baggage ; and he 
would hire apoft-chaife to carry mc home. 
They had jufl fettled this point when they 
were called in to Cgn the articles. 

The next day, we were married. We 
dined at Mr. Wotton's, and went home in 
the afternoon. It was five and twenty 
miles to Mr. Striftland's houfe 5 the roads 
very indifferent ; my fpirits depreffed ; and 
I wept fevcral times, but concealed it as 
well as I could. 

My hufband's converfation was chiefly 
on his own fuperlatives. His houfe was 
an old one ; and he liked it the better, for 
he hated every thing that was fafhionablc. 
The fufHiturc was old, and be preferred k 

to 
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to iQore modern. His father purchtfeti 
Ithe eilate, and the. old manlion was thrown 
into the fcale. It was fuppoied^ that he 

would pull it down> and .build a new one ; 
but, as it was ftrong^ and in good repnir^ 

he had no fuch intentions ; for^ he l;)elieved. 
it would outlaft two modern-built onej* 
lie had an old houiekeeper, who had 
lived with him and his father ever iincc 
the death of his mother : Ihe was an in- 
duftrious and faithful fervant^ and over- 
looked all the others. He went on^ de- 

4 

fcribing every fervant, and their offices. 
. I found, he kept only two maid-fervants 
befide 5 one of whom was dairy-maid ; the 

otho-, cooki and both were houfe-maids 
occafionally : but I perceived there was 
nobody to wait upon me. 

When I firft faw the houfe, my heart 
funk within me : I thought of all th<; 
haunted houfcs I had ever heard or read 
of — ^An old brick manfion, with Gothic 

E 5 windows. 
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* windows, with fquare panes diainona-wif?^ 
and plaifter divifions in the windows 5 ^ 
large porch in the center, with a feat on 
each fide, and an iron balcony over it. 

*' You are welcome to my houfe !" laid 
tny huflband 5 and faluted me fo that his 
fervants might have heard hioni. He then 
gave a loud. whittle; and a parcel of 
clowns came out, and offered their fep* 
vices. They were followed by an old wo- 
man with a ftiarp pair of eyes, and her 
nole and chin were like nut-crackers : (he 
curtfied, and bade me welcome home. 

** Here, Mrs. Gilfon t I have brought 
Borne your miftrcls : do you ftiew her the 
way to her apartment, while I give fonte 
orders to the fervants.** 

She had a fmall candle, in a fTat candle* 
ftick, that gave a winking light, to dif- 
cover a large, gloomy hall, paved with 
black andSi^hite marble in fquares, with 
old oaken wainfcots and the Twelve Gaef^s 

frowned 
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Iro-wned upon me all around: a large open 
chimncjr, adorned with carvings in wood, 
of friglicfui grotcfque figures, and foliages 
of various kinds'. The furniture was fuit- 
able : large wooden chairs, rudely made ^ 
and oaken taUes at each cndi 

" I juft took a cuf fory view of thefe and- 
quities, and followed Mrs. Gilfbn up the 
great ftsurcafe, which was good old wain* 
fcot ', and. the ftairs were ru]:d>ed brown, 
and polifhed highly, {o that you mighr 
chance to fall down them, without taking 
great care how you fteppcd,. 

When we came to the top, we emercd a 
long gallery, out of which were doors into 
the bed-chambers, which were fcparated ; 
and every one had a fmali dreffing-room 
adjoining— -Oid-falhioncd beds, almoft up 
to the cieling, with t-aflels- of various 
cDloursv 

. Mr* Stridlland's apartment was really 
the moft eomfoFtable-looking room I faw, 

E 6 Therc^ 
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There was a drefllng-room next ity which^* 
I was told, was for my uic« The chairs 
were modern ; but there was an old 
toilette^table^ wich a petticoat of poinft 
lace; the looking-glafs in a black japao; 
frame, and b6ies of the fame. 

I adjufted my hair, and fet myfelf in 
readinefs to go down, when I heard Mr; 
Stridtland's voice upon the ftairs^ calling 
me to fupper ; to my furprize^ for it was 
not yet eight o'clock, 

I met him in the gallery, which was full 
of piftures, that looked as if they were 
t^ken out of Noah's Ark. All together^ 
they ftruck me with a fenfation of fear, 
though I knew not why, unlefs that they 
looked like the ghofts of the former in- 
habitants of the venerable manfion ; and I 
feared to be left alonq with them. 

" Pray, Sir/' faid I, '' arc thefc the 

portraits of your anceftors ?" 

*' No, my dear j they belonged to the 

family 
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familf of whom my father purchafed thb 
eftate : they are very ancient ; ihey ferve 
to cover the wills as well as any thing 
elfe s I fcldom look at them. Come, fup- 
per waits for you/' 

He led me down flairs, and inta chc^ 
common parlour^ where the cloth was latd« 
And here a new furprize awaited me* 
Five different dilhes were brought in b^ 
as m*ny fervants, in order that every one 
might dare at his new miflrrefs^ while fhe 
Mr as gazing at the pleritiful fupper. At 
the top, a pair of chickens boiled ; at the -. 
bottom^ a great loin of pork; on one fidei a 
[ very large plumb-pudding; on the other, a 
difh of potatoes; and^ in the middle^ a 
huge buttered applc-pye. 

I ftared at the fupper. Mr. Stri6tland 
faid-^** We do not often cook a joint of 
meat for fupper ; but this is wedding-night, 
and I give my fervants a treaty and I tap 
a hog(head of beer that is a year old next 

month* 
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month. The chickens arcdcfigncd for 
you, Madam, and I hope you tvill do theitk 
juftice." 

I was not in an eating or a drinking hu« 

mour; yet I afFedted both. I faw that my 

♦ . • 

gentleman cxpefted a chearful compliance 

with all his commands^ I tafted his Odo« 

ber, and his made wiaes ; and was in a fair 

way to be tipfy, when Mrs. Gilfon came 

in, and offered to attend me to my apart*^ 

ment. 

Here ends the hiftory of my wedding- 
day, 

Mr. Striftland took upon him the mafier- 
from the firft minute I entered his houfe :• 
he never afkcd me, whether I chofe to do> 
this or char, but he commanded me to do> 
lb or fo. 

9 

The honey-moon is faid to be generally 

• • • « 

happy ; mine was fpent in fear and trem^ 
Wing. • I feared the houfe, the mafter, anct 
every thing around me, 

Mrst. 
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^ Mrs. Gilfon faw my fituatioh, and pitied 
me. She gave me the beft advice, aad 
^encouraged me to look forward. 

« I fee. Madam," faid (he, " that this 
houfe is not much to your liking. Pray do 
iiot let my maftcr perceive it; he is partial 
to his houfe, and proud of it; endeavour 
to like it, and, in time, yoii will be ufed 
to it. He will be gratified by your com- 
pliance with his humour: he is partieulat*, 
but he has many good qualities, and ho 
v^ill improve upon farther acquaintance; 
but he will not bear any kind of oppofi- 
tion. I have lived with him a long time, 
and he is a good mailer to me, and, in- 
deed, to all his fervants, and I hope he will 
prove a good hufband." 

•* I hoped^ Mrs. Gilfon, that he would 
have made fome diftinflion between his 
wife and his fervants ; he fpeaks to me as 
if I was one; nay, he fpeaks, generally, as 
if he was angry,'* 

I' That 
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^^ That is only his wiy. Madam i do 
tioc mind it : he loves you^ I am fure ; and/ 
ivhen you know each Other's good quali* 
ties^ you will do them juHice. Let me beg 
you to appear chearful^ and to feem pleaded 
with every thing/* 

" I thank you for your kind and well* 
meant advice; I (hall endeavour to profit 
by it. I am truly fenfiblc of your meritj 
and I thi^nk Heaven for fending me fo fen* 

fible and difcrect a fcrvant!" 

» 

^^ I thank you> Madam: as far as mf 
poor ability extends^ you may depend on 
every thing that can contribute to you# 
happinefs/' 

^' 1 do find^ already, that your goodnefi 
abates the horrors of my prifon," 

*' Dear Madam! how ftrongly have you 
exprefled yourfelf ! You do not yet know 
what you call a prifon : you feem afraid to 
walk out of ope rooni into another I" 

" Very true, Mrs. Gilfon, and fp I 

am. 



t ■ » < ** 
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am. This houfe refembles all the haunted 
places I ever heard of. Pray, is it ndt 
haunted i or, at leaft, reported fo?'* 

*^ Dea^ heart. Madam ! you have too 
much good fcnfe to believe fuch idle 
ftorics!" 

*' Not I, indeed. I could believe any 
thing you could tell me of it.** 

** Then I fhall take care of what I do 
tell you. Come, Madam, permit me to 
ihew you the reft of the houfe. My matter 
is in the fields with his workmen i he will 
not be at home till dinaer-time : let us go 
over the ground-floor j" you have iiot yet 
Icen the beft rooms." 

I followed her down ftairs, into the 
great hall I have already dcfcribcd. There 
were two doors at each end. On the rights 
hand, one into the common parlour, and 
one into a p^age which led into the kie<» 
chen and offices. On the left-hand, two 
more, cxa€klf oppofice to the others i 

which 
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which opened into three parlours in tBc 
other wing of the houfe^ 

They were large, dark, and gloomy ;, 
old wainfcot, in fmall pannels^ with old 
high-backed chairs and tables, to matdi 
the reft of the furniture. 

The third was, indeed, a large and well* 
proportioned room, and handfomely fur- 
nifbed in a fuitable ftyle. The chairs were 
covered with a rich damafk filk, with 
ftufred backs and bottonos; the window-^ 
curtains the fame, and both fringed with a 
filk fringe of the fame colour;, a very 
large looking-glafs, in a Japan frame, or- 
namented with a gold foliage; the tables 
of the fame % on each fide the great table, 
two high ftands for candles, of the fame 
japanned work. 

! But the principal ornaments of this 
drawing-room were fome very fine por- 
traits that hung aroimd.iti two of which 
m^dc fo ilroog an imprcflSen upon n>y 

mindj 
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mlnd^ that nothing could ever erafe it; and 
I can at any time bring them before nric. 
One was a gendeman in arn^our, except 
his head -, his helmet lay upon a table be- 
fide him; he feemed about the age of 
thirty i his look expreflcd dignity, virtije, 
and complacency -, he looked like the pa* 
tron and proteftor of all that had need of 
his affiftance. The lady, on the other fide 
the great glafs, was Ibmewhat younger, 

and cxquifitely beautiful— and, to my 
fancied fight 



** Love, fweetnefsy goodnefsi In ber afpe^^ (hioM 
f* So clear> at ia no face with more delight T* 

MiLTOW; 

She was drefled richly, in embroidery 
on a white ground, which feemed to rife 
above the ground, fo that you mighrtakc 
it oBTwith your hand. Her neck and arms 
were adorned with pearls,' and her drefs 
Xrlffimpi with them. J gazed on thefc tv^o 
^i^b^nning pi<flures tiU the tears gufiK^d 

from 
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from mjr eyes^ and I felt as if I was folicit* 
kig their proteftion. 

•* Oh, my dear Madam!" faid Mrs. 
GilfoD, "what is it that affcfts you fo?**' 

** It is thofe divine portraits ; they are 
another and difFerent race of people frorti 
thofe I am obliged to converfe with. I 

feel as if I was hardly worthy to be their 
fcrvant; yet I could offer them my fervice, 
if they would deign to accept it." ■ 

** You are very fanciful," faid flie; 
" but I have heard fay that they are verjr 

fine, and your behaviour convinces me 
of it." 

4 

" Yes, they are more than fine; I 
X^ould almofl: worfhip them. But, pray^ 
Mrs. Gilfbn, can you tell me who they 
irer 

** Why, they were (bme of the gentry 
that were formerly owners of this eflate. 
There are boxes full of papers, in forti6 

of the upper rooms, that make mention of 

the 
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the names of many of them ; particularly 
three^ that old Mr. StriAland faid were oi 
very ancient and noble families. One was 
Montfort, that were once Barons of the 
land; another was Rofcelini and the third. 
was Marney^ if I remember right/' 

" All noble and ancient names, Mrs, 
Gilfon; but I wifli to know thefe,rthat I 
might honour them," 

" To my thinking, you have paid them. 
honour fufiicient.**-But, pray, Madam^ caft 
your eyes upon the prolpeft from thefc 
v^indows, and then tell me whether that is 
not a fine look-out; lay prejudice afid?^ 
and fee whether it deferves to be de- 
fpifcd?" 

" No, indeed, it may well be admired!" 
** Well, then, I hope you can find 
fbmething to be liked in this houfe ?? 

*• This is a fine room, and well fur-» 
niihed: nevertfielefs, I confefs, I Ihould 

find more comfort in a modern room of 

half 
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half the fizc> furniflied only with deal ta- 
bles and rufti-bottomed chairs — but this is 
otily to you, Mrs. Gilfon. I will endca- 
vour to like the houfe; and I (hall vifit 
this room often, for the fake of it's inha- ' 
bitants." 

Mrs. Gilfon condufted me back to the 
hall, arid went after her buQnefsj and I 
prepared to attend my lord and matter at 
dinner, at one o'clock. 

It was his cuftom to rife at fix, and go 
into the fields; he came in to breakfaft at 
eight, he dined at one, drank tea at five, 
fupped at eight, and went to bed between 
nine and ten o'clock. 

If his meals were not ready exaftly to 
his time, his voice was heard to refound 
through the houfe : but his fervants were 
generally very punftual. 

I made an excufe for not going to 
church the firfl: Sunday; but there was no 

excuie 
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rule that could be admitted for the 

I aiked where I was ^oget one to dre& 
-my hair ? I was told there was no fuch per* 
fen in the village. I faid^ I was ufed to 
hsLvez ieiy^nt to attend me^ and to drcft 
4117 hair. My hufl>and told me, he liked 
my hair bed as Nature 4iad drefled it; and 
as to other folks, k did not fignify whe-> 
thcr they liked it or not— Mrs. Gilfon 
would attend me as well, or better, than a 
young girl. 

I was forced to drefs myfclf, and make a - 
virtue of neceflity. I found we were to be 
trundled along in the chaiife-cart ) fo I 
drefled accordingly. 

- An aukward boy, one of the under-fcr- 
Yants, ran before .us to open the gates : he 
had a green cape put upon his coat, which, 
Ifuppofe, his mafteir intended as an apology 
for a livery. 

Thus attended, we .made our appear- 

ancc 
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ajicp <at. church ;: and you will f^Giy 
lieve^tbac my mind was not elevated bjr 
j^sde ot vanity on the occafim. Ferbaps^ 
aftace of humiliation might be mem pro- 
per^ and more fuitable to the duties I was. 
to pay> as. they were free from parade or 
oQientation. 

After the fervicc was ended, the wor- 
thy rector, Mr, Elton, and his wife> came 
xtp and paid us their compliments. Mr. 
Stridland anfwered for us both. 

Mr. Elton faid^ that he and his family, 
intended to wait on us in the afternoon to 

tea, if agreeable. s' 

Mr. Stri&land faid be fhould be glad to 

fee them. Poor / was an iniignificant mo« 

fiofyllable^ that had no kind of meaning. 

We got into our chaife-cart^ and trundled 
home again. 

I ai^ed Mr. Stridland which room I 
fliould receive company in ? 

f* Why, in the common parlour, to be 

fure« 



fiire. I haire never ufed them fince I was 
maftef of thtin. However^ yon may At lit 
one- of tkem> if you have a tpind. But the 
evenings grow cold now; and, I thinks the 
common parlour is moft connfortable/' 

I agreed that it was fo, as* I ^und a ifira 
wa^ not to be mentioned* 

la tEe afternoon they came; and, fooii 
after, a Mn and Mrs. Southgate, a gen- 
tleman farmer, who lived at the diftance 
^ a mile. He was Mr. Stri<5Uand's mofl: 

intimate friend: I i^y^ moftintimatey be^ 
caufe he fometimes confulted him in the 

way of buiinefs ; for, in reality, he had no 
ideas of friend/hip or intimacy, but 
thought all pretcnfions to them proceeded 
from interefted motives. 

He had lived ^lone in the world, and all 
his views were centered in himfelf; and he 
married to perpetuate the idea of felf in a 
race of his own. 

Mr. add Mrs. Eltoti folicited our ac- 
r- Vol. II. F quaintanccs 
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quaiotancc^i they hoped we (hould be good 
neigl^bowsv ha}f a mile was a.ibort walk 
in the fcotBjcry, jaad they wi(hed to fee u* 

very often. 

I bowed, and looked at Mr. Striftlaadj 

H? was filcnt. ; • 

By their looks td <ach other, i faw diat 
they wcj« no.ftrangcrs to his charafter, 

Mrs. Elton faid, ihe had two daughter! 
about my age; they longed to find a 
neighbour in me, and Ihe hoped I fhould 
find them worthy of my friendlhip. Mn 
Striaiand and Mr. Southgatc talked of 
their crops and their managements^. Mrs; 
Southgate was filent and acquiefcent. 

Mr. Southgate mentioned a chaife to be 
fold at the fquire*s in the next parifh, and 
he had fome thoughts of buying it; but 
h^, like Mr. Striaiand, waited to fee whe- 
ther the chaife-carts were to be taxed 

r 

or not. 
Mr. Elton faid, they need not to doubt of 

that. 
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that^ for they certainly would; but, whe- 
ther that were fo or not, ought to makeuici 
diflference to Mr. Stri£fciand> ^ hi$ fer^ 
tune fet him above fuch confidetatioos. ; 
tie ifaook his head^ 

** Why, Sir, people of Jefs than half 
your fortune keep carriages if '^ 

** WcU,*' faid he, laughing, << do not I 
keep carriages enough ?'* 

•** No, Sir ; you want one more, for the 
ufe of your lady 1" 

*^ All in good time, Sir. There are 
many people that let up carriages, and lay 
them down again : I fliould not like to be 
one of thofe/* i • 

*« No fear of that," faid Mr. South- » 
gate; I wait till yours comes our, before I 
prefume to let mine appear. I only afpire 
to a one-horfe chaife; but yours ought to- 
be a poft-chaife, and that of the hand-- 
fomeft kind/* 

F2 ** Thank 
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K)d friends, for your 
If. L hope you will 

vrho faid this. 
Mdme the opinion 
inds and ht was ib 
loro^iments. to; hia 
vt ^ir advice gad 

:£Uble farmers, aod 
rifli,^ wiihed to ¥ifit 
I bride — but here his 
panion of meannefi^ 



It called on him, he 
n, and aOccd him to 
Odkober; but never 
irlour, nor offered tx> 
wife. This man^ was 
his report to -the rcfti 
d iti bUtkniJw flot 

whether 
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Whether It was Mr* or Mrs. Stridkland that 
had rejected ^ir acquaintance! and threw 
them to fuch .a diftance* 

Mr. Striftland was in no huri'y to re- 
t:urn the firft viRu. I toodc the liberty to 
remind him that fuch vifits were always 
returned early^ He faid, he .would do 4t 
ior ^nce} but he did not mew to be al* 
ways receiving and graying rifit^; he had 

• fomeihing elfe to do. 

1 was pkaied with Mr. and Mrs. Elton, 

' and thtiir fanrrily, and wilfied to cultiv^r** 
. Their *rk«dfhi^* The *wo eldeft daughters 

' were charming girls : to cultivated minds 

* they added that fimpHcity of manners, 
, more engaging than all the faditious ae-* 

complilhments tf upper lift. My hcWrt 
felt Ac attradHon 5 and I Itn^cH t6 be inti- 
mate with theip } to make them my conS- 
panionsj to have them work, read, walk, 
-and ocMiviei^e with me, and to form a little 
feleft fociety : but I dared not hope that my 

F 3 monarch 
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monarch would allow mc fo much liberty.' 

w 

However, I rcfolved to have a trial or ewo^ 
before I gave it up entirely. 

It was a' month, at kaft, before I had 
fcen the whole of my territories; I nriean, 
my hu/baad's ; for I had no power oveo 
or in' them. When Mrs. Gilfon had lei- 
fore, fbciifaewed them to me$ for I had 
;not the courage to go over them alone* 

There was a fuite of bed-chambers over 
the beft • parlours, furnifhed in the feme 
.^antiguc^y le -, the laft, over the drawing- 
room, was furni(hed with crimioo velvet, 
but in a forlorn and tattered ftate : there 
yfexc fo^ie pifturea.in it worthy of notice 5 
partieularly one of an old lady that looked 
very crofs, but Djrell painted. 
; .** J will not chufe this for my bed- 
chamber, Mrs. Gilfon; that old lady looks 
as if (he would bid me get out of it." 

• *' Good Lord, Madam! what ftrong no- 
tices you take of every thing!" 

«^ So 
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*' So mucii the worfc for tne: if I nci* 
ther liked nor difliked ftrongly, I flionld 
be a much happier creature/' 
* *' Do nbt diflike us, Mad^m. I do not 
defpair of feeing you very happy here/' 

** Ah, my good woman ! I wifli- 1 could 
believe or hope fo!" • - 

She fhewed ose many odd )>Iaces, nobksj 
and clofets, that had ^ot been looked irrto 
for many years, . I felt glad when I got 
through them, and. went down a pair df 
itswii that brought .me into a* pallage th^ 
led to the kitchen arid offices one w^y, arid 
the other into the great hall. 

I told Mrs. Gilfon, I was glad to get out 
'o#1hat apartment.'' * •' 
• She fmiled— ♦^'One wouJd* think,. 76(1 
IkntBW byinTprratioA all that has bebn faid 
of it." ' . . • • •^' -^ 

" Tell me,''.fajd I,^ <^ tell me all.'* > 
- *! Why^: fortie My peo|^ have fkid, 

F4 that 
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that tt 1$, or was^ haunced; and others,- ai 
filly, have believed thcm.^ 

^^ I Ihould.be one of the laft fort: I 
ihoughf of it all the tioie I was there* Cam 
yotr tcU me any thing more?'' 

'* That old lady you obfcrvcd. Ma- 
dam '* 

^* Walks out of her frame at midntghtjt 
conftaotfly, does ihe wt V* 

^' You make me laugh; but I am glad 
to fee you fo plealanc They %j ih# 
^Alks through tfaefe rooms €vcry nigh% 
and (huts the doors bard afijer b^/* 

'* Oh, I bclievfilt all; but i ihiH nevQr 
^ there to be convinced of k. If your 
matter wifhcs to get rld>f me by a Aoi* 
way, be oeed only fixut me i^ one n^ht 
^witb that: ofed lady, and ihe wiU di^^ofe <lf 
me before the morning/' • 

"'Gbo^Godl what a thought! 1 wifh 
you loved toiy mAfl*r well enough to' "be- 
lieve. 
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licve, that he ftudics tO' do every thing .;o 
promote your happinefs." 

^* I wMhl could bciieve it. Hewcvcf, 

you may fee that I have a Very ^6od opi- 
-nton of yoi>, -or I IhouM not have* ^xAcen 
fo fritefy. I will try to l®Ve thciiodfe, ^cA 
it's maflefi but it depends upon Mn^' tt> 
bring it to pafs." - 

We went over the offices, which were 

• ^ • H 

large, neat, and convenient i and 1* re- 
turned to my 6wn apartitjcnt, tha^kfirt 
that it was rcaHy tfie ik^ habitable^ and 
comfortable of any in the whole houfe. 

One day, Mr. Stri6Uind led mt over 
hts grounds; he fh'ewed me Tome very 
agreeable profpeAs^ his grounds were, ^ 
I' have fince underllood, in high cuhiva- 
tion, well fenced, and neatly kept: I was 
no judge of this i but I praifed and admired 
as much as I could, ibmetimes in the 
n^ronjg place, and fometimes in the right. 

He feemed pleafed with me and himfelf; 

F 5 fo 
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fo I took the opportunity of aflcing lea\^ 
fo invite an old friend and fchool*feUow» 

m 

Franca La^i/ou by name, to come and 
ipend jpme. tim^ with me* 

He. puckei^d. up his face into a thouiand 
(Wrinkles-— <^ No^ Madam; I do not ap* 
prove of it/* 

'' And why. Sir J** 

'^ Becaufe I do not like female friends 
and confidants: they often make' differ* 

ences between t^xhh and wife ; and I wlih 

» 

my \<fife to hare no other friend and coa- 
fidant thao myfclf.'* 

I f^id no more* He frowned,, and grew 
fblky: apjd we had little more converfa* 
ijpnpf any kind on our ^ay home, 

I aflced him> whether he could play 
picquet ?— " No.'* 

'* Cribbage ?'^— " No."* 
^ <« Backgflwamon J"— A very bud- V No'^^ 
1 (brunk into myfelf, and was filent. , 
- Another time, I urged him to keep me 

a fervani 
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a &rvaiit to attend me : he thought Mrs; 
Gilfon was good enough to wait on me. -I 
f^d, fhe was too good^ and that I fcrupled 
to let a perfixi of her ye^rs apd merk wait 
on mC(; bqfidcii Ihe htid bu&iefs enough 
upon Her :hand9» ^wij^bcfut (hi$. addition. 
lie did not like a fine-jft^y.ffiry^nt in hi$ 
liouie. 

'^ No more do I^ Sir;! I wantlohly a 
cleanly a^ humble girl abouit me. I have 
always been ufed to have a iervant to my*- 
felf $ and I did not expedb that my conve* 
niencies would be lef&ned by marrying a^ 
maaof yoair fortuofe/' . 

** I will ctfafider 0f ki but I don't like 
it — I tell you, I:don*t like it." 

" That miy be a, reafon to you* Sir j 
but it is noiie to anyione elfc/' 

** May be 6^ : but I am Ihfe perfbn to 
judge of that; and what I like,. is,, and 
ihall be, th*. 1^ in.,this hotife,^ 
: "Alas foraftieJJlJSbd k/o tp nfty fojr-^ 

F 6 row !— 



row^Yoa'bit' attire de^tio than ih« 
king of ;Frtoce/* 

Hefwore'agrefttosth^ tmdm^t 6Mof 
the ' room, mutttring^ thaSt he was, and 
WoUldbci Ae ftoalkt j'n his ^dwii keArfe. 

I /fretced fufficicfitly^ us you mny fup« 
fofc; :He <(aw «iic la tears j hot they had 
tio eflPeft on him. 

Qb; Bramcca I • your h<ift>and jcould not 
bear to .fte you ivbep ! A {;6od«4iatuMd 
man c^not ^ die womaa the loves weep, 
tirnnored ; but to iU-niiatiired ^ one wiU 
chide her for that grief which, hk liaiihiiels 
and cruelty have octafioned. Let «very 
woiTiaD take care to knoir^cbe temper of 
the man (he marries. Of all the requifkes, 
Jet good-6at(3rt be the firfti it is the 
bafis upon which woman- mijft'fautld her 
happinefs: I haire paxl dear for my ex- 
pcrieace. 

I was naturally of a chearful hempen 
There is a happy daftidty kk the human 

mindi 



liandof 'Tyrahriy ; but, as fboti m that fofOt 
is withdrawn, it recovers it*s firengclH tnd 
Mtirm to ^iK. Cli4g4n«l ftatQ< fe^ my^mlnd 
rafe^ at 6iilel> ^a*d i^ifillied >&«} laSifOntl \i 
received. 

I had ha^f^xif momen wha had dared to 
9ppoie their JbiuA)««d«; ^f tbofe whd "hsd 
^Wfic^^ddi* «!a»ry;fMvri6hOTIi aiulrof tbo^ 
iMb% had efivrisfid ^h^tfoi wrof g^vcmmoit^ 
and ruled over dirijc fbiiiboo^. Hiie ham 
I detefted: I wiflicd .£p0r iftQthipg JBdOfC 
thaa a Jkixxd and j^cxalp jpafter^ vrbo yould 
indulge my rcaroAabJie demands^ 'and 

check nne in what w^s improper and un- 
leafonahle.. 

Mr. Stri6Uand.ufcd to go to a market- 

. . . ¥ . . 

town three miles. qB^ and to a club ihpre 
<very W^dncfday. aac| did ni)t come honci^ 
till ten, or fometimcs rdcven o'clock. . 

I dked iiis:.permi0ioB to invite one of 
the Mifs Eltons to fpend the day with me^ 

during 
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diriftg bts sibiehcc. ' He ^wered^* frcwtir 
iDgtjrr-^f Np r*. be did not like : female 

gOffipS. . • . •. ! 

^* I never fuppofcd that you meant tof 
ihut. me iup bere^ wd : deb«ur nif; from all 
focictv." 
« What did I mean by fociety ? 

'^ What you and every body elfe mean 
by it; the i^rd is well underftood^ and 
wants no cxplflnationi what you are now 
going in iearch of, and what is denied to 
no one elfe but wie.** 

' ** Hey day ! you can ufe yoxir tongue,' 

» » • 

Madam, upon occafions/' ' * 

*^ Yes, Sir/I can ; and I ufe it to tcrf 
you, that you are cruel and unjuft'to'nie*' 
I have never afked any thing unreafbnable; 
and I have had every requeft of niinc rc« 
fufed. Had I known. Or could I have 
fuppofed, you would have (hut me up 
here, and denied me all kind of fociety, I 
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would never have come within tbefe doort« 
Would to God I never had !'* 

I burft into tears. I threw my hands 
upon the table, and my head vpon them. 
He finiflied buckling the llraps of his 
boots; and then he came and threw his 
arms around me, and would have care/Ted 
me, to make amends for his infult ; but I 
puflied him from me, and ran out of the 
room ; for my heart rofe againft him. 

He fent Mrs. Gilfon, after me, telling 
her what I had faid, defiring her to try to 
reconcile me to my lot *, and he mounted 
his horfc, and rode away. 

My anger got the better of my grief j 

which was a lucky circumftance. I ranted 

like a queen in a tragedy. I faid, I would 

no longer fubmit to fuch ufage, but would 

write to my guardians, and defire th«m to 

fetch me away, and proteft me from my 

tyrant. 

Mrs» Gilfon let me run myfelf out of 

breath : 
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brcarii-: flic then threw in her Wnd and 
prudent couirfds. 

• She faid, that,' by ftrivmg againft the 
ftream, I encreafed my, own diftrcfs ; that, 
if I w6uld fubmit to my fate, and con- 
'defcend • to ToothV Mr, Stf inland's liu- 
tnour, I alight, in tuti^, fofccn the harfh- 
ticfs of his tfempcj, and bring about many 
things J but '6ppofition wouid only hardea 
and encfeafe it. 

She pitied and fbothed me with a true 

maternal tenderncfs v ' and Ihe favcd me 

» • ' • ■ 

from defperatioiij and fr6m taking a rafh 
ftep which I meditated. 

..From relenting warmly, flie brought me 
to be cool and reafonable j but I fettled 
into grief and mclanclioly, wTiich The could 

hot cure. 

She promifed to fpeak to her mafter^ 
^ • - . 

** For," faid fhe, " he will Vonietinies hear 
reafon from me/' 

Mrs. Gilfon left me wlieh Ihe faw me 

compofcA 
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iCompOfcd. I. ate no dinner^ but I rnade 
<Mrs. Gillbn drink tea with mc, and fit 
<with me ibmc tkne afterwards^ 

^ v^nt to bed tkiAy y and, fooo sfcer, t 
iiedird Mr. Stri6);limd's whiftle in the court- 
yard : and> ^gry as I was^ I was glad to 
hMf him; for I thought his company a 
dkiod of proteAion againft the goblins 6f a 
^ lhx>ng itnagiilatioh. 

He did not come up ftairs till near ai\ 

'tiour afters and my fancy was employed in 

Tuppofing him fo much oSended^ that l^c 

' -wdold not ilcep inth .me, tut go to ah« 

•other 4>cd. 

I liad lighted a candle in my room, 

"which was in Keu of a companion ; but, as 

« • 
foon as I heard my hinband coming up 

^airs, J |)ut h out, and* counter fcited a 
^und fleep^ to avoid ipeaking to him. 

He came to bed foftly,* for fear sf 
Vaking me, and rdfc in th6' fanie manner. 

When breakl^wasmdy, he ftniMrs, 

Gilfoa 
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Gilfoh to afk my company. She faid, h0 
was lorry.. to have . vexed -mc ■ ib much 
yefterday ; and begged me to forgive him, 
and tQ fpeak kindly to him* . : : 

I faid, when he dhaUld. .acknowledge 
himfelf in f^ult, I roigbt forgive him ; but 
I dpubted. whether he thought fo.or hot* 

I :^nt down ftairs with a .refolutioa to 
fupport my fpirits, ancj pot, tp give up aiy 
caufe till I was compelled to it. 

When I entered the room^ he met and 
embraced me—" Forgive me^Rach^l^ the 

^ 4 

^paio.I.gave you yefterday I Mother Gii- 
fbn has been fchooling me in your behalf: 
flie fays, you- were very uneafy all the day. 
J did not mean to ve;s yoi| & .^nd I am 
forry you took it fo.*' ^ i 

^. j^Iy fopljflx^ heart ifluttered fojr that I 

. could not fpeak prcfently j but my tears 

. Ipqke for me. 
. Hf led me to the tabki and aflccd if He 
AiouLd maike th^ xt^ for me^ . 

I bowed 
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I bowed, btit faid nothing ; for I dared 
not truft my voice:* but my hrart was 
» cheered by his behavicfur,- which fliewed 
more tendcrnefs than I had- yet fcen. 

As foon as I had recovered my voice, I 

faid — ^^ Sir, I defire that you will fend to 

Mr. Wotton's, for my book-cafe and my 

- har pfichord ; for,' as I am demed' the 

*blefln^gs oif i^ciety, *1 ihall have need df 

every refource bcfide." 

He . feemed to confider of it j and then 
faid — ** I will, my dear, the firfl: oppoi^* 
tunity ; that is, when I can fpare the wag- 
gon and horfes.*' ^ 

.< .1 thanked him, and was cheered by his 
compliance ; for it was the firft req.ucft of 
mine that he had feemed ta grant. 

He behaved with complai fa nee to me 

the whole day, which I received gratefultyi 

and this calm lafted feveral days ; but thdn 

,he returmd to his altitudes again, and was 

as delpotic.as the Grand Scigoior. 

Wc 
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Wc went on in th» w«jr for ftVeral 
months. I was married irhe firft week in 
Septembers and be liad not found am 
opportunity to fend for. my book-cafc 
aud harpfichord tlU the begiiming qf Dc^ 
cemb^r* 

The day before, Mr* Strifttand toW mc 
ihat he ilhoujd fend for them on the mor* 
rowt and ieemed to think ht had coft^ 
ferred an obligation upon wti 

i went op ftatrs into mj dreffing-iroom^ 
wd mrroee ta Mr. .Wotuai » folio w»« 

? 

*^ DIAR SIR, 

^« i ouoH!r> long before this tfme^ 
•0 haMe paid my acknowledgments to yotl^ 
for your pato'hal care and goodne& to me^ 
fit>m the death of my parents to the day of 
my marriage. From that day, I have been 
ikept like a prifoaer, forbidden to write^ or 
xonverfe.wkhanyof my friends. Mr.Stri^- 
land will not allow -me to make acquaint* 

ance 
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tittcc with any of the very few coiiYcrfable ^ 

tieighbours this village aff^idsir HcTayt^ 

three or four times in a yesp is oftea 

enough to vifit, or be v ifited. I am altewed 

to vralk about this old rambling houFc^ and 

to converic with the piSxires with whiich it 

is fVirniibed. I ham haf dl^ yet got Over 

Any fears of walking alone from one room 

to miotfaer^ Ytt, M thefe things I could 

bear> and uic myfelf to^ if my huibaiid was 

gpod-^nitturai^ kindj. and companionable ; 

but indeed^ my dear Sir, he istneitfaer df: 

them. He treats me like a iervant, and 

fpeaks as if he was always going to chide 

stte. Once or twice, he has rouied a fpirit 

that I did nor know was ih me ; and I 

have been upon the point of running away 

from. him, and enquiring my way to you* 

Now, Sir, I beg that you will, as foon as 

you can conveniently, come over hither, 

ahd talk^ to Mr. Stridland : perhaps, you 

may pretraik upon him to treat me better, 

or 
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or elfe to let mc go away from him, and 
live in fome obfcure way, upon what al« 
lowancc he will -agree to make me j for I 
fhall not live long* here. I am very un- 
wdlv I lofc my relt, and my appetite. 
Mr. StJ-idlahd ieccns to care very little 
about ine s and, I hope, . he will be pre- 
v^led upon ro part with me, without much 
^fliculty. With my beft wifhes and re- 
gards to Mrs. .Watton» and all the family^ 
I am^ dear Sir^ your unfortunate ward, 
and iiitthble fervant, 

: •• " i^ACHCL Strictland/* 

« - • • 

I gave this letter to Mrs.Gilfon, the laft 
tiling before I went to bed^ and charged 
her to give it to the fervant who was to go 
with the waggon, for he was to fct out 
e^rly in the morning; but to take care not 
to give it him before Mr» Striftland^ 

Having thus guarded all- my points, I 
went to reft, and did not dream of the 

fiorm 
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Itortn that was to burft over my head the 
Allowing day. 

"When I weMdt>wn to breakf«ft, Mrs.* 
Gilibn came in hafijily. She lifted up her. 
hands apd ey^s j . and, ia a low voice—*- 
** Prepare yoMrfelffor-i—t-5**, - r ; j 

That inftant^ came ijti her maftect^ WitH 
his face in a flune^ and every feature in' 
motion. 

He threw a letter at^ me, (ajring^-^ 
^ There, Madam! there is your anfwer 
from Mr. Wotton!" It was my own le&er,< 

He ftormed and raved hke a madman r^ 
he abufed me all to nought. How dared 
I write to Mr. Wotton, and . call him 
hither, to be a judge over him in his own 
family ? He vented an hundred epitheta 
of rage and contempt againft me, Mr* 
Wotton,. and all his family • 

I was terrified ; but I let him run on till 
he was out of breath. In the mean time, 
I got fpirit enough to anfwer him. 

«« I am 



<* I am netfiher afvatd nor aftam^d to 
own all that I haye faid to Mr; WtMlon : I^ 
WDvUl lay tihe Gtvm to^li cte ^(A-M; tfou 
have uftd me cruelly suHt^io^a^yi and P 
will complam to Heat on- and^<art^ f ;^Wfif 
did you marry ine4-fot(Mtnei»:$iri*ddil&e(V 
me ^ to tore a^ wafe^a> Teiit all ydur HU 
hunaouis upon ?-<!*Wlu^ have I evor done 
to dcfervc fuch ufage i I have only been' 
too tame ^nd humble to you ; and that 
has. made you . worfe land worfe. You. have^ 
uiedmebafelyand ungeneroufly: you were 
eonfcious^ that you deierved that Lfbould 
complain of you ; and, therefore, you had 
the meannefs to open my letter to my 
guardian. You have gained' a new means 
to triumph over me. I dcfpife you more 
than ever ; and I would rather die than 
live with fuch a man as you are !" 

Here I funk down in a fwoon^ and lay 
fenfelefs upon the flo6r. 

It was now his turn to be terrified. He 

called 



r" 
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colled Gilfoa : (he fiKHi came in. They 
TAiied me, and feated itie in a chair. Mrs. 
Gilfon fupponted me ; Stritftland ilamped, 
aad tone his hair, like one diflraded $ Gil- 
fon called ottt for water $ and the whole 
houie was 9 &ene of confufion. 

As foon as I reccwrered my fenfcs, V 
called out>— " Take away that mail who 
iias killed jite ! take him away^ and let me 
44ie in peaceJ'*. 

Gilfon begged me to compofe myfelf. 
I felt an unufual pain ; and it feemed to: 
reftore my fpirits^ 

I faid— -'^^ I am taken very bad : J know 
mt what ails me; but^. I believe, I am 
dyi^- Put me to bed, and let me have 
none biit my own lex about me." 

Stridland offered to approach me: he 
Ihook like a leaf 

I pulhcd him away—-" Begone^ man! 
do not touch me !" 

Vol. II. G Gilfon, 
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Gilibn^ an4 the codk^maul^ led me tipry 
fttirav ^^ put ^ to* bed; My pains con-;' 
timifyli jand^ ia aq . i^)W« produced aa: 
tifeA wbi^h I neither fbrefaw nor uoder^- 
ftQOilt tiU:Mrs. Gilfon explained k tom^. 

She vrent to iier mafter^ and told him* 
^^1 had happeoody aad de&redJhini to 
fend for the doSior : fo thef c^kd (6r 
apothecary and accoudieur of the village; 

Striifkland was in agonies : ike was di&pp 
pointed of his hopes; which, I belieye, 
affii£ted hjm ftill'more than my fufferings. 

<* Compofe yourfeif/* faid Mrs. GUfon^ 
^* thank Heaven, it is no worfcf I feared 
yoa would have had her death to anfwer 
for. All will be well : hut you muft turn 
over a new leaf ; for Ihe will not bear your 
ill-trcatment any longer/' 

He fwore, he would do any thing I de^ 
fired, if I would but forgive him, TrLt fcnit 
away a fcrvant for the do^bor^ and would 

fain 
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f»a Jiave then came Up ta oae ; butlfetH: 
wofvi> if be- Mriibed^^Aieito^rtvej ho maft^ 
kifep etit^ <^' my fight, fw I xstmld tide 
bear if. 

The do6lor came* Mpsr Gilfoa told 
him iall: the oir^tioiffaitGes : ans^ moreover, 
that I had heaM • news that; afFedbolv tne, r 
and occafioned' a ^at agitaeioa of mind; * 
and, (he- thought) I Warned fomething that 
yfW both coftfofiing andr compoTrngy. to fee 
oi©to-r4fl:#. 

He fe^t mfl a draught, to take at nig^c**: : 
He coid Mf. Striftland, that I muft be 
fcept qpiet, and not. be difturbed ; and^ in 
a few days, I Ih.ould be well. 

That poor man, the, martyr of his hu- 
mours and paflions, fpent a miferable day, 
and reftlefs night. Mrs. Gilfon begged 
him to wait till I was better, before he 
came before me. She blamed him, and 
Ibothed him, by turns j for he was really* 
an objcft of pity, 

G 2 Finding 
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Finding that l.b^A a good nighty and 
was out of danger» fhe began to plead for 
my pity and forgivc^cfs of her maftcr. My ' 
refcntment was not abated : I refufed to fee 
him, or to bear of him. . , 

, '• 5uppoGng," faid fhe, " that you. had 
really been in a& nuich danger as -you 
thought yourfelf, would not forgiveneis 
have been a duty ? Would you wilh to 
leave the world in a (late of hatred or 
malice with any perfon ? Do you fband in * 
no need of forglvenefs yoUrfelf ? Where is 
the perfon living that has not finned ?'' 

I could not reply to thefe (jueilions. 

She went on* — ^* You cannot repeat the 
Lord's Prayer, unlcfs you forgive thofe 
that have offended you," 

*^ Have I not caufe for refcntment ?" 
" I do not deny that •, but the Scripture 
fays, Lei not the fun go down upon your 
wrath I be angry ^ but Jin not. A true 

Chriftian 



Cbriftian muft forgive the grcatcft injuries, 
or he is not worthy of the name."**" 

" Oh, my good woman t you are wifer 
and better than I. You know, and prac- 
tife, every Chriftian virtue. I will do what 
you require of mej but the fight of your 
mafter wiir ruffle tties I cannot talk with 
hlnn at prefent." ^ 

« 

** Stay till you are better firft : I do not 

infift upon it to-ilay. My mafter is io 

, • • • 

much vexed and Tiumbled, that it grieves 

mc to fee him : he has neither eaten nor 

'^flept fincc'he fawyouV Send hini fomc 

"t^^Ords of comfort prefently ; and let me 

tell him, you will fee him as foon as you 

» 

'are able/' 

I was filent. • 

*^ Come, my dear miftrefs, tell aie what 
I fliall fay to your hufband ?" 

" Tell him, that I forgive him what is 

paft :" but, if I live, 1 ^will be parted from 
him." 

G 3 " That 
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*' That IS not fbrgiyenefs: I wHl carry 
BO fuchmcffagc." 

« What cam I fay J*" 

'< Shall I fsLff that you forgive him> and 
tvill fee him aa fbon as you are aUe ?'' 

" Yc5> you may fay fo : bu t i ^* 

" No i/s nor iuts: we muft do our 
duty/* 

She went away^ left I Ihould draw back» 
|tnd left me to niy o^n reflexions ; which 
were fufficiently painfull with rcfpcd to the 
paft and the future. 

She came back in an Jiour^ with fonot 
broth Ihe had madcj and urged me to take 
it. " My matter fends his love to you> 
and* thanks you for die kind meflage i and 
he fays, he will deferve your forgivenefs^ 
and very foon give you proofs of it, as 
foon as you will allow him to fee you." 

I begged her to fay no more upon the 
fubjeft at prefcnt. Talked her to bring me 

a book. 

<f tc Not 
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. 5* Not h indeed;' faid fli^i. ♦M hope 

I know better.''^ . - 

^ Then, you matt talk of fomcthing lb 

encefcauR iiMf. N6w> I tbiak of it;; ^rajr^ 

tell me yoiir own ftory^ and how 70^1 

came to live with Mr,S.tridlland/' 

*' Laok-a-dj^y I my ftory U Jiot MForth 

jour hearing/^ 

*^ 1 am,Gercain it is better than my owa 

uncomfortable rcfleflions.'* 

*' If yo«, fey {q, I will tell it yon* 

Bpt. you muft not brood over uncom- 
fortable thoughts : I cm fee much Mppi-* 
^ftcfs in ftorc for you, an^ better profpeda 
than you have had fince the d^y you 
married.*' 

•* Or elfc they muft be very gloomy T* 
ikid L . . 

** Now, do not talk fa t you grieve my 
heart/* 

" Cofme^ tell jne ](!our ftQry,,then.'* . • 

*' I will," laid Ihc, « direaiy. 

G 4 "My 
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« 

" My parents w^ere fbopkccptrt iff this 
village. They fold almoft every tlung, 
and got a very good livelihood* My bro- 
thers were idle and unthrifty youths y the^« 
wanted to be of genteel profeiBons ; tbcy 
made my father fpend all his favings upon 
them. My fifters and I had what is 
thought a good education here in the 
country : we were taught to read and 
write, and the firft rules in arithmetic. 
We fervcd in the fhop, and were of ulc to 
my father. My mother performed the 
duties of the houfe* 

** My eldeft fitter and I kept the day- ^ 
book; and, in the evening, my father ufed 
to transfer it to other books. He under- 
ilood his bufinefs well, and would have 
raifed a fortune, but for his prodigal fans* 

*♦ My mother died under fifty^ years of 
age. She lived not to fee the misfortunes 

of the family, which came on foon after* 

. # > • • - • 

My eldeft brother broke his. indcnttires^- 

4 . and 
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and ran away : he went to ica ; and wq 
pcJirer knew ivhat became of hinir 

^^^ The fccond follovred kls cfxamplc i 
he went ieveral voyages to India ^ and hd 
gets- hisbread> and that is alL 

** My father mcc with feyeral loflcs : 
people ran' away in his debt ; and he got 
into trouble^ and went backward every 
year. 

^ There was a yoting man^ who had 
ferved his time, in a great town^ to a 
draper and grocer. He made love to* 
my eideft fitter. My father let him into^ 
bis affairs^ and confulted hirn what he 

Ihoulddo*, 

, » 

^ Mr. Dixoa had good property to put 

himfelf into bufinefs. He agreed to take 

my father^s Ihop and ftock off his handsy 

r 

and to pay him a fum annually for his life j 

which my poor father gladly accepted He 

married my fifter^ arid keeps the &op unta^ 

this day/' 

G5 •*Wcll, 



' ** 'WcH, bm, Mrs. Gilfon, you tell mc 
nothing about yourfelf. Had not you a 
f^^thtirty as wdl as your fStcr? T think 
"you arc a widow.** 

'^*' Ycs> Madam; fy I am. I had a 
fweetheait> a farmer's fbn s as hooeft and 

Worthy a man aS'CVer tived. Mis pafents 

difapproved of our couriihip, becaufe ^ 

father could give me no fortune. 

^^ An uncle of his died^ and left him 
two hundred pounds. He hired a farml- 
and went into it: but^ alas! he had not 
fufficienc to ftock it. 

•* We married the Michaelmas after. 
We ftrovc hard for a livelihood; but, 
fomehow or other, wc were unlucky in all 
our undertakings. 

** Our com was fpoiled, our cattle died, 
And nothing fucceeded with us. 

•' Wy hufband died fcven years after 
tmr marriage, (I verily think, of a broken 
t^eari:} and left wc, with one ibn^ and a 

ruffled 
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« 

nsffled (kane^ to get through a$ well as 
I could. 

** My wifh was, to pay every one their 
due, whatever became of us ; fo I gave up 
all we had into the hands of a gentleman, 
and it was fold to pay the creditors : and 
all were paid to the laft (hilling, and there 
was fifty pounds left for me and my fon. 

** My fifter and I loved each othef 
dearly. She and her huiband took u» 
into their houfe for a time ; but I fcorned 
to hang upon another for fupport. I re- 
folved to go to fcrvicc, as foon as 1 could 
get a place that was fuitable to me^ 

*^ My hufband^s relations were all 
people of good property 5 yet they could 
ftand by, and fee his widow and fon ia 
a ftate of Indigence, and never reach out a 
hand to fave us from finking under it. 

" Mr* Striftland bought this cfete* 
His wife died foon after he came to jive 
here. He wanted a houfel^cepcr/ to be 

G 6 over 
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over his fcrvants : I was recommended 
to him, and he accepted of my for vices s 
and I have lived here fiLve-and-^twcfity 
years. 

" The old gentleman was a kind ma- 
iler. After his deaths I continued with 
his fon ; and^ I can truly fay, I have been 
a faithful fervant to them both. 

r 

" I fcfign myfelf to the will of Heaven: 
I fee many others worfe off than me ; I am 
thankful for the good I receive, and pa- 
tient under the evil." 

" Excellent woman!*' faid I; " thou 
art content with a little, and patient under 
thy ill-fortune. What a Icflbn to mel— 
But, what became of your fon V* 

'^ He is living, God be praifed ! He 
is all my care^ and all my hope, in this 
world.*' 

•' What fituation is he in ?'* 
. •* He is a farmer's fervant. All that I 
could fpare went for his board and edu« 

cation: 
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cation: he is qualified for ati upper fcrt 
vant, andYwili foon, a& I hope, be a hetd 
masi that 4S all that- 1 can hope for him: 
but, if he is a good man in his ftation, he 
is all the fame, in the fight of God, as if 
he. was iti a higher, and I atn -thankful 
for it/V 

" I thank you for your* ftorjr; it is that 
of Chriftian patience and peace, undef 
fufferings and misfortunes^ I will ^ndea-^ 
vour to profit by it." 

** My good miftrefs, I am very much 

attached to you; I am fenfible of your 

merit, and that your fituation is unplea-> 

lant; but I think, moft of us increafe our 

fufferings by our own impatience : by our 

fubmiifion and refignation, we blunt the 

edge of them. I would fain tearh you the 

*.' 
leffon of patience, which I have learned 

myfelf ; and then I fhall think I have done 
you good fervice/* 
i was affcdtcd by her good fenfe and 

humility! 
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iicmi}it]r; it reconciled me to my fete, and 
hmnMed mc tn my own eyes. I felt^ that 
I had incrcafed my fuflferings by my paf^ 
fion and refcntmcnt. I looked up to Hca* 
vcnj and begged pardon for my impatience 
and petulance : I prayed for patience and 
fortitude; my mind was foftcned towards 
my hulband> and more at eafe with myfilt 
I went to reft in more tranquillity than I 
had known fmoe I went to Woodlands. 
The next day I was much better.. 

I lored Mrs. Gilfot^ better every day: 
I was fcfblved to go to her fehool of pa* 
tieace, and to praAife thofe virtues, which 
ibone in her through the veil of * ad-^ 
verfity* 

The third evenmg after my illnefs, Mes» 
Gilfbn begged of me to fee her maftcr be* 
fore he went to reft : (he was fo earneftV 
and fo right in her remonfirances, that t 
could not refufe hci^ She went and &tched 
blau 
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He was fo iinmbled, and fo dej«ftpd, 
that I felt pitf for hiT»> and yet> my heart 
feid, that he weU defcrved it* 
/ He kneeled down by my bedfidei he 
feefned unable to fpcak for a minocc. At 
la^ft, he fighed deeply, and faid— « Can 
you forgive me?'* 

"I anfwered — ** Yes, I do : but you hare 
Another* forgivcneft to a(k» Wrctthec} 
are they who fufFcr their paffions to be 
their matters ! You have iufFcred for it ; 
fo have h You have been in the wrorgj 
I have not been without blame. Let ua 
pray to God to forgive us both!** 

He faid^" Amen, I pray 43od !" 

Mrs. Gilfon repeated her Amen with 
fervour. 

Mr. Soriaiand faid--'* Now, I (hall go 
to bed in peace, ain4 hope to reft there. ^' 

I faid — " I wMh yoU 4 good nigfet, Sir!" 

f I thank y©u^ my d^rcfl! thwk y^ul 

thank 
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^bank yout You are too good to me; but 
I will hope to dcfcrve it/' 

" Come, Sir/* faid Mrs. Gilfon, " you 
muft not ftay here too long: let me light 
you t0 your chamber.** 

He kifled my hand, and retired to reft. 

Gilfon came back, and flcpt with me as 
before. She thanked and praifcd me for 
my behaviour; and I went to reft ia peace 
and tranquillity. 

As (bon as Mrs. Gillbn perceived I was 
awake, Ihe thus fpoke— •** My dear mif- 

trefi, 1 have been thinking, that you might 
believe me very partial to my matter^ by 
my earneftnefs in his behalf. I thought I 
was in my duty, and that heeds no apo- 
logy. You have fulfilled all my wi(he9> 
and my hopes of you, by your behaviour 
laft night; and now> I will be the coun^ 
fellor on yo\ir fidci 

?• My poor matter is fufiiciently hum* 

bled. 
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bled. Before his temper rifcs again, £br 
14ature will return to it's bent, I advife 
you to makcfomc tcmis and conditions 
with him, and to obtain fuch things as 
may contribute to your cafe and conifort, 

» 

He will rcfufe you nothing at this time: 
but think well of what you afk ; and you 
may lay a foundation of future peace.'* 

*^ I thank you, my good friend, for 
your wife counfcU I had once intended to 
make but one condition, which was that 
of a fcparationi but you have Ihaken my 
rcfolution. I will try him onc« morCi and 

I will fliew you the terms I Ihall offer/* 
* • - ' > 

She was pleafed with me, and I with her. 

' She went down flrairs, and 1 fet my 

mind to work upon the important fub"- 

]c&. After I had brcakfaftcd; I rofe, took 

my pen, and wrote as follows— 



• '. » , w 
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^ ARTICLES OF RECONCILIATION BKTWEEKT 
Mtl. AND MRS. STRICTLAI^D, 

m 

" Mrs. Strictland thinks fhe has been 
moft unworthily treated^ She had once 
rcfolved,. at all hazards, to acquaint Mr^ 
Wotton with every part of Mr. StriftlandV 
behaviour to her, and to rcqueft his aflift- 
ancc to nniake articles of feparatlom Upoit 

■ 

farther conGderation, and reHedions upon 
the duties of her litiMition, Ibe confents to 
forego, or, at leaftj to poftpone^ fucb inr 
(tention, if Mr. Stri£Uand will agree to the 
foUowing conditions, 

" L Mr. Striftland (hall be very punc- 

» 

tual in ^hc payment of the allowance ftipu- 
^lated by Mrs. Striftland's guardians, for 
her cloaths and pin-naoneyi viz. Fifty 
Pounds a year 1 and (hall not, in future, 
put her to the difagreeable ncceflicy of 
afking for it. 

" N. B. The firft quarter is now due. 

" II. 
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' ^' II. . Mr. Smaiand .fli^l «llow Us 
wife a fervant to attend upon her; for ihe 
cannot bear that fo refpedable a woman 
as Mrs. Gilfon fhould attend upon a young 
wonaan under age^ uoiefs in partlcuUr 
cafesj where her fkill and tendernefs are re- 
quired. She can never, enough acknow- 

pledge her care -and kindnefs in the prel^nt 
cafe. Mrs. StrifblaAd does not wifh for a 

^lad7*fervant^but pnly an humb}e> decent^ 

.And cleanly g}rl> about; her perfon.; and 

fiflie /will pay her wages tut elf her own 

<aliowam:e. 

^' III. ^Mr. Striaiand (hkW allow Ms 
wife to vifit and be vifitcd by luch gentry 
in the neighbourhood as arc of unexcep- 
tionable eharafter : particularly the famify 
of the Rev. Mr. Elton, whofe friendfhip 

•Ihe is very defirous to cultivate. Mr. 
Striftland has an acknowledged right to 
except againft any ina|M-oper. acquaintance, 

and 
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' and any perfon to whom ke may iiaV» 
any particalar diflike or objeftion;^ 

'^ IV. Mr. Striaiand fliaff permit' h\s 
wife to write to her frieridsj efpcciairy to 
her guardians; and the frierfds of^ licr 
family. 

** V. Mrs. Striftland requdf s, that Mr. 
Striaiand would behave to her with con * 

s 

piaifance and kindnefs, titt he difcovers 
her to be unworthy of it; and to ufc hini* 
felf to habits of courtefy :: flxc prefumes^ 
that it will promote bis faappineis^as much 
as hers« She requefts him to forgive all 
that he has fe<;n amiis iivher^ 4nd fiie truly 
forgives all that is paft oa his Ude \ aad 
wiflies tbefe articles may be the foundation 
of future peace and unity betwtea theai/' 

V 

Wheni Mrs. Gilfon came up again, I 
read the articles to her:, (he was pleafcd 

« 

with them upon the whole^ but objedt^ 

to 
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<• fome paflages* She . advifed me to 
fcratch out, " at leaji^ to pftp^ne^'' in the 
firft ^iicXtj and I coipplied ; but I would 
not alter any of the reft. I defircd her to 
igive them to her mafter as foon as be 

came in« 

> 

After dinner, he fent to defire my leave 
to wait on me. 

I pitied poor Gilfon, for' being obliged 
ts trudge up: aqd down ftairs fo oftei^ % 
hj&t fhe faid — "Never ihiok of it, Madamt 
I can never be better employed than at 
pjefcnt/' 

I fent word, I fliould be g^ad to fee ' 
him; but it went againft the grain: how- 
c?cr, I could not now recede 5 and I *re- 
folvcd to fulfil imry propofals. 

He came, with a more compofed afpeft 

than I had feen him wear for a long time 

paft, with my paper in his hand. He 

bowed to mie, and looked as he ufed to do 

when he courted me for a wife« He aiked 

after 
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afisrTHf heaich^ and thanked God that I 
was getting wclK 

He faw my pen and inkl upon- the ^ahU t 
he took it up^ and wrote under nni^/ aiw 
titles 



** I AGREE to every .thing my dear wife 
has propofed. Witnefs my hand, 

" Jonathan Strictland*^^ 

He gave the paper into- my hand : he* 
bowed} I curtfiedi and yod never faw a 
politer nor better fatisiied ' pair* 

I thanked him for complying with my 
reqvefts ;- and .he thanked me for making 
the conditions fo eafy. 

He then took out hia pocket-book^ aad^ 
gave me a Bank note for twenty pounds. 

I thanked him^ butfaid^ I hadratW he 
would p^y me in c^H^^ for I c^uld noti 
chwige,the noje^ 

He ffttd^j there waa-n6 diange wanted? 

he defined me to /accept the* whole; for^ as* 

I had 
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I had charged myfelf with the fcrvant's 
wages, I ought to be enabled ta pay iti 
^ndj that he £h<»uld pay. me th« fame fitn 
4}uafterly. 

I thanked hin% and prayed inwardly 
chat this humour might laft; for I feared 
at w^as too good to hold long. 

' He afked my leave to drink tea with 
ffie. I faid, I was obliged by his cpmpany. 

; Old Gilfon wept for joy. She had never 
icen any thing like it' before^ aiid could 
bzrdly believe her ey ea. 

After tea, he faid— « To-morrow Is 
Wednefday, which is club-day: if it is 
agreeable to you, my dear, I will fend to 
iaik Mifs Elton to fpend the day with you -, 
that is, if you are well enough to fee her/' 

I was agreeaWy furprized at this proof 

of his fincerity in regard to the articles. 

I anfwered with caution^ left he Ihbdd 

think I preferred Mifs Elton's companf 
to his. 

I faid. 



Jf* SCHOOL FOR WIDOWS^' 

I faid, if it was agreeable to him, it 
would be fo to me. 

He left me at cigKt o'clock. He left 
me eafier and happier than I had been. 
e?er fince I was the declared rmftrefs of 
Woodlands. 

Gilfon and I had a long goOIp after* 
wards. The good woman promifed* me 
much happinefs, from my prudent condu£b 
asd her wife counfciss and we went to reft 
with our Hearts at eafe. 

The next day he called on me^ and took^ 

an aflfe&ionate leave before be went to his 
club^ He told me he had fent for Wi6 
Elton, and that {he would come, to me 
foon. 

I began to hope that he was, indeed, 
convinced of his fault-, and that he would, 
in future> be a kind huA^iand to me. 

Mifs Elton came early, and I fpent an; 
agreeable day in her company* 

I told her, I was permitted to cultivate* 

her 



her fiimdfliipy ^ifiA that of M her family^ 

nnd 1 ddlred to fee them as often as poffi^ 

ble« Stlie! bfOQght the complimenes of her 

fiftniljr. . Her father dtfircd to know, whe^ 

dier I ii6^d reading. I faid, I hadfuffcred 

much fcnt want of my books; but they 

wcr laidyarrivedi and I O^vAd be glad 

of her afllfliiancie to arrange them. Mr. 

Bit^a had -defined bisdaiighter to tell me 

he would lend me any of his book-s; as, he 

fvppokdi I (bould not find ahy to tny tafte 

at' Woodland^. > 

•She tcM tney her fiftef Kitty offered her 
fehrfccs' ta^hdpto nurfe me; artd^thac Ihc 
wa»* jeatous,* left' her filter Ihouhd engrofs' 
my falWiri I defited to fee her in a day 
d^'two* Wftfe Eltonwotild cat wfth me in 
my apartment: ihe was obliged to go home' 
early in nhd eviirtingv-tiuc promifcd to ice 
tM^^n (both' 

I went dowto-ftiirs a ft w* 'dap after, and 

\^^ %aiit inr» the &ohi}y way, ^ 

Voii. II. H Mr. 



W0^> bul;» tt Mia« Gilfon fbnstoldt Na^ 
ture would return to it^s/beiK^.tevcvj^C^ 
I^^hfiifioiii; wfts OKKF tpIciraWcb <»pQii4hc 
wWlfpr.^cpm that times and^ t^Qiig^ i^ 
broke out in paffiont and iU ^f n^ai,ir% oc^ 
cafionally^ yet he always , riacQlle^d bjfn- 
felf, and paid more attentions to (9e« 

I have (hewed you his chorader in: it's 
two extreme points, his word and his b^ 
behaviour^ that you may. judge hini^ fairly. 

I defired Mrs. Elton to look iput for 
fuch a ienrant as I deftribed. She recooi* 
mended a young woman^ who then wanted' 
a placej a cottager's dau^ter in the pari(h«^ 
She camke to mc the week after^ .and has 
lived with nie unto tbisdaj^ aju^good Mn« 
Gilfon Tays. 

From this time, I faw the Elton family 
often. On Wednefdays^ I had, alwa^fs CMae 
or two of them to dine with me; and I 
nad« excyfe to fee themi at ^e]j^^,i>«n 

houfe. 



itenlly^of krv* add otiirf^/ aisd t»eiy. viruie 
i«fid»l amoo]^ them* > ^^ *'^^ — ^^^ : '- 
' Mr$» Elton came (bft^dmes with ohe^ 
her ^aughterg: her comp&njr gaVe'me tn« 
tertaiDment and improventenit* 

One dkf, when we were chatting upon 

«• • • » 

Tarious futjefts, flie gave me fuch advicrf 

as I ihall never forget J for it made my 

utuadon more than tolerable. 

*« My ^ood neighbour,*' (aid (he, « by 
your account, you liffen to Mrs. Gilfon, 
ind ire grateful for her good offices : will 
you p'ermit me to offer fuch advice as my- 
fcif and my children have profited by?'* ' 

" Yes, furely/ Madam i and I fhall be 
thahkftrl for every inlfance of tt.^ 

" You are here in a large and lonely 
houfe, and have found it gloomy and*un«^ 
comfortable i and, though yoii arc Ibmc- 
tfm« iVvcly and pfcafant upon th^'\li1^k 
rooms dnd old pf^ures> t pericilve Wat 
-■''"-< H a they 



they h^v« taken hold pi J^VJOJ^^n^tW^: 
t^Hf giw . yw.. ^ receipt .to m?^}f^c th«mi 
familiar tx> yoa^ and t(>. make jou forget 
they were cyer formidad^le to you." 

^< I ihall be truly tbmkfitl for your. 
receipt, Madam."* 

^^ It is only this« Uie yourielf to a cqii« 
ftant habit of employment : reduce it to a 
method— Such hours to your firft duties^ 
fuch to ncedle-workj fuch to reading; Tuch 
to mufics fuch to writing; fuch to excrcife, 
to walking, to gardening. Thus your 
time will* be filled up; there will be no 
room for idle or gloomy thoughts, and 
you will find the days too (hort for you. If 

there Ihould be any time to (pare, I will 
tell you of another employment, that ia 
both pleafant and profitably." 

** Dear Madam, what is. that?" 

'* It is fpinning ftax, or hemp. Myiel^ 

tny daughwriSi and my fervants, do more 

or iefeiofife.cyery. day^ ai^ we.hayc leifurc 

;• f from 



from bbr' other duties. We^^ih all otir 

m « 

Iheets, tible-cloAs, towels, land fcicchfen- 
IFhen : ft turns 'to very good account, arid 
ic makes -us pleaded and Happy in our- 
felves." " ' 

* 

" I fhall be pr6ud to be your Icholar, 
Madam, if you will take the trouble to 

^tci^hw/^ .-:.-.. ..... ^- 

** That I will, with pleafurci and my 
daughters will be ready, to alTift me. when 
I cannot attend you myfclf.*' 

" I put rayfelf to fchool to you. Ma- 
dam \ but you muft get me the apparatus 
for this employment/* 

" I will get you a wheel, and all things 

.neceflary ; and one of us will come and 

teach you, whenever you will fend to us^" 

They got alt things in readiriefs, and I 
I5egan the week following; and ibis jirdved 
a moft plcafant and pr^fitstblc employe- 
orient. Itrefiftved me from that' ennui t)f 
" ' H3 which 



jtiidch timztiy complflin; and ic gmtified 
Mrj 8tri6U4ndi ^ho was pleafed to fiy-^ 
^f i ;fm :g}ad: or find than my wife is gocxl 
^ribmcthmg:'' and k confirmed. the El- 
tons in his favour, - t 

One New-yearVday^ Mr. Strf£kland in- 

Tited the families of £Udn and Southgate 

; to dii)e. wich him I and he allowed me^ In 

conjundion With Mrs. OtUen, to order 

tbe dinner. 

It was in the old Engliih ftytej plenti- 
iful, ibstiidt elegant, and every thing good 
'b'it's'kind.' - 

Another day, he gave a dinner to dll 
bis wprkiTien. 

i We jreturned the vifit to our neighbours; 

tutd this was the only invitation we- gave or 
.accepted through the year* 

The general courfe of our houfekeepiftg 

.^^«tl>is« We ktiUed a hogone week^ and 

y\it Ihfef ^n<)t}ier. Mr. 8Qudigate kvUed a 

^ibsq> <^e:^% fortnight likewise ; half our 

^ . Ihecp 



fiioep went.td hia houfc, and half bisJhecp 

tOAk^tSt We had plenty of porlc and miit- 

tion^ as jrou^feei hut fd^io; my thiog rife. 

> SdnnetitfRes a^pieccvof ican beef, of the in* 

ferior parts ; and then it was fat pork and 

leaii<blbrf.to cat rogethcry like haoi and 

idiickeir«: .We had . plenty of garden ftttff 

^m iMr.jOWO: grouiids^ and pliddin^ and 

«4uflppltngs withln-doofs. 

This might be called good hou(ekeep« 

mg; and fo'it Was, in fa6l: but to me, who 

. bad been ufed to another kind:of table^ ic 

was difagreeable, and it was a long time 

before I could relifh it. 

I ufed to afk for a chicken fometim^s^ 
but Mrs. Gilfon dared not kiir one with- 
out her mtfter's orders; and his mannef 
was fo ungraciotrs J that I dared not ^ 
fayoMrs of hioK • T 

F grew ufed to the houfe and ifs mafttr, 

* to M^s. Gitfon foretold. 1 rieo^tfei my 

' health) but my fpirit w^ not quitetdlosi^d, 

- H 4 nor 



Ml yt t^otfe fqbdyed; :h0t I leconcikd my 
^ind. CfOL vvfagt l)&(i0v tq be nyf dyty^.^ 

iThiial wen£ thipftgii li^^fir^ year vftf 
my roarriage. [The fecond brought wkh it 
an incr^afe of my blcflings ai)d*.c^infomt 
lileavei) fent me a- deaiir cbild^ iiv^Lch d ^o 
ceived as it's beft gift. Sarid}aod. %iit 
avcrjqycd^tthe birth o£a Soni (qjt he, lUte 
other menj wi(bedr to continue his :fimi))i i 
b^ bad ,e?eprc0ed a defirei .that he tqi^c 
fill the old hpufe ii^ich A- new CAce i>f 
his own. 

. Mrs. Gilfop was fo good 9S to n.urie use 
herfclf. She faid, (He would nevej yield 
that office to any pther*, for it was her 
pleafure. 

SbCt too, enjoyed the.birth of^mylbi?, ^ 
if it b^ been her own-^Now, (be ih(M4d 
fee all her wifhes dccompli|hed« fbe (b(^4d 
fet^ her m^er and miilre& happy* . 

; Aiiew iet of ideas, car^^ and employ*^; 
menis^ fuceeeded this event# 1 nurfod iny : 

fon J 



reward. ThetMld'^itw^ ftri^ab^rediitt 
hty iio^ed ;: ini^ hofiif I tiega^ to And^ niylelf 
at home. ^ 

1n-^iiimiriir-ttme,I i^fed.to wajk in 
dve fieSis^ terd iriitifidved the garden/ I 
Aiade 4 /gceeh'-^hcKile oOm^ of the unitfhaw 
hitcd parlours^ and filled ic with enoiids c/f 
various kbkfe^ I never ^iled to yifit the 
two, charming pi&ui^s> and my beart paid 
tbrnfVn mvolniitary homage. 

Mr. Striftiand was- naturally rough and 
furly. He had chiefly lived at home, with 
no other compahy But'his -fcrvanfcs: 'he 
Wa* acctrftomed^to cdmhiand, and to carry 
a high hand over thofc under him. His' 
ntsrrSi je/ and 'the tSfih of his fdn, fofterted 
him a little. When he thoiigtit my lifc'lnr^ 

confciencc reproacHtd him' with :his ili 
beliatnofir-tov4n|fy aiid h« w6uld< nf&lte fvis 
peace with both upon any terrm. Not^erlbf^- 

H 5 lefs, 



Ill HW#©*/^<»fi>iwri»eirsi 

}fi^^ l?*?ucftt?y«uWi r«tura ,agw« i«f^t"s 
bent; he had 'iicKr. b^enraoiaiiftq^l^dlt^cb 
fi\^^9f.Xt^m hiinrd4>and hd ikdMied 
that any other ftioiAJ 4 * w -.*j ^^^ 

, One ^ayj he came in ihi&i a plekA^ter 
look? diaii cbitimoii*^^ Rachd, I hti^e 
^dne fotneehtng that mrflF pteafe you. ^I 
would not do it to pleafe Mr. Wottont 
whut I do, flialt be of my own accbW.'^ 

*« What have you done, Sirr TeU me, 
that I nay diaik yoii for if." * ' 

** I hare bought a Carriag6--Come4 ahd 
fee it.- 

« Aiioftrchaife,Sir?- 

" No, d—a it ! No, rot it !— Not 9 
poft-cTiaifer ' ' ' "' 

" Ljonl bkfs me ! How (boM, I know 
<whitit wasi*' • ' ' 

^ t vad^rftabd yout Nothing wilf(<;irt^ 

you but a poft-chailef ^ ' "" 

^ t wiYWP >ai«-^cA uiiittiid^ Slk*J>ri«bnt 



iv^b thing/; 



? 






ffc 



tcnocm ' t cm- ^iDcwt* »#j 

^ Vte fiimg out df tKe room^ inA iveflt 
fix>]itti^ittca cbecDurt'^ard; - ■] -^^ 

^^Afoti Gilfe»ciftrtne''«R; "^te ifkltd, what 
had put him out of ivrtnour> ^ ^ 

.) tok) hqr all that had pafled; and tdded, 
f^}tr be.f^cme4 ^always faking out for 
ibmct;hiDg to. pe angry -at^ aod to quarrel* 

**, Yoja cannot alter Nature, nor I nci* 
the/,'- faid ibc. .** Come along with mc^ 
for he wants yqu to fee the cbaife» a^d be 
wijl Ijwe, pkafcd again." 

I followed her into the court-yard. He 
was getting into the chaife, to try the 
horfer He drove it round the court-yard^ 
and feemed to vent bis ill humours upon 
the poor borfc. . . 

He faw roe and Gilfon obferying .bif^, 
l^dfpje.up to the porch. He jwiiped 
out. and came to u& 4 . 



.ff4 A0K9PI* FOR WiM»!Wa« 

, ,lf?(j€cd^ $iri 4a4 th^ hoad is very . amve^ 
nicnt to keep off a fhowcr of rMtt/* 

., ff Yc3/V iaid hci ** and Sorr^ goes 
well in it^ and looks. well in the harm^, 

Mrs. Gillbn adprtired it^ and aiked f0^> 
if I did not think fo ? 

I faid all that I could think of i» it's 
praiie. He was gratified^ and canie into the 
bottfe in as good a humour as ufual. 

I coyld never be ftrc of the tamper 
he was in; but was obliged to guard every 
word I fpoke, ,as if before a court - of 
jwftice. I aoi afraid my dear friend will 
blame me when I confefs, that it was 
always a iioliday to ' me when he went 
abroad. 

The next year, I brought forth a daugh- 
ter, who was moft welcome to me; buc 
her father fet little value upon her.- He 
wis one of thofe wife men who thought 

women 



: ♦ 
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women- a drag, iind thit libbjr were' bJk^dty 
vrbrth rcariog* ' ' 

I few, in ffty Vlatrgliter» a ftitut* friend 
twfd *ix>mpanion 5 onr, upan whom my 

iT^earicd heart might reft it's cares, ihd 

• • • . 

from whom new hopes and expeftati6n» 
tboxtid arife to cheer my latter days. 

A iecond (on was born to me, and a 
fccond daughter ; but they were cut Ihort 
by the Icythe of Time, in an early ftage of 
childhood. The two elder are living, and 
the dear objecSts of my hopes and cares. 

Mr. Scriftlandwas angry at their deathsj 

• ^ » 

and with me, becaufe I did not bring 

• ».' * 

Wronger and healthier children. 

' ' • ^•• 

While my laft child was in a ftate of inr 

fancy, Mr. Striftland met with an accident 

that hurt his health, and was, perhaps, the . 

latent caufe of his decline and death. 

He was a breeder of horfes ; . aqd h^. 
fometimes broke them in bimfclf. 



iP •emei von ttriiwwi. 

..He had^a very* fine xi:^It, that prontifed 
(K> fbe: a «q>kal horfe': he wai Ji^erf kig^ 

that he would be managed by none bat 

One day, when he was eng^din.tliis 
emfk^wcnt^thc cole ihrew faimi and he 
^ay. fome trme as dead. ^ 

When he revived^ he fpit bloody and ft 
was fuppofed that he was much hurt in<» 
wardly. 

He k<?f>t Ills chamber thrtk weeks. -Mn^ 
Gillbn and I nurfed him ^Iternatelyi fof 
I had my babe.ta attend befide; but^ 
I taruft, I was not waadng in my attei^iofi 
to my hufbancU 

He 'was '■ exceeding fretful during hh 
Confinement. His doftor, who knew fomc^ 
thm^ of hb dUpo£tion^ ad^^ifed him to 
keep himielf^ompoiisd and quiets for thac 
I5^ry ihing'^^tJ-iifl^ed jfeis m4*4sW%)Ittad 

^bi5,inWBnailqw»plai^ -j-lj rj>: vv-03 
,.: He 



He €nprttttd gceat ^t-efcutnieiit agnift 

gctod trhnmiog,'' the firft thm he 'golf 
acrofs him« ' 

I iaid» I hoped he would neter get upon 
his l)ack again. . - 

t> Jic replicd-1^^ What figniiies yoor hopeti 
or your wi(he$? It fliall never be faid, 
tbat manj woman^ or beaft^ got the; better 
of mp#'* 

The doftor fcniled ; I ihook my head^ 

but I dm& not ipeak. And ib ended 
diit fceae. 

. Mr. Strl£Uand was a$ good as his word# 
Aa fom as he. got abroad again, he gavo 
the colt a good trimming. ^^ There Vi 
faid hCt ^[ I hope 1 bave^ aught him to 
k^w his mafter !" - : ' :^ 

I took. wanuDg by the Uttba, jtad bona 
w^miAdy that he was my mafier alfo. :^ v^ 

He was feid €( his chUditft; but h^ 
tould not bear with tbtif Kt^e ehil^ithf 

ways. 
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il^8i*no>wldi fheir isri ^^ and otiier noifes*^ 
Hei700ld $:Ad thtai twky out <»f his hear^ 
ifig, for ht toiiM 0Ot bear* their cmfed 
noifes. 

' Stri^^akl had many difagreeible qtiAli-' 
ties I but he had no vices -He- was (ebef 
mkl Herniate, chafte in hi^ matuiers^and 
MAverfiitibn. He was itidoftrious and fru« 
g^ z this -laft degenerated into avarice^ 
which excited him to accumulate Wealthy 
which he ntvet tnjoyid 5. and, douVtlcft,, 
it would'^arc hurteafed wpbn him; h^d he 

lived to old age. 

• . . » * " ^. . ' 

• I had a-ftrohg^' aticf ITvely rm^girfafrdn,. 

* 
^hidi is geoerally adconripaniied**With a^de-^ 

gfce of ^rifhufialm toW^rtJ^ k's^'faVovrke 
objcfts; Whatever 1 -^lovfe, it is with 
warmth ; and I know that there i3 k little" 
BOihance in fny eompofitioh. 

I am going to apofogize to my friend' 

for an adventure which her cool ahd 

ftcady judgment may, perhaps/ condemn : 

i' « and 
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and yet. it has given me one of the groatieffc 
pirafarcs of my Kfs ^ md; I^hopey £ Aalf 
rnmsr faa^e ^czuk to fe^at iu 

One day, I heard the fmack of Mr; 
Strktland's whip» as 'if he was uftng it im- 
properly ; for he did, (bmetiincs/ conde- 
ic^d to inftift manual chafttietneot vpoa 
his ywBgss fervatits; I hoard) zVh^ tdiie 
ihrielfS'of a y^ung /volcci that -couched 
tny heart* \ 

I went into the c6uft^yardj to feie inrho 
Was the fubjeA of. liis -wiratb. 

I heard him fay^--*** Gb, you young do^! 
J( ever you dare to cqme begging here 
again, I will Hog you within ah inch of 
your Ilk.** 

The child wient away cryiti^g and fobbing 
bitterly, 

I went on to the outward gate, and met 
him. I afked him, who and what he was; 
but he could not fpeak for crymg. 

I faw> 



A * 



. .1 faiiTy at a diftemccj leaoing agdinft a 
tr<e> aa qU manj very rag^,^<as^: was 
the bo]/;, and wkb«rery fign of po^^ercjr 
and wircchednefs* 

The man beckoned the bo/t as foon as 
he came in light. 

I gave the child a penny. The man 
bowed to me^ in token of grati&de;' 

He came forward. I beckoned him to 
come nearer. He came up to mc with 
humHity and courtefy. 

I fpoke to him—" I want to know 

r 

* the reafon of Mr. Stridtland's difpleafure 
againft this child^ and what he has done to 
offend him ?•* 

« Nothing," faid the boy : « I have 

done nothing but a(k his charity." 

*• Did you fay nothing to provoke hini?" 

^' I faid, I had a right to a(k charity at 

that houfe, if all others rcfufcd me. Mj 

grandfather bid me fay fo." . 



^anoo% . warn wiDtm^. t<^x 

f * if you knew whc^'that boy U; you would 

pky. Jiim% Your couabtnaiice fliers all 

that is gpe4 and graciousi I amfure you 

.V<¥J^W pity hi$ UBhftppjr.fiUCi.'' 
« Who is he, then ?'' .feid I. ^ 

, . ^^ .^^ is the.xight heir of ihis hQufe.aAd 
eftate^ li^^G^ one had his own/* . 

** You furprac mc! What is his name?'' 

^ ** .Reginald Henry Marney/' 

*' I wifti to hear this ftory* But I mujft 
not tarry here longer : if Mr. Stridland 
fliould fee me converfing with you, he 

, would be angry; Go away, friend. Come 
again on Wednefday, at noon-time. Do 
not come^ to the houfe, but wait till I come 
to you here. I wi(h to know this child's 
ftory.: I pity him indeed, and wifh to do 
him fervicc i but 1 muft firft be convinced 
' that he is what he pretends to be*" 

I gave the man a (hilling, and bade him 

go out of fight as foon as poffible. He 

< .A 

prayed 



-praytd fbridcfllngs tipcMi'irie: he went' 
away ; and I returned to the isoufe. 

My imagination had noW a fine fufcjedt 
'to work upon: it wdve a' thoufatid ro- 
mantic ivebs> and then broke iticib in 



pieces ; but (til), a)l tcvf fenctes bore Ibmc 
« relation to the old p(Aures» I bilked im» 
patiently for Wedrtefihy^ tharl inrgiir heir 
rite ftbry. 

I thought Mn Striftland later than 
ufual : I matched ev<hy mihute. As foon 
* as hrs back was turned^ 'In came Mils 
Elton. 

I had given a general invitation to the 
femily^ that tvhichfoever of them could 
be Ipared on Wcdnefdays, fiiould fpcnd 
the day with me. 

She faW that I was refefVed and ibfent^ 

for I was. weighing in niymind, whether 
to truft her with the fecret, or riot. 

She ^ed, what ailed rrie ; faying^ — " I 
*fcf r I come iinfeafbnably." . 



am under a difficulty." 

.Sbe,fmilcd — *^.If I didiiot koov|]rou 
^dl> I fliQuld think you h^d made za 
app^intrpent^ .and that my coming mtcr* 

rspt^d it." 

/. 

*' You Kaye hif it; my dear : I have 
made an appointment^ and was de|)ating 
with myfelf, whether to take you into the 
party^ or not. Can you keep a fecret from 
all your family, and from every other per- 
fon, even your parents P" 

She looked ferious for a minute, and 
then faid — " If it is an honeft one, and 
will injure nobody, I will." 

'* Oh, Nancy I I can hardly forgive 

that ;/. Truft' my honour and integrity 

» « 

^r that, and make me a fo]e.mn promife 

of fecrefy.'' 

She did fo ; and then I 'took my Hat 

and cloak) and fflid->^' Follow me. I am 

"Waited for." 

Stte 



^ Sfac £d.fa^i and iirtf tst^bik'tc^'tfie ptace bT 
appointment. * • * ^^* * 

^ 'rfton «nr"tfie^bldWi'aiid tBc boy, 
fitting nj^n the giioundi by'the'road-ilde.* 

r beckoned theni to follow me to a feat at 
ibme diftance^ where I fat down^ v^ith Mils 
Elton by my fide, I made the boy fit 
down on the grotind^ at a little diltance. 
The man ftood near me. ' 

I bade him relate the ftory he had pro- 
lhi(bd| but warned him> to have a ftrift 
regard to truth in all that he fhould fay. 

lie made me a bow that was above his 
degree, and began as follows-* 

** I fuppofe, Madam, that you are ^^r. 
Striaiand's wife?" 1 nodded. . 

*^ You have fiiewn a noble mind i and 
I will tell you our ftory. 

'^ My ^ood }ady, you liiave^ do^NQ^H 
bear^i that your fnaofipn,. callfsd Wood*^ 
lands^ and the eftatc round Ic^. ha>Ee jbeefi^ii 

.the 



SCRM& >r Qftv V iirnm^ i^ 

idbe paflefllo9 of mtiif great and nioblt 
famiUes. 

«' Xl>c MpiKfoita were opff tHc; ftrft 
b^roos of. tfyt ftpalin*^ Thejr wiUiAood the ' 
tyniney of 'kmg$ aodvpriefts^ and frere the 
guair/lUn9 of the rights and liberties of 
thepecplcir 

/' If pafipd from them to the RofccUoif 
bf a female branch ; and> in like manner^ 
from them to the Marneys. 

'• The hcirefs of the Rofcelin family 
was nuirried to Sir Reginald Marney. His 
pifkure, and that of the lady Ifabe)^ his 
wife^ are now hanging in one of the par^ 
lours at Woodlands, and arc reckoned 
very fine pieces." 

'* They are fo, indeed," faid I j « and 
ihfey teftify that you are well informed." 
'* There was a fucccffion of noble 

r m 

ki^^li)tt and dfqutresofthatname^There 

^♦a|ol64r Hifiryi and Sir ' I^iilij)} "aftd 'Sir 

ilfgffiiKsi two brtlttdi^ " ' '" ^ " • 

« The 



/' Thft^^ftifie watrimtir pnlWiiWi dF 
Heniy Marney» Efq. at the lime.oC tl» 
IMiiaKi^in His fm Rcgiaald%mt over 
tPfth James the Sfcood; bttt rccuraeilj 
alter man^ years» and tXKdc tlie oadw toi 

*^ This gentleman did not otarfytHt. 

Ute in liic. He left, twa fons^ R^inald 
and Henry* Th^ ddeil was . bist ntMtsen: 
when his father dte4* 

*^ There waa never -greater antipaAy 
between the two^ firft >rpchef*s» Cain and 
Abel, than between the two of the: name of 
Marney» I^egiqald was • proud and:: vain* 
glorious* Henry was bravfj ge^fsro^s, and 
courteous: he was beloved byaU the ii^* - 
faabitants of this his native village* 

^^ There was . a xertain lan^er^ whom 
the father of thefe youths had taken into 
his family^ to be. fais ftewatd; He had; 
cnanaged the eAate while the fqaire was.ia 
France^ and had worimd himl^lf into jua 

favour 



ftvcrar and confidence, £> that he did no- 
thing without confulting him. 

^ Mr* Longford got on the right fide 
of the foungrquire, Reginald. Inftead of 
healing the , breach between the two bro« 
ther$, he widened it. Reginald tnfulted 
Htnrf, who offered lo fight him : he re-- 
fufcd it, but provoked him by infolene 
IfOguag^. 

, ** One day, Reginald ftruck his brother^ 
Henry returned the blow with intereil, and 
beat him fcvercly. 

. '* When Mr. Longford came in, and 
faw the fquire in this (ituation, he took 
part againft Henry, and advifed his patron 
to turn him out of doors. This was or* 
dexed, and executed, the fame inftant* 

** Henry was then under age, and could 
opt demand his fortune. 

** Longford was his father's executor, 

and ufed bis. power to diftrefs him to the 
utmoft. 
. Vox.. JI. 1 « Thus 
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M Xbus;wa$ this dcfcrvrog young nua . 
tbrown upon the woildi^ aod ol>Ugtd t<J^' 

ieek bis fortune. 

<« He tried tbe fiiends of L.s familyw- 
They were generous of advice, bot fnigal* 
of their jtfftancc. They pbt him to a^ 
mehrhhrit, who fertt him abit»d t» ti;anfe«fti 
his bufiAeft on the continent; 

** Henry Mamey behaved lb tiell lii* 
his fituattoh, that he gamed tlie afie£li6n 
and confidence of his maftcr. 

« When his time was explrtd, he of-' 
fired t6 take him into paitiierAip, if he 
could bring money Efficient to purchafe a 
Iharc in it; and to fcttfc^himinftance/«^ 
his partner and fa^or there, 

«« Mr. Mamey came over t6 iJondon. 
By his irtaffer's advice^ he cfmplof ed « 
laifyer> to demand the pordon his AiAWr^ 
hsd bequeadied him^ 

5« Reginald was already involved in 
troubles* He bad fet out upoA^oo Utg^ 

. . a fcale ; 
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a ' fcJde : he* kept a pack ctf' hdtihas> a 
lirgc ftbd of borfcs ; her loved hunrihg-, - 
ibootHig, and drinking; lie outran His* 
fortune^ and Longfoi'd fuppIWd bint ivith 

« When frSinry't agent dcttMidcd hi$ 
fortune, that villain Longford prrtcitded^ 
that thfftt wfis a flaw in the will ; and that 
it'AtrSs' in Ranald's pow^r to Hvithold his 
pdfeddidr^d to psfjr him as much, eras 
lititiei a* he pfeafed ; or evtn to k^ep back 
the whole. 

•? Thfc agent rem6ri(&ated oh the cruefcy 
and- it^uftice of thi» dealings— What bad 

Henry Malrncy done, that he fhould be 
difihherited? 

♦* torf^ordi afiser much ftibterfuge^aiid 
evafion, offered to pay to* Htnry three • 
thiwrarfd' pounds, fib father *s bequeft 

vas fevcn thoufand. 

> - < 

^•* wnry and his friend were \tif(mn6d 
of tbia cxflibf^s and the holieft lawyer ad^ 

J 2 vifed 
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vifcd them to accept it, rather than wait 
the iffue of a law-fuit with a man fo artful 
and deceitful as Longford, and fo invetc- 

N 

rate as Squire Marney. 

" Accordingly, they accepted the fum 
cfFcfed ; and Henry gave relcaCes of all 
farther claim* upon his brother, 

« His matter took him into a (hare of 
his bufmefs : he gave him his daughter in 
marriage; and fent him over to France 
again, where he refidcd till his brother'* 

death. 

<* Reginald run out his fortune, and 
h4d no fkill in bufmtfs ; fo that he could 
not look into the ftate of his affairs. 
I^ngford fupplied him ; and told him, 
thfit he would, one day, put him into a 
way to rep-y him. 

« He faNV that his conftltution was 

ruined,- and that he declined daily. He 

took an opportunity of perfuading him to 

make a will, in which he acknowledged a 

very 



SCHOOL FOR WIDOWS. 26t 

very large debt to him, and left hiai his 
whole fortune to difcharge it. 

** Reginald died at the age of fortj; 
and thus the cftates of the family of Mar- 
ney fell into the hands of the villain who 
had long laid in wait for them, 

" Henry Marney was unfortunate in 
his bufincfs : he^ loft money every year. 

** His father-in-law died infolventi and 
Fortune declared againft him in all his 
undertakings. 

" As foon as he heard of his brother's 
death, he made hade to fettle his affairs^ 
.and to leave France. 

** He paid every demand ; and, with a 
fmall refidue, returned to England with his 
wife and two children. The former was in 
a deep decline. 

«' He made no doubt of fucceeding to 
the family eftate, and to bring up his fon 
as the heir of it. 

I 3 « This 



jii$i BcnooL FOR vamxm^ 

' *** This poor bcg^^ diat now 'f^afl^f 
before yoiij ladtes> -was not always dje 
ftfTCtch he now is^ tho^gh nevjcr in a fiaie 
of independence. My Ounily is ^ndeof^ 
^though now falla to decay. 

'^ I was a clerk and writer in die hpiflfi 

of Mr» Comptoni Mr* Maraqr'ft father- 
in-law. 
^^ As foon as he came to Londonj^ he 

made enquiry after the remains of tb(i 
difperfed family j and I was the only pe£« 
fon to give him information of it, 

«* I (hall never forget the melancholy 
fcene of my firft introdudlipn to hkn f 

*' Henry Marney was a fiqc pcrfon, and 
looked the gentleman all over. His coun- 
tenance was overcaft widi grief, which he 
fiifled for his wife's fake: fa^ut you faw 
a noble heart breaking under misfortune. 

•* Ho had juft heard an imperfcfl: ac- 
count of h» brother's will 4 but hoped to 
find it a falfe report; 
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• if*"^I was yiMirifling ta increafe Ihs ^iil^refs; 
*^t I coald not ^Ysoid'anfweriiig -his qtrnf* 
Ytons : I did ic-wi&h fo inuch ca^iciotv ibtf 
^Jsic obierved lu 

" My friend, you fccm concerned for 
4|Qe/' he GM. 

^ I am, iiidcedi Sir/' iaid I; '« and 
heartily with it was in my power to be of 
;any:iervice to you.-* 

/* Will yw go mth flje fo WoodUndb 

to fathom this fea of iniquity ?'' 

'* I will. Sir, if you pjcjde co accfpt^mc 
iOS your fervant." 

" He ftruck his. hand upon l^is.brcai^, 

.^nd evcjftimed~'' S^ry^nt ! It is frr men 

of.picqpcrty,to.kccp fcrvants: J have uoa9* 

rlf yop fcryjc ipfip, it uauift I)? fro^^urc love 

4infi fricndihip I f^rl have ^whing tP pajr 

jrovr fcrvices/' 

^^ It fliall be fo. Sir; and, when, you r^« 
rcOKer your right;, you fli^il r^paf me by 
•taking me into your iemce/' .i 

1 4 •' Generous 
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** Generous fpirit! I wifti you a better 
mafter !— Let me know where to find yon, 
•amd you (hall hear from me foon." 

^^ I left him, and went home to my 
dwelling. 

" After I was gone, his wife begged 
him not to leaVc her^ as flic feared flic 
. ftould not live till he returned. 

" She died in a (hort time afterwards ; 
and he was overwhelmed with grief and 
defi ondtncy. ' 

" He fent for me the day after, and 
employed me to give the neceflary orders 
concerning her inrcraaent ; for, though I 
was fo lately known to him, he had no 
other perfon to employ, or to rely upon. 
: . ^^JTiiB day after the funeral, I waited 
on Mr. M^ney, who was moaning ov^r 
his xhiidren, and in the very depth <Jf 
.fijrrow. 

<^Now, Sir," faid I, ^' I am come to 

)o£fcr * my company* to go^ with « you ; m 

■> -^ . .. Woodlandst 



Woodlands. Change of fcene, change of 
airj and at;tention to. bufinefs, will d^tipcA 
the gloom that hangs over you, and reftoKft 
vour health and fpirits/' 

*« Oh, Balderfon 1" faid he, *' how can 
I acknowledge your kindnefs ? it is more 
-than I have met with from any man befide. 
Your regard for your late mafter indaces 
you to ferve all his relations^ and that at 
a time when none of them can pay you for 
your fcrvices. I pray God to reward you ! 
i— Alas ! I cannot T' 

'♦ I expert no reward bat your friend- 
fliip* Let us not fpeak of ir, I pray you. 
Sin I have a propofal to make you j which 
is^ to leave your daughter in the care of my 
wife, while we are abfent: flie and her 
children will be proud to wai&on htrr, and 
to pay her every attention in their power* 
You may difcharge thefe 1< dging*, and 
lake young mailer with us into the coun* 
try* We will take a, lodging fomewherc 

I 5 near 
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fitin^W€xxl{iiids> aadtfiyiwhat ilie cavrntrf 

^* He was fcrupidoiis qf being^xpciti^ 
to fne ; but he had taken &ek a hald of 
my hearty that i >w(mid Jn/ftie Amiifd oiy 
laft fldlfiog with liiau 

^* My wife lived in So«rtbt^rk«. She 
kept A chandkifs fliop^ and fM tv^ef 
thing almo|t : fteigot a dcfiflast UvelihfK)4» 
I wrote fer die fi)op|fieepers> whenever i 
could get employment *y and this was . the 
height of my profperity* 

*' The vcck folUmmgy I aftesided Mp# 
Mamey ajad his foa into the country, Wc 
took lodgings at a^faaai^houfeii) tbis.vil* 
lage. We enquired after the re^r of the 
|)arifb,and his chara£ker. Hearing bi^ w^ 
^keh of, I advifed Mr. l^afoey to go to 
him, find tell him his ftory. ^« If/* faUl li 
y he IS what a good defgjrmairiKouldrbe^ 
hie wan pity and befriead yotf .** ' 
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i*< We waited<tti the Rev. Mp/DaJfajr, 
and Mid * our *A4»t3f . iHe vrnpyefied much 
'Concern £>f <Mr« * Marn«y's cniifertunes, 
^ad jwiflicxl to icrw lua>» bot.k^ew not 
how to do it. 

f ' "tMr. Longfiord is a ckh 'laaa/' faid 
he : *^ I mt z poor one. If :I make him 
jnjr fncpfiy, i? -will 4p M*"- Marncy no 
gpo^.rhyt mjay do ipeniwchharm. -JMy 
g9i>d Sir, 3^u. ni\xfl feek relief from, t^e 
law, and not frpni itbe 9hurch: .wicke;^ 
fnen fpt w^-at^c^cf^smce^ aod qa;-c Jittlc for 
our r^oni\-ranc^$. Yqu muft epapjoy ^ 
lawyer ; ^ l^e fjayft j^gply to mf , to 
fr^ify your bjirth and hapti&i. : t^i«.I will 
^o-^ithfoHy I s^nd I ^ill give yqu my^^ft 
^V;9« l?efi4c. Wh<ie yqu ft ay hfre, yq^i 

^l)beiw4<;qmc to i3f»y-tsy^ atjall «nfies .> 
^^,1 wiiU do,ap I ^a?^ in tbc w^.qI" 

fOfd^tic^n between you and Mr^l^i^gford^ 
}R(^enc;ycr I apa c^lcd ypon properly/* . . . 
. '! Yicfhsff^i.kc W)rthy dcfgynjj^j^for 
V X§ his 



•oft tCHOeL FOR WIDOWS/ 

hit kindnefs; and alkcd^ if he could re^ 
cooHncnd us to a lawyer of fortune and 
charaft^; who would either patronize us 
out of pity and gcnerafity, or elfe adyife 
us to give up our hopes at once* 

^' He faid he would confider of itj and 
let us hear farther in a few days. 

•* Accordingly we were invited, a few 
days after, to meet a gentleman, learned 
in the laws of the land, and to lay Mr» 
Marney's cafe before him. 

** The gentleman ihewed his humanity 

and kindncfs. He fpoke to this purpoie— 
** I am truly coi\ccrned for your fituation, 
and wifli it may be in my power to do yoo 
fervice. Mr. Longford knows fomething 
of me : I think he will not refofe to confer 
with me upon the fubjeft. The objc<fts of 
my enquiry mult be, firft. Whether the 
will, under which he hofds the cffate, 
is a good one? Secondly, Whether" your 
brother had a right to difpofe of Ml the 
cftatcs of the iamily ? As to the firft, I can^ 
^ ? not 
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not flatter you with any hope of it* My, 
Longford knows the law too well to bring 
that into queftion. Your hopes muft arife 
froax the fccond. I Ihould fuppofe^ that 
• ibme parts of the family eftates may be en« 
tailed ; and, unlefs your brother cut them 
off, which, I think, he could not do with* 
out your knowledge and concurrence, you 
may lay claim to them. But, in cafe we 
have nothing to hope from either, I would 
advife to appeal to his humanity for fomc 
jafCftance for you: the hardlhip of your 
cafe, and the judgment which the world 
pailes upon him, as the man who has de« 
prived you of your inheritance, may, per- 
haps, induce him to do fomething for you{ 
at leaft, we will leave nothing untried to 
bring him to terms of reafbn and of 
jufticcv 

*• And is this all the hope yoti havie to 
build upon ?" faid Henry Maniey : " thca 
I milft appeal to a h gher tribunal-^1 muft 
datm the< protedtion of Heaven for my 

poor 



fipor dUldreoj . and find my own cefuge m 
'the gwre !" 

^ ^ Mr. B^lhr^Ulfced to him : he blamed 
jiis (icfpqiyiencyi aad called upon him ito 
<«xett tl(e ftpeagtli and ^ibrciuide of ^;Chrf^ 
^tiao, to hear hb ib&riDgs > with patieB<^^ 
aod'Cntft his caufe to Heaven ; that in pafe 
^is worldly hftpesfhould fail him.utterly^ 
lie had £kilLa better hope in ceverfipa. 

^** The lawyer comforted him in the way 
^f his profcfiion J and I coiAl onFy argue 
as a friend) and implore him> for his chil« 
drcn*s fake, to bear up and wait the-evenr» 

^^ I faw that bis heart and hopes :iMxe 
fimk^ and a gloomy kind of tca^iquiUity 
was fprea^l oyer him, which only covercid a 
deep defpair* 

** The week - fellewifig> onr eouilfeUor 

. waited on Mr. Longford •, who received 

him with. pc^i^enefs, and bftapd h^m witfe 

patjence. 

^^Ia4:^y (A thei&!ftiq^JMrhcfeadtli» 





eftates^ and I wUliJftC€$> tbcm by it. Heniy 
Maroey always bfhavQd ill* to ikist brother^ 
who would: have difinbfarkpd.'ium> if be 
^ad^AQt incviT?4 fhp,dc|?f& » «*e mrbicb 
^c ;»c^owl?4gcd m # .\«il|.-^Sir, .|if 
is ^ be^f, fnd canopt rf pay ypur ff r- 
vic^s: if yp>i.arp wUc,.you.3yiJl.|i^yc,flf)nc 
with )xim and l^is »ffajrs. ff pcrv this tjfsie*'' 

^« <Tl»«i <?ojH)fel|pr'lil»5ii Mfg^i^hpfOpaa of 
]«ftiQea$|d;hyR»|iii}r. iHq biiHed^ fib«tt the 
iBfOfJd^icv«d:th%t K«ijy M»rav »M « 
tPJHffd fiiv)s ia rftg^dl to bis pdn^te fw- 
%«clw<ju«*bed:bycWs:foib^^^ aKl .iKw,ia 
ijbcQftd: Piw» in; b$ing.4«priv^ «f his inbc* 

ritance : that : he ^s^ blamed, ^qd Mr. 
MacMy pitied. :He ucged him byevery 
motive to do fomething for him; and, at 
k^ to kt him abwe v^nt. 

^^ Longford grew furly and reietved; 

^md tbcy parted »ith:J^l^ oiyiliiy.'* 

While 
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■ While wc were in this part of the ftoryv 
my maid P<^ggy came to feck us, and to 
tell us that dinner waited for us. 

I bade her return, and we would follow 
her. I then fpoke to Balderfon— • 

*' I am fummoned home to dinner: I 
cannot invite you to my houfe, for many 
reafonsi but I will endeavour to aflift you,** 

I took out my pu rfe. I gave him two 
guineas. The man looked aitoniihed. 

« Put yourfclf and the boy into better- 
cloathing. Meet me here this day fc'nnight^ 
at twelve o'clock^ and tell me the remain- 
der of your ftory : I am deeply inrerefted 
in it, and fhall remember all that you have 
told me. But> before you go^ tell me how 
that boy can be your grandfon i^' 

*< Becaufe his father married my daugh- 



ter/^ 



** What, then, was Henry Marney his 
fedicr r 

«* Noi his grandfather.'! 

' •* I under- 
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"^ I underftand vou : that fon, who was 

here with his unfortunate father?**' 

*' The very fame.'* 

*' Farewd, friend. I fhall expeft to fee 
you this day week." 

** Farewel, dear lady! — May God re- 
gard your bounry to this Wretched* or- 
phan and his protcftor! — Kneel down, 
boy, 'and pray for a blcflSng on your 
bepefaarefJ." 

Mifs Elton and I tan honnej and we 
beard thefe grateful creatures invoking 
Heaven in our behalf all the way. 

We could talk of nothing elfe the whole 
d^. She defired fhc might be prefent at 
the remainder of the ftc»ry ; and I promifed, 
that Ihc only (hould partake of this fecret, 
which rihould guard carefully from Mr, 
Scri6lland. 

I had often enquired of Mr. Striftland 
concerning thofe five pictures $ and he 
told me, in general terms^ that they be- 
longed 



;laQg€d;to.thcM?rQ«7^ I h^ lifted tfiefr 
namcSi ^nd theit hiftory : he gtiew |ircd ^f^ 
anfwering me. 

^ Will you ncYcr. have doAC talking of 
thofe piAures ? It feem^ its if you we^ 
.xeady to (M dosro 9od iicorfhip them.** 

^^ Np» I will not do th^t ; butlrf/pq^ 
thwi ei|;ce6dii)gly/' 

^' RefpcGt a fa^g^t^ftic^ i-^Tosa mif^ 

as well as an old figure painted upoii 
.gtav4s/' 

^ They «e.ir€?y fine p»nttngs> Sir : g«o0 
pictures are fonaetiQies highly Y4lMfd/' 

^* Wfll, I have I^Q^rd'fo W9^c now; 
sfnd you may f<-t i»hat yjiiue yw pkaiCb 
,«pon.thc0i. .I;lhQuW lifceibmcbodydfe 
^flxould. take, a fancy to tfecjin, ;a«d give.mc 

.« good . fiw /)f ny>Qcy f«jr , tbcm: : ll ^ would 
take it." 

i^M/H^ .was his idolj md his eftimaee 
/or mry thifiig. 

The • week ,i»Ued totind ia^tts vAial 
, i courfej 
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^Aqurfe ; W^Dcir^ary . semifntd | : Adifs^Ehnn 
. came e^riy ; Mr* Scri&Uod went* his jout< 
£i^yi And wjCtQ pur appointment* 

i.^. Thtir i^gs WW thrown tfidc^ Thay 
'Vsefe.dfeft fa tig^c s^ui.ddy^ t^t Mr. 

Scri(5tland would not have known theo). 

The b^y was i9!aibed clean ; mA his coun- 
/ftSfitMPtte wa$> Qpeoi pkafant, . and manly, d 
.•^thought I oo^jr^cea Ukends to ihe ad-- 
> mired piflure of Sir Reginald Marocy; 
r*Mj&:£kaa m»Ud/ m>t allow, it ^Uit ratbar 
Jaughedati the. excurfioa of my fancy, 

Afi^r tlie greetings of the dayy Balderibn 
*purfucd his ftory— 

" " Soon after the interview I have meri- 
ttoned, our good counfellor received a 
»ktt€r from -Mr. Longford jr and we were 
fummoned to hear the cpntents. In it he 
j^ .iH?kn<wlcdgp4j th^t ^frc were fome ^ap- 
p^nt hardfl^ips in the oafe of tHcniy 
•Ittaf ncy 3^ tkat> out of humanity, and pity 

at 
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ftC his unhappy fituation, he ofFcred to psqr 
him one thoiifand pounds, upon condition 
of his Hgning a releafe to all his claialf 
upon the Marney eftates, for hinnfclf and 
his pofterity j and that this writing (hould 
be (igned^ feaied^ and witncfifed^ pro- 
perly. 

" Mr. Marney rcfufcd to fign any fiich 
inftrument* He faid, his health had been 
declining for a long time pad, and he 
.ihould foon be out of the reach of bis 
enemy's cruelty and injuftice: that, though 
he .knew his claim was become a mere 
ihadowj he would not injure his children 
fo much as to renounce it: there might 
qomc a time, when they might revive it 
with better hopes; but, that he (hould not 
die in pieace^ were he to deprive them 
of it. 

"The counfcllor, Mr. Dalby, and my- 
felf, urged him to accept the offer; as the 
intereft would fupport bimielf, and the 
.J principal 
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principal would be an outlet for his fon^ 
and put him into fome genteel profcflion» 
. '* He would not hear of it, but pcrliftc4 
in an obftinarc refufal. 

** The counfellor figntfied hrt refufal to 
Mr. Longford : he pitied and excufed fiim. 

** In lefs than a week, a note was fent 
to Mr. Marncy, from Mr. Longford's 
clerk, to this efFcft — *' By order of Robert 
Longford, Efq. I write, to defire you to 
quit this parilh as foon as polTible; and he 
fends the incloftd to bear your cxpcnces.*' 
*^ This note covered another, value 
fifty pounds. 

" Mr. Marney's fpirit rofe at this orderj 
he would have fent it back; but we joined 
to over-rule him. He would anfwer it, 
bowevers and it was to this effc<ft-<-« 

** Henry Marnby confiders himfclf as 
an injured perfon, in all refpefts/In fpiteof 
Sciuire Longford's mandate, he will take 

the 
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the libmty' to dRe In- th«- piriflf where' his' 
wifrilorn: hfc Will Uf-his tftftKs nArthofe 
of his anceftbit^i and hii foul wMl coiti- 
plain to his grandfachcPSi of tbet^cherjr^ 
and lAJaltice of iM fteward towards hts 
heir.- 

*' Wc all urged him to accept Mr. 
Longford's propofal ; . but he was inflexi* 
ble. He was declining daily, but be 
fcomed to cooiplain. He lived about feven 
weeks in this village* He gave me the 
charge of his fon^ and bade him feck for 
ibme etnployment — he advifcd him to get 

into the army, or the navy, as the leall 
unworthy of a gentleman. 

^^ He* fpoke on this fubjeft to Mr> • 
Balby, faying^, his fba muft cut his. bread 
with his fword.— " But, what will become 
of my daughcer?«^Ohi Sir! niiy heastblfceds 
f6t my de^reft AnnaT ^ 

^ Tbrwwthf Mr. IMbf prttAlfed t^i 

^ invite 



hmto brr to fpbnd tkc ilnrinf^ in' hit* 
fad^ff and lie would f<Dek'oCit^ fdr fonii: 
^igiolc fituation ^f hcr« 

^* He took hfs hattd, and kiffcd it; htJ^ 
thanked bui> iocc^mtly whik he- ftaiil iq 
the room« 

*^ Mr. liilby and the reft of us prajrcd 
Ptith him» and he feemed comforted. 

** The next day, while he was wifhing 

to fee Mr. Dalby^ ht ha* a tolntrulfion fit; 
and, as that gcnileman entered the room, 
he ex^ii^cdi 

" Thus dfed Hefnvy Ivfettieyj at onljr' 
forty^fis ye»ii of agijj a gentlemaA of a 
high and generous fpiric, and worthy of a ' 
bfettcr fXte-^-*ut fie^is gone \vtoe ittetit is 
undtfftdod and rew^dedi 

*' I cannot fay which was the moft griev- 
ed, myfelf, or young Reginald. It feemed 
as if I had loft an only brotheV« I was 
roused by the necefia^y attention to the 

hEt duties to my. fiknd m^ mi^r« We 
> followed 
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fpUowed XQ the gravfj jand Taw him inters 
rfd in tbe cburch*yard> near the family 
Tault. I ordered ..a ftone to be pvt.oircr 
lum> with this infcripuon-*-* 

~ ^ H«rt li« tbe remaint cf HxHUT MAawBT^ Wq* 

Heir of the huDourable family of MaenBT i 
Formerly in poffeflSon of the M^niion of WoODLAVPt^ 

In this parifh. 

» 

KoWf d)(pi ff fled of all worldly property^ 
He it gone to feek an immortal iahcritan^ej 
Where tbe wicked ceafe from troubling. 
And ihe weary are at red/' 

•* I refolvcd to go to church the follow- 
ing Sunday, and on the Monday to fet out 
V9vh young Reginald for my own dear 
home. 

** The (lone was put down one day in the 
week: and on the Sunday morning I went 
to weep over itj when, behold! the whole 
infcription was erafcd, and the following 
put in it*s place— 

«« Hcic lie the remaint of HfNRY MARKBr. 
The laft of (hat family ; formerly 
Proprietor of Woodlands, in this ptrifh/* 

*^ I eafiiy 
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• '•* I cafiljr guefifed from what quarter the 
alterations came. Mr. Dalby advifed me 
to be filent, for we were not abk to con« 
cend with the author. 

<^ I had fpent the greatelt part of the 
fifty povinds, we receiv€<^^ia the neceflaciea 
for the funeral^ and puttthg the ftone over 
the gravcr On the Monday we fet out in 
a cartj which carried us and our baggage 
to the next market- town ; and from thenjce> 
in a ftage-waggon^ to London. 

•^ Reginald Marncy was juft turned of 

» 

fifteens he was a fine manly youth^^with a 
g^ntfel perfoi^ and an amiable difpofition. 

^^ I carried him to my oivn koxkk^ and 
bade my wife receive him as one of our 
children. I h^d then, living an hopeful 
foQj ^nd tw9 dear and lovely daughters.'* 

Here Balderibn ItQ^d to weep. Our 
. tears acponif^aniKl h\vu The paft t^le was 

melancholy* wd jhe ftccceding promifcd 
^nothing better. 
' Vol. IL K « If 



I 
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' " If this recital is too painful to you/*' 
faid I, ^^ let us defer it another week/' 

*' God blcfs your kind and generous 
heart, lady ! — Noi I*can now go on— 

*^ My fon had a ftrong propenfity to 
the fea. He had been feveral voyages; 
and was now watting for a Ihip not quite 
ready to fail. He took an affe(9:ion for 
'Reginald Marney, and perfuaded him t6 
go with him. I acquainted Mifs Marney 
with Mr. Dalby's kind invitation, and 
adviftd her to accept it. 

*' The poor thing wept bitterly: flic 
complained that, after the lofs of both her 
parents, flic had attached herfelf to my 
family; that flie muft now be torn fronci 
her dear brother, and from the only perfon 
that loved or cared for hen I reprelcHtcd, 
that flic would find herfclf in a better fitu- 
' ation at Mr. Dalby's, and live like a geri- 
tlewoman there 5 but, if fli* preferred our 
humble dwelling and boards flic fhould 
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ftay with us, and be as one of our children. 
She refleded upon what I had fkic], and 
took her refblution to go to Mr. Dalby's ; 
for ihe could not bear to be an expence to 
JUS3 who had already done (p much for hcK. 
She only begged that flie might &zy tiU 
her brother was gone to fca. 

*' We fitted out young Reginald for a 
iailor, and waited for the time. My James 
was three years older than him, and took 
him under his proteftion. We had a me- 
lancholy parting. We could hardly tear 
Mifs Marncy from her brother; but it was 
neceflary, and muft be done. I took her 
from him, and comforted her as well as I 
could- 

" As foon as the firfl: burft of grief was 
abated, I told her Ihe muft prepare for 
her journey. My wife fitted her out with 
decent mourning, and other neceflaries; 
and, within a week after, I attended her to 
Mr. Dalby's. 

K 2 ''I had 
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^^ I had a melancholy fatisfadion in 
having difchargcrd all the dudes and of^ 
fices of firiendlhip to my beloved and ce^ 
fpcftcd Henry Marney. I fticd my tears 
over his grave. I took a tender farewel of 
his daughter; and^ having fpent all the 
money I could raiie^ I returned home on 
foot^ with juft enough to buy my bread, 
*and drank of the running dream. I did 
hot tell my wife how clofc I was driven, 
and I returned to my ufual courfe of life. 
I fettled her books, and affifted in her trade. 

** Several years we lived in peace and 
comfort, but what fome people would call 

« 

hardly. We feldom tailed meat, unlefs of 
a Sunday. My daughters took in needle- 
work, when they could get it^ for that 
bufinefs, like all others, is ovtrftocked, and 
is the wretched rcfource of too many. Of 
an evening, I wove laces and bobbin, and 
made cubbage-nets ; and, I can truly fay, 
I did not eat the bread of idknefs. 

*' When 
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•• When our failors returned home, 
then was our fefttvaL They ufed to bring 
all the money they bad earned. They 
lodged together, near us : they threw their 
fiiare into our mefi, and then we Ihred 
€On>fortably. The dear boys denied theax« 
felves every thing but neceflaries^ and were 
proud to contribute to our comforts and 
conveniehcies : they ufed to bring home 
gowAs and linen for my wife and girls« 

*' Mi^ Marney wrote to us once in a 
while, and gave an account of herlrlf; 
By the recommiendatibn of the good Mr. 
Dalby, Ihe was taken as a companion to a 
widow lady, who had lately buried her 
own daughter. Mifs Marney did honour 
to her credentials. She pleafed the lady, 
and becime very dear to htr. She lived 
happily there feveral years. 

*' Our children grew up to maturity. 
The young men earned more money, and 

K 3 • were 
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were able to affift us. Our happinefs in- 
creafcd every year. 

" Let me be grateful for the good I 
have received, and patient under the evil! 

** But BOW the palTions implanted by 
Providence in the hearts of men for the 
^ifeft and beft purpofcs, began to dif- 
clofe themfelves. Young and amiable 
j)erfons, of' different fexes, can hardly be 
much together, without feeling the im^ 
pulfc of nature, and the attachment of the 
heart. 

" I may fay, without flattery, that both 
iny daughters were handfome and modeft^ 
but the younger was the mod engaging in 
•her manners. Reginald Marney loved her 
before he knew all. that love demands. 
Every return brought an incr^afe of affec- 
tion 5 and their greetings were fo tender, 
that we all perceived their tendency. 

^<* I thought Jt my duty to check it, in 
jrefpeft to the memory of Henry Marney j 

but 
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bot ftill . I could perceive that they love4 
each other moft ardently. I advifcd with 
my fon, and he reproved them both. 

** You are peither of you in a fituation 
to think, of qiarriage," faid he. *' The 
man who loves honcftly. and wifely, will 
wait till he can maintain a wife, before he 
takes one. I have fcen my dear parents 
wreftle with poverty, and hardly could keep 
k at armVend : I would not wiih to fee 
my children in the fame fituiition. Self- 
denial is a duty which I can recommend, 
becaufe I pradife it. Oh, Reginald ! there 
is a lady io the world, who, if I were king 
of the. globe, I would make my partner: 
but, far be it from mc to wifli her to Iharc 

thy homely lot, and toifufFer what I have 
feen tbo& cnc^ dear to nne undergo. She 
knows not, Ihe never (hall know^the love 
I bear to her. May flie live in the bofom 
of Peace and Plenty ! and, if flic meets 

K 4 with 



a28 SCHOOL ^FOft'WllStfWS. 

with a man who c^n fectire it to her for life> 
I will blefs^ and pray for him/^ 

** I was proud of my fon ; 1 blcflfed hii 
Aoble and generous pafHon ; I forbade the 
lovers to think of marriage^ and wiihed 
them to diflblve their engs^ments; Re- 
ginald refufed to do that^ but promiied to 
poftpone his marriage till after another 
▼oyagc. 

** A yoting ihip-carpenter courted my 
eldeft daughter. He carried all my children 
to the launching a Ihip for the fervice of 
the Eaft India Company. He adv i&d my 
Ions to offer themlblws to the captain^ 
He faid> it was a pity that two fuch ctever 
lads flibuld go wkh petty merchants and 
traders, in fmalL (hips, when they^ might 
go to India, auxi« pcsliaps make . tfadr 
fortunes. 

*^ My young men f^d, they would con/^- 
fider of it, and let him know. 

«* When 
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* •• When they came, home, the fubjcft 
was canvafled among us alL 

** My wife and daughters were againft 
it: they could not bear the thoughts of 
fuch long abfences. But my James fpolde 
like a man of fpicit — ^^ It is my ardent 
wifh> and (hall be my endeavour, to lift 
you all out of this den of poverty, and to 
place you in a comfortable fituation. Fdr 
you I grudge: no toils nor travels. . I can 
but juft get on, and help you a little 5 buf, 
Mf I launch out in a better way, I may, in 
time, rife to preferment; and, .at' leaft^ I 
will leave nothing untried. I truft ttjat 
my brother Reginald is of the fan<e bpi* 
.nion, and that he wiflies to raife the girf 
he loves to a ftate of comfort : he v^uM 
ihame to fee his children, who mud bear 
the nanve of Marnev, in thb ipoor and 
fordid fuuation. -—My father,. I cM upon 
you to confirm our refolutiqn^ and to qomi* 

K c fort 
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fort Our dear women— and you, Reginald, 
mull do the fame/* 

** Reginald took his hand — *^ My dear 
brother, I will live and die with you ; and 
I will go with you to India/' 

*^ My heart funk at the thoughts of 
their long abfence, and the dangers they 
might incurs but I ihould have fcorned to 
let our intereft and pleafure weigh againft 
their good, and the generous motives they 
had urged. I gave a full confent to their 
going, -and reproved the women for their 
felfilh oppofition to it. They wept in 
Iil<nce. 

** Young Stevens, their friend, called 
the next day. He faid, he had fpoken to 
the captain^ who defired to fee them. 

«' They went to wait on him the fame 
day ; and they engaged themfelves to go 
with him the following^ fpnng i and, in 
the mean tinne^ they went a (kort voyage to 

; Oftend^ 
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Oflend, as ufual ; and chey returned in 
good time for the Indiaman. 

" Wc had a difmal parting. The girls 
were diftradcd with grief, and the mother 
not much better. 

*' I had a heavy ta(k to conceal my own 
fears and cares, and to fupport them ; but 

I knew it was my duty, and I did not 

I 

Ihrink from it. I prayed to God for a 
bleffing upon my dear fons. 

" Young Stevens was carpenter's mate 
in the fame fhip. They all took leave at 
the fame time. They went away in high 
Spirits, appa ently; faying, they were going 
to make fortunes for us all." 

I called to Balderfon to ftop here— 
** We will meet you here again next Wed- 
nefday ; and, in the mean time, we will 
confider how I can ferve you and your 
grandfon/* 

" Oh, Madam ! you are too good to 

us ! This child deferves your favour. He 

K6 is 
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is a clever and a towardly boy. I have 
taught him to read^ and he can fay the 
Church Catechifm quite perfcft.** 

That is a good beginning/' faid I. 
May God fucceed your endeavours !" 

« 

I took Mifs Eicon's arm^ and was fol- 

a 

lowed home by their prayers and blef&ngs; 

Aftj^r dinner^ Mifs Elton and I confuked 
about afllfting the boy. I faid, if I could 
put him out to any trade^ fo that he might 
be a good member of the community, I 
ihould be fatisfied ; and knowing that he 
could readj made me the more deOrous to 
take him away from that vagabond life^ 
and make him an ufeful man. 

Mifs Elton faid, the fchoolmafter of the 
village wanted an aflldant, and had applied 
to her father ; but (he feared young Mar- 
ncy was not capable of the ofBce. 

I anfwered — " No 3 but he may be 
made fo. I thank you for the thought: 
I embrace it. Let us go direAly to the 

fchool- 
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fchoolmaftcr's. I will aflb him to bke an 
orphart child as an apprentice. I Wilf offer 
to pay him annually, ivhich ^uits me better 
than paying all at dnce. I have it all in 
my heart. Let us go, my dear friend/' 

** God blefa that generous heart, and 
make it's power equal to it's wifhes ! I 
attend you now." 

Away we went, finifhcd our bufinefi, 
and. returned to tea. 

The fchoolmailer agreed to take him at 
once. I was to pay him ten pounds fdr 
the firft year; and the falary was to- be 
leflened every year, in proportion to thfe 
boy's proficiency, and capability of affift- 
ing the matter. 

It was to be a profound fecret who 
placed him there; and he was to be called 
Henry Smith, for the name of Marncy 
WQuld excite jealoufy and fufpicionw « 

I never was better pleaied in my life 
than with this agreement. This aftion 

gave 
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gave me credit with myfelf. I ufed to 
dream of the Marneys continually, which 
was not furprifingj and I fancied thofe 
two fine pidurcs walked out of their 
frames, to thank me for my kindncfs to 
their defccndant. 

After every meeting with Balderfon, I 
wrote down all that paffcd between us. At 
firft, I did it to imprefs the (lory upon my 
memory ; and afterwards, I thought it 
might, one day, be very valuable to young 
Marncy. 

It is from this I (hall tranfcribe the pap* 
ticulars I fhall fend you* 

I have fometimes intended to fend away 
my packet ; but then it has rifen to my 
mind, that you would be better pleafed to 
have the whole together : therefore I con- 
tinue my narration. 

I promife myfelf, that the family hiftory 
of the Marneys will be as intereliing to 

you as to myfelf. 

The 
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The boy is my child by adoption^ and 
is become very dear to me. He fliarcs 
my affedtion and cares with my own chil- 
dren. I confider him as the right heir of 
my fon's eftate, and that we are bound to 
fupport and provide for him. Will you, 
my friend, blame me for this way of 
thinking? I anfwer to myfelf, that you 
will not. You alfo have adopted children, 

and they alfo {hall be dear to me. When 

we meet, we will invcftigate thefe fubjeftsj 

and, I truft, we fhall agree to love all that 

are dear to each other. 
•I have written till I am weary, and 

ihall now lay down the pen for a time; 

but I ihall never be tired of telling you^ 

that I am. 

Your faithful and afFeAionate friend, 

Rachel Strictlavd# 
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MKS. STRICTLAND^ TO MRS. DARNFORD. 
• IN CONTINUATION. 

J Will now give my friend an account of 
my third interview with Balderfon^ and 
the fequel of the ftory of the Marney fa- 
mily. You will always remeaiber^ it is 
£alder(bn that fpeaks. 

*• We pafled our time heavily during 
the abfence of our beloved friends. My 
wife ^nd the ^rls blamed me for letting 
them; go. My datighter Agnes ufed tb go 
moping aboutj and frequently weep by 
herfelf. I reproved her for itj but (he 
gave me for anfwer, that flic only lived for 
Reginald Marney ; and, if ihe was not to 
be his wife^ (he did not wifh to live at 
all. My other daughter, Hannah, had a 
ftronger mind, and a more chearful heart. 

** In 
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'' in the fecond year^ our Tailors re« 
mrned^ in good health and fpirits; and 
then our mourning was turned into joy. 

*♦ The lovers were in raptures> and in- 
Med upon being married immediately* 
My James attempted to perfuade Reginald 
to defer it till after another voyage. He 
refented it^ and they almoft quarrelled 
about it. I pacified them ; faying, they 
fliould be married as foon aa tlie banns 
could be publilhed* 

*^ Stevens and Marney went out together 

the next day i and, in the evening, they 

*• •- <'-.«^ -. • 

returned with licences, and infifted on bei* 
ing married on . the morrov^. I blamed 
theni for fpending fo much money, when 
they might have been married fo much 
cheaper. Reginald faid — "What is money 
good for, but to make us happy V^ 

" But, we have made no preparations." 

" We have done that for you,*' faid 

Stevens. « We have ordered a breakfaft 

and 
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and a dinner at a ppblic-houre^ and fhall 
put you to no trouble or coft." 

•' I (hook my head. " I am afraid yoo 
will want the money you thus fquander 
away,** faid I. ^ 

** They dcfired I • would not c^ft a 
damp upon their joys. Reginald fung 
thefe lines — ^ < * 

** Let't be mirry, wbiTc wc may 5 
" Xtfe it ttnoxtf and wears away."* 

*• On the morrow, the weddings were 
celebrated. It was, indeed, a feftival. Wc 
threw afide care, and enjoyed our prefeifC 
happineis. 

" Stevens had taken a lodging for him- 
felf and his wife. Reginald went home 
with us. They agreed to fpcnd the chief 
of their time together, and to leave their 
wives with us during the next voyage. 

" Never was there a happier family, 
during the four months they {laid at home. 

They 
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TTliey made preparations for another voyage 
the following fpring. 

" I thought I faw, at times, a^ gloom 

upon my James *s manly countenance. One 

day, I qucftioned him upon the caufe of 

it. He faid, I had great discernment, and 

that 1 had a right to know every thought 

of his heart. 

** During the time I was at Madras, aa 
elderly gentleman, who had long refided 
there, took a great deal of notice of me. 
He examined me upon various fubjefts, 
and feemed fatisfied with my anfwers. By 
degrees, he opened his mind to me. He 
faid, he was engaged in a particular branch 
of trade, independent of the Company ; 
that he had lately loft the perfon whom he 
trufted with all his afFairs ; tliat he wanted 
one to fucceed him ; and that the man he 
ihould employ would be able to do well 
for himfelf, at the fame time that he was 
ferving him. There were three requifites 

ia 
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10 the man he fliould chufe — good-fenie, 
courage^ and fidelity; ^^ and^ I thinkj I 
have found them all in you," faid he; 
*' Confider of my propofal ; and then tell 
mt, whether it is wofth your acceptance/' 

** I faid^ I was the Ton of poor» but 
honeit parents, who depended, in Ibnie de* 
gree, upon the fruits of my labour and in* 
^ duftry J that I was unwilling to engage in 
any undertaking that would remove me 
out of their reach, and put it out of my 
power to affift them. He faid, that I 
fliould be enabled to aflift my parents 
nore effeAually, and to build a fortune for 
myfelf ^ that he would fettle upon me an 
bandfbme falary, and give me an oppor* 
tunity to trade for myfeif befide. I faid, I 
would confider of it, and let him know my 
determination. 

•' A (hort time before we failed, I waited 
on him. I told him, I was refolved to re- 
turn homCy and vifit my parents i that, if 

they 
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they confentcd to it, and if he was unpro« 
vided with fuch an agent as he wanted, I 
would enter into his fervice at my return. 
** I have kept this fccrct inoiy own 
heart, becaufe I was unwilling to give yov 
pain unneceflarily ; and, as to my mother^ 
I dare not tell her at alt, but muft leave it 
to you, to break it to her tenderly after I 

am gone. My fillers have other men to 
care (br^ and to care for them i they can 
fpare me the b<?tter $ and I hope that yout 
my dear father, will give me your confent^ 
and your blefllng upon it/' 

•'Here James paufed^ and waited tnf 
anfwer. I paufed alfo, for I knew not 
what to fay. At laft I faid—" It is not 
for me to decide a point of fb much im-- 
portance. Judge, and decide for yourfc 1^ 
my fon. 1 may fufier; but I will not op« 
po(e your generous and manly defigns and 
undertakings. God dire£t you for the 
beft, and fucceed you io all your doings !" 

«c I could 
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. '* I could not hcjp wepping while I 
ipoke. My fon embraced me^ and fhed 
tears upon my face." 

•• My father ! if you forbid me, I will 
not proceed in this undertaking !" 

^ '^ No, I do not forbid you. I fliould 
be unworthy of fuch a ibn^ if I was' to 
check your brave and noble fpirit. I will 
pray incefTantly for bleflings upon you." 

^ ** Thank you, my father ! But, remem- 
<bcr, you are not to tell my mother till I 
am gone/^ 

" Do Stevens and- Marncy know your 
intentions ?" 

*' No. If Reginald had continued a 
fingle man, I would' have invited him to go 
with me j but now that he is married all 
is over. I fhall not tell him till I leave 
him ; and I fhall hope to fend you letters 
through his hands. Keep my fecret, and 
make your mind up to my deftination.'* 

" My 
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•** My Ibn left me to my own reficftionsw 
My heart was oppreiTed with- cares and 
fears 1 but I lliil carried a 'Cbearfui coun« 
tcnance. • ' . * - ^ . * 

*' When they departed for India, my 
heart funk ^ within me : all my fteadihefs 
"forfook Trie,' and I was overwhelmed with 
grief. I dared not tell my wife the caufe, 
for flie was too much affefted. She faw 
that I was more concerned than ufual, for 
I loft my , reft and appetite. She forgot 

her own grief, to comfort me. " Cheer 
«p, Balderfon/* faid.(he: " I think you 
are worfe than me." I exerted myfelf, and 
overcame it» 

^^ There is a proverb, that fays — " God 

. aflifts thofe who affift themfelves." I found 

it fo; for I recovered my health and fpirits.* 

Alas I 1 had need of them s for my trials 

were now approaching. 

'* The autumn following was a very 
' (ickly time : an epidemical diftemper raged 

m 
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m Lomloo,. and it*a ciivironjs, U vifitcd 
IB7 poor f«itl]rx:wc ^ bad it more or 
lds> but mjt wife difid of it. I Mb m iof 
4oftrious and faidiful woman, who was tliC 
vchjef fupport of us all. ^ 

"In the midft of my grief, ] was cof»« 
forted by the refle&ion^t diat (he knew not 
of her fon's deiHnation ; and it becamo a 
iburce of confolai;ion to me. 
. ^^ My daughters repqvered by dqgrce% 
and fp 4>d I i .^t wo; were every day n«i* 
Xenfil^le of our great lofii4 

^' Our bufincfs depended upon my wifir. 
People knew and loyed her; and they liked 
to be fcrvcd by her. My d^ifgbteA wecc 
not equally qualified : they knew not the 
way of the trade fo wclK 

" I did all in my power ; but I was not 
fuccefsfuU . Our bufinefs fell pif| ^e bsid 
a fevere winter, expenfres ri^a High, bufi- 
nels declined, and we wer< obliged tp 
break into the money ;my ions Jie^t bei;d4|d. 

"The 
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« The following fpring, in the month 

» 

of May, my daughter Mamcy was brought 
to bed of this dear boy, the objcft of my 
hopes niid cares. She ntirfed him with the 
utmoft care and attention. I fancied I 
fjsw in him a refemblance of Henry Mar- 
ney, and I dossed upon him. I defired 
that he might be called after his grand- 
father ; but my daughter, who dlmoft wor* 
(hipped her hufband, ihfifted upon adding 
im name: fo he was called Reginald 
Henry, but I always called hidi by the 
latter name. 

** My daughter Hannah had mifcarried 
during her illnefs; and fhe grieved, that 
ihe alfohad-not a child to prefent to her 
hufband at his return. 

" The fccond year rolled heavily wer 
4ia; and we reckoned the month^s,' the 
weeks, and the dayy, when pur dear friends 
were expefted h'ome.' 

Vot. II. L « One 
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. V On^ evening, mthe dreary month of 
November, as my d^yghtcr 5teyci\s and I 
wfir? fitting oyer an handful of fire, (Agnes 

;and her child wexf gone to.ljed, and we 
were preparing to follow them) wc heard ^ 

knocking at the doQO 

** W^ aflced, who was tbeip ; ^nd th^ 
unfwer was«— ^^ Your friend and relation.*' 
I opened it immediately; and Jack Stevens 
.CAtered^ in deep mpurniiig^ 

c 

: ** We embraced and wciconn^d him; 
h\itf as ibon as our emotions fubfided, we 
confidered his drefs and appearance; for 
his countetiancie wprc mpurningj as well as 
his body^ 

^« Unwilling to forebode farther griefs^ 
I faid — *^ You have heard of our mit 
fortune?" 

^\ He fliook his head^ and replied-— 
<^ But you have not heard of mine; that I 
muft; unwillingly, relate.*' 
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^* My heaft funk — " Ha ! what, have 
you any more forrowa for us ?" 

*^ I have," laid he : " prepare to hear 
them with patience and refignation ; and' 
may God'fupport you !" 

" I fhook like a leaf, and felt as it I 

ihould faint. 

*^ Hannah faid — ^^ Tell us quickly, and 
put us out of fufpence." 

*^ He fighed deeply; and then — " Re* 
ginald Marney is dead; and James Balder* 
fbn is gone up the country, nobody knows 
where : he had been gone feveral months 
before I came away from Madras/' 

" As I feared the worft, this laft article 

* ♦ 

revived me. 

" You have not heard that James 15^ 
dead?'' 

** No, Sir; I have a letter from him fa 
you ; but it is dated four monuis before I 

Sulcd." ^ . / .. ^, 

La ** Thank 
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" Tbaok God for that !---But, tdl me, 
bow did Rcgioald die ?" 

. ** Of aa autumnal fever. It is a curfed 

«.-■■» 

country* I wili never go there any more.!' 

" I rejoice to heat that," laid Hannah. 

•^ We all were gla4 that .Agn« was 
gone to bed. 5 and we confulted how we 
fliould break the dreadful tidings to .her, I 
made up the fire, and we lat and. talked 
away the whple night* 

" I thought there was a coldpcfeand 
formality in Stevens's behaviour, which I 
had never obferved before; but I im- 
puted it. to his concern for the tidings he 
brought^ and his endeavours to conceal it. 

** When day-light was come> he went 

out; and told Hannah^ he ihould call 
again by and by. 

<* When Agnes came down with her 

. childj niy tears flowed fo faftj that I was 

<)blige4 to conceal them. She faid, ^* I faw 

A man ^ by our ixouTei Co like Jack Stc^ 

venSs 
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vcns, that I fliould have thought it was 
him, if he had been in England/* Hannah 
ianfwcred — " I have heard that he is far- 
rived, and I expeft him every hour.** 

" Have you a letter,, lifter ?'* 

" I have," 

*• Where, then, are Reginald and Jamei? 
No letters from them ?** 

« No." 

^ Father, wliat is the meaning of this ?*! 

^* I could make no anfwer. 

** She fet down the child, ahd came up 
to me. I was leaning againft the wall, and 
crying like a child. She looked in my 
face, and faw my tears. She looked baek, 
and faw Hannah weeping, and both, lilent. 
She gave a loud fhrlek, and fell infio a 
ftrong fit. 

** I will draw a. veil over, this jfeene of 
;tnguiih, for your (ake and my ^ own; It 
was terrible. She was either in raviug/ iM* 
In fifehc fits, for three days and nights.' At 

L 3 intervals. 
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aatenrals, fhe enquired for her huft>and. T 
.dared not deceive her. I told her, be was 
fkad, and (he muft fubmic to the will of 
Heaven* 

** In the midft of ourdiftrefe, Stevens 
came in. He offered to take his wife 
away from me. 

'' I called him cruel and ungraceful, to 
think of (uch a thing. He faid, (he could 
do no goodj but only make him and her- 
fclf unhappy •• 

" I implored him, for Heaven^s fake, to 
take pity upon me, and help me to fiipport 
my trials, which were already as much as I 
could bear. He turned our of the houfe 
in anger, and beckoned his wife to follow 
him; but (he had too much liumanicy to 
leave me at that dreadful nx)ment. 

** She adviieci me -to fend for a poor 
'widowj that nurfed us in our paft illnefs, 
itfnd.^d the laft offices for my poor wift. 
f^e fijd, he had taken a lodging,. and in- 

fitted 



Med trpon her flceping there ; but fhe 
tTOuld be with us in the day-time, and 
Wait to fee what turn her fitter's diforder 
would take# I thanked her, and foHowed 
her adyice. 

" I had never left my poor Agnes, from 
the tinic Ibc was ftruck down by this fatal 
news* Nature demanded Tome repofe. I 
left her to the care of the riurfe; I took the 
dear child with me, and went to reft, which 
I much wanted. My fatigue ferved me aa 
an opiate : I flept till a late hQur, and 
awoke refrefhed and rcftored, and enabled 
to go through the painful duties: that 
awaited me. 

^^ Hannah called upon me at noon. She 
faid, her hufband would noC allow her< to 
cat or flecp at my houfc j that he was* en- 
gaged to work at the Dock-yard at Bept- 
.ford^ and was refolved to fettle there i^bat 
he wanted to carry her there dlrc(5Hy, but 
ihe Ivould not go till fhe faw me through 

L4 my 



^ 
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0)7 prefent diflirefs, which, ihe faw, bo^ 
hard upon me. 

^'<^ I ddired her to tell her hufband to 
knd mc my ion's letter ; for my attendance 
upon Agnes made me forget to aik for ic 

^ On the morrow^ flie brought it, and I 
was eager to perufe it. I was furprlzed 
and concerned to find it had been opened^ 
and clofed again in a very bungling man^ 
ner. In it he told me, he was going up 
the country, on the bufincfs he had n>cn- 
tioned to me. He defired nie not to be 
alarmcd> if I did not hear from him every 
year; but it was his wiQi and intention 
that I fliould receive letters from him an- 
nually: that he had told his brothers^ 
. Marncy and Stevens, that h^ was engageii 
in a gentleman's fervice, without giving 
them the particulars of his employment ^c 
thit he fent me a remittance by tjiem, and 
faoped to fend me^ bt kkft^ the fame fum 
jUniuiaUy s he chofc to limit my cxpedl*. 

tions. 
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|iQi»i hM ihouki lejoicd no be Jenahded to 
exceed them. 

■ ** The ftim vns .attfv^y fcratched oat i 
but, by.wrnipg it i^^t- » tHt.Ught»I 
difCQyerqd it to be fifty .pgruBii$... J was 
ftruck to the heart at this proof of tbf 
bafenefs of the hands through, which this 
letter was conveyed to mc ; but I woa« 
dered it was not deftroyed. . 

*' I now difcerncd the caufe of Str^ons's 
ihynefs and referve s and I had ftilji more 
villainy to apprehend from lnw^% 

** I took no notice to my daughters > 
but faid, I took it unkindly th^ Stevens 
0iould (hun me bccaufe of my^povfrty Zf}/i 
diftrefs: I hoped he would think better^ 
and come to ipe s for I had xquiAy (ludl^o^f 
to alk hijti, , . . i 

" The ppot girl proipifed i9 \tk v^]% 
her influence, 'tp perfu^de hi^o^P coo^ 
with her tl|c next ti^e^ ^ni iit Wt^Ae! 
brought him, 

L5 «Ifaw 
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^* I • law diat be was in confufion, and 
rxpeAed to be queftiooed on the fubjcft of 
the letter ; but I had deeermined to attack 
fcim where he did not exped it firft. 
• '* I afke44ii{ny whether he had received 
his pay from the Indiaman ? 
^ ••He anrwered— " Yes.'* 

**' 'then you' received aifb what was doc 
to Mamcy and Balderfon ?'* 
^ •^•No; I did not/' 
•j . ^f. Tiiat'h very ftrange to me : you muft 
know, that both myfelf and my daughter 
*tfd need of it." ' ' 

" I Had nor a proper power to receive 
their monife:*' 

« *' 1 ani forry for it. I muft enquire 
hbw and wfcere the feamen*s wages are to 
be paid. In the mean time, you can pay 
ine the remktance myfm Jftmes fent me^ 
is mentioned in the letter/* 

» ^* U ¥^ts not me to jiytom he gave it.** 
« Who, then r faid L 
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" It wasiBcginald/' 

*^ Was not you with him when he died ^'^ 

^' Yes i but I was not allowed to take 
his effeas." 

'« Who did, then, pray T" 

*M do not know." 

" God grant me patience V\ faid I ^ 
•* and may they who have wronged the 
widow and the orphan, find . their }IU 
gotten wealth grind their hearts in their 
laft moments V^ 

'* Stevens was confufed ; but he affeded 

■ 

to be angry, and went out in a feem- 
ingrage. 

*^ After this enquiry,. I faw little more 
of Stevens. My daughter always called 
once a day^, but never ate nor flept at the 
hoqfe* 

** After a varfety of lufFei ings, pirtly 
bodily, and partly mental, my poor daugh- 

ter Agnes expired. Ip all hjer hicixl inter- 

• •■ •.»^.. 
L 6 vals,, 
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vals> flic pmyed for dtachj aad WfOtcd her 
child comtd havt gone with htt. 

** Now was I bereft of all my comforts, 
and left with the charge of this unfortunate 
child, to flruggle through difficulties of 
every kind. I could only refign tnyfelf to 
the wiH of Heaven, and pray for ftrength 
and fortitude. 

*' I fent word of the event to Stevens 
and his wife. She came to me ; Ihe la- 
mented my (ituatioo, and wifhed (he was 
allowed to be conftantly with me. 

** The day after, fhe came again. She 
faid, her hufband was concerned for me, 
but he could not bear to be prefenc ; it 
hurt him too much ; but he had fent me 
five guineas towards the funeral. 

** If it is his own, I am obliged to him^ 
but I fear — I fear, he owes me much, more 
ibaa this : but I leave him to Heaveuj^ and 
his'own confcience/* 

*' She 



^^ She i>tgged «M not to enterUin fcM 
fpkions of hiB), but to take wh«t hehati 
feot out of good-wilU I bade i«ar frame 
what anfwer (he pleafcd, andgivje it- to hex 

iiuiband. 

•' She attended the funeral wUhmc ; bilt 
he declined i^;. Perhaps he was too much 
confcience-ftrickxrn, to be able to be pre*- 
fent : J>ut why, then, did he not make 
reftitution ? 

" The day after, he came to fetch his 
wife from my houfe. He told her, (he 
muft now take her choice, to go with hina» 
or ftay with her father : he was ^oing away 

diredtly. 

*' She wept in my arnas, I faid— •' Go^ 
my child; it is your duty to follow your 
hufband : leave me to the prote£kion of 
Heaven. Godblefsyou! and fare wel!— 
Stevens, do not defy Heaven's jufticc* 
May you repent of the wrongs you have 

done me, and be forgiven !^* * ' 

•'Ht 
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-! ".He faidy he hgd done me no wrongs 
.but> that I had abufedhis good-will. He 
uweat a9ra}rln.aager; and his wHe followed 
him, weeping,. i::.^^: - 

" I was left in this drfconfolate fitua- 
tion« yet I did not delpain I lifted up 

4ny heart rn prayer, and fkicU— ^^ Nothing 
liappens without thy perniiifion> O Lord I 
'Do thou llrcngthea me tQ fupport my fuf- 
ferings, and to rely upon thee to deliver 
me in thy own good time: thou canft 
'make all thefe things work together for 
^od to thofe who love and obey thee." 
' •^ The good woman, who did the laft 
offices to my child and her mother, told 
me fhere was a man'^nd* his wife, who 
would be glad oo take nriy houf^ and (hop 
off my hands. 

- ^^ It was a welcome offery. 'for 1 was no 
longer, in a fituatiQn to carry it on* I 
treated v«[ith them; they took moft of the 
furniture and fixt^uresu ; . • i 

«r hired 
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, ** I hired • an upper-room in d poor 
houfc near by. I took a bedj and chairs^ 
and furnilhed my room; and then went 
thither with my child, who gave me. cou- 
rage to ftrugglc through my troubles, and 
rewarded my cares with his innocent fmiles. 
•For his fake, I exetted myfelf i -and, if I 
could provide food for him, I cared not 
how poorly I fared. 

" I wove garters, laces, and tfobbinsi 
J fold ballads, aud little chap-books. I 
was a petty hawker and pedlar: I carried 
a baiket before me, and my child at my 

back. 

"I generally earned enough to buy us 
a fupper at night; a loaf, or a few bifcuitSj 
fed us all day. 

*' The poor widow lived next door to 
us : fhe ufed to wafti for uSj and keep my 
boy wholefome and clearilyj he throve, and 
grew to my heart's wilhes. 

" When the fpring came forward, 1 ex- 
tended 
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temfccl nxy walks through laU the enFiroaSr 
I implored people to buy of me far ch»« 
rity, and in pity to the poor orphan I cttr- 
Tied with mt. I told no^ feigned ftory ; mf 
griefs were real> and I fomotknes afie&ed 
my hearers: Aey wouW givca few pence 
to the 'little boy^ and we recurred them 
our bleffing). 

^' As foon as he could fpeak plain^ I 
taught him his letters: he foon learned to 
read* I taught him Dr. Watts's Hymns, 
ond made him iuig them to fuch as would 
give him the hearing. . 
, *' 1 ftrove to imprefs upon his mind a 
ftrong fcinfe of religion and virtue; of the 
duties to God> and to our neighbour. I 
taught him> that a poor beggar was better, 
to the Cght of God, than a rich noan with- 
out good principles^ or the fear of God. . 

•* In a year's time, I became inured to 
this kind of life. • I earned money fufiicient 
fer all my wants. I paid my lodgings every 

Saturday^ 



acHOOL FOR wiBOWd. a6r 

SaSurday, tnd hid a hot dinner on a 
Sundiay. 

" I had ftiil an hope wami at my heart, 
tkat i ihould fomerimes hear of my pocn* 
James> and receive remittances from him : 
that I fhould nnake ufe of them to put nrty 

Henry out to fome creditable trade» and 

make him a g^xxl and ufeful member of 
ibciety. Theft were my wiflies, and tht 
i&nly objects of 'my ambition. 

" I uftd to ftroll about all the villages 
within ten miles, all the fammer; but in 
Che winter, I kept within the limits of tlie 
triple city, London, Wcftminftcr, and 
:Southvvark. 

*' The people knew me, and always 

icept my lodging for me. The pcrfons who 
took my houfe and fhop were kind to me; 
they <rftcn font me viftuals, and they WCtfe 
defired to take in all letters for me. 
• '" i expcded, when the India Ihips camie ' 

home. 
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howiCj to hear from my fon; but no letter^ 
came. 

, " It came into my mind^ that the fame 
perfon who flopped my firft remictahce^ 
might intercept any future ones^ and aifo 
the letters that brought advice of thcmj 
yet I dreaded to find my fufpicions well 
founded: T was unwilling to (hiqk . ib 
hardly of nature, and of relation(hip» 

" One day, when I was (trolling through 
Leadenhall Street, near the India Houfe, 9 
young man> with a pen in his hand^ took 
.very kind notice of my child i- he gave hint 
iix-pence, I was ufcd to obferve men's- 
countenances I and, I thought, he looked 
:good and gracious. 

* ^* A thought ftruck me — I aflced hina 
to let me fpeak with him, if it did not ia- 
dtrude upon his time* He bade me fpeak. 

" I ftood in the ftreet, and he upon "the 
*vppcr-ftcp of the door* I told him,, briefly, 

that 
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that this child was a wretched orphan, 

who had no friend or proteftor but my- 
fclfj that his father was a failor in the In- 
dia Company's fervice, and died at Mai- 
^dras at fuch a time; that his uncle re- 
mained there, and that both of them had 
wages due to them; and, if he could put 
me in a way to receive them, he would 
confer the greateft' obligation upon me. 

" He wifhed he might be able to do 
me this fervice. He took down the name 
of the fliip, and the men, in his pockcO- 
book, and promifed to endeavour to fervc 
me. I gave him my direction, and begged 

he would let me know his fuccefs. I told 
him the ufe I intended tomake of the nfK>- 
ney for the child's fervice, a/id that I pre- 
lerved rtiy life for his fake. 

'* The young man was afFc^ked 5 he was 
convinced pf my veracity. He gave mc 
half-a-crown : I dedined it; faying, it was 
enough to intrude upon bis time, and to 

give 



a64 S€H0OL ro* WIDOWS 

give bim trouble. He put it agafn into 
my hand> gave it the grafp of fricndfkipj 
and went away, faying—^* Thou art na 
cooimon beggar, 1 am fore !'^ 

'• His grafp went to my heart v it filled 
my eyea with tears. I faid — '< Thou «t 
no common giver, I am furcT* 

•* He (hut the door, and I went away 
with my heart lighter than it had been for 
a long time* 

** When the fpring advanced, it came 
into my mind to wander down to Wood- 
lands, and to enquire after Mifs Marney, 

from whom I had not heard of a long time. 
My own cares and troubles had fo much 
cngroffed me, that I could think of no- 
thing elfe* Very little preparation had we 
to make. My child began to walk by my 
fide, and I only carried him when he was 
tired. I bought him a pair of ftout (hoes^ 
«nd away^ we Went. 

^ We paifed through Bow and Strat* 

foril. 
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&ad, and fteered wmj for Eppiiig f o» 
reft. 

^< In the tliick^ft pare of it we weft4>yeiv 
taken by a ytdenc florm of thunder^ lights 
ning^ and rain^ which I fhsM never forget* 
I took fhelcer in a hollow tree, and it kept 
me from all it's inconveniences. 

** In the midft of this awful fcene, I felt 
none of thofe fear^ which ufed to attend 
me in happier days. I had no friends, no 
property, to lofc. I held my child in my 
arms, and recommended him to the care of 
Heaven: it feemed to me^ as if we were 
more inuxiediately under it's prote£tion« 
** Let the wicked tremble,*' faid I ; ^' wc 
lear God, and he will defend us from all 
other fears/' I felc inexpreflible peace and 
confidence in his mercy; and was, at that 
awful moment, happier than the man of 
property, for I had nothing to -lofe but 
this earthly tabernacle, and that, I w^s 
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aflUrcdy I (houkl exchange for a better, and 
my child would (hare it with me. 
. *' Tbfi^ ftorm weot over towards eveniirg. 
The Sun (hone out in all his glory, and 
gilded the clouds with a thoufand colours;. 
when a troop of gipfies, or travellers, or 
beggars, though not of our caft, capie run- 
ning, up to my tree. 

" They (hook the rain off their tattered 
cloaths; they gathered (licks, and tore 
down boughs } they (truck a light, made a 
fire, and fet on an iron pot with meat to 

cook for their fuppers. 

*' I came. out of my retreat, and was 
glad to (ee a^in human faces. They called 
out-r-" A brother! a brother T' and ad- 
dre(red me in all the cant of their knavi(h 
tracer 

'^ I was ignorant of their meaning; but 

told thamj, briefly,, that I was reduced to 

indigence, and had this Qhild to pro-^^ 

vide for. 

« Like 
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*^ like true citizens of the world, they 
welcomed me, and invited me to partake 
of their fuppcr. I accepted their hofphdity 
with thanks, for myfelf and my childl We 
ate heartily^ and one of them had a wooden 
cafk of ale, and cups to drink out of. 

;** I faid, I believed I had made free 
with their lodging. They all cried out-^ 
'f Take it^ father, and welcome, for this 

iright!" 

" They invited me to go with them: 
they taught me fome of their language, if 
ever I ihould meet with any of their bre<« 
threoi for they were a numerous fociety. 

** I thanked them for their civijityj but 
declined jgoing farther with them, as my 
bufinefs led me another way* 

^ Which way, father?" faid the Pa- 
trico. . 

** To 21 place called Woodlands, in the 
county of Effex/V 

^^Wc 



^ We m» 4bM jutt^macAma tiM^iU 

^^ liKiie4V-Cn)ietitdIiM«ftkfifi^ 
. ^^ Whst famify thereiwidd fM^ tuquiili 

^ ^^ That df Squire Longford^ who now 
llve9 at the Manor-hotife." 

^ Who did live tbere^ you mcaft/* 
' •' Well, what did you know of Tiim?^ 

♦ ** Whar I know h from common rc- 

poit, wb!c& calU him a great villain/* 

• ^< It calls him truly/' 

^* He then toW hie the heads of'fhe 
ftory I havt related to you; and added, 
ferther, that the'daughter of the kte Henry 
Marney had lived with a widow lady, who 
loved- her ocarly — that yoUng Longford 
had fallen in love with her — that his father 
^as enraged agairrft'hirrr and her, and did 

her ill offices with the ladyi her frienid— 
*^ . that 
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that he promoted a marriage between her 
and a young farmer^ whom ihe could not 
Kke— that the fon of the rcdfcor of the 
parifli loved her likewife ; and was forbid^ 
den by his father to think of marriage, as 
neither of them could fupport a family, 
and it would be ruin to both. Youn^ 
Dalby^ being enflanKd with love and jea* 
loufy, and provoked by oppofition, ftolc 
Mifs Mamey away from her patronefs, and 
was going with her to Scotland; but they 
were purfued, and brought back again. 

" Old Longford perfuaded the lady to 
fend Mifs Marney away from her; and flic 
muft have gone to the workhoufe^ but for 
the humanity pf old Mr. Dalby, who took 
her into his proteftlon, upon condition 
that his fon (hould go to Cambridge di- 
redly, and not come home till he per- 
initted hiq[). 

'' AH thefe things had fuch an e&a 

cpon Mifs Marney, that (he fell into a 

Vot. II. M hafty 
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hafty decline. The lady, her friend, came 
to iee hers fl^e was reconciled to her, azul 
<^red coktake her tq her houfe again.: but 
fhe declined it. She confefled that fbe 
loved young Dalby> but would not marry 
him to his ruin— She was going down to 
Ithe grave, and did not wilh to live^ In 
(horti (he died, and was buried while wc 
ftaid in the parilh/* 

" Here," faid Balderfon, " I. groaned 
with anguilh. I exclaimed — " Oh, unfor- 
tunate family! ynhappy Anna Marney !•— 
Yet, why dp I fay fo, when fhe is releafcd 
from a world of mifery, while I fuftain a 
life of cares and troubles? — The will of 
Heaven be done I'* 

" Can you tell me any farther particu- 
lars of the Longfords?*' 

*' All the village mourned over Mifi 
Marney: all cried (hame on Lmigford! 

People cried out to their children—** There 

goes the i»aa> that ruined the Marneys ! 

I^oarn 
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Learn to be contented with a little : it is 
better to be poor and honeft» than to be 
rich and iirickcd ; to be hated and dclpiftd^ 
like that man V* ' 

" Some of thefe diings were ftid in^ 
Longford's hearing : whether they touched 
his heart, or whetKer the judgment ofc 
Heaven followed him, I know not; but it 
was faid, that he was troubled in mind, 
and he conceited that he was haunted -, and 
fo truly he was, by ah evil cdnfcience. 
^ *' There came a gentlemati, who had 
made a great fortune in trade, and yet 
bore a fair charaAer, excepting that he was 
counted very clofe and covetous. His 
name* ^^s- Striilland. Ldngford fold the 
cftates to;.hi<n, Th^y fafd there tv^s fomc 
fcruple about the title;: but, for tha^ he 
^ii obliged 'to abatfc df the price. So Mr. 
$triaiafid,bciugTit' it, smi\ Mn Longfbfd 
and Iiis fon left it immediately; 

'^^ S€)ltie fa^, ihey, are gone inlo> a forcf ign 

' M z country ; 
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country; and others, that they atre gone 
into the North of England : but, for cer« 
tab, dsey liave left Woodlands $ and, like a 
candk's end| they went out with a ftink*" 

** I thanked the Patrico, or father of 
the gipfies, for his intelligence; which 
had favcd me the labour of my journey, 
and fome part of the pain I (ho.uld have 
fufiered from hearing all theie thiugs upon 
the fpot. 

" I flept vith my child hx tfre hollow 
tree that night } and the next d^yi I took 
my leave of the gipfics, and re- trod my 
fteps back to London, ruminating upon 
the various fates and fortunes. of men. 

^' If we could divcft ourfelves of prcju- 
idiccs/* faid I, •^ it fignifies little to the 
]>ublic, whetjier particular families riie 
into afBuence, or fink into ind^ence« We 
piU fpring from the fame fqurce, and to all 
there i« but one event.' 

<< At my return home^ l^void a letter 
. . . from 



■ I. J 
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from the good young gentlemafi who had 
piromifed to make enquiry after ttiy fon'« 
wages. He told me, that a youn^ inan^ 

who called himfclf their brother, 'had re^ 
ceived their wages, and given a difchargc 
for the money. 

" This could be po other man than 
Stevens s his bafe condud: was proved, 
paft all doubt. 

" I looked over my letter from my Ton 
James. I found in it a dire£lion to the 
gentleman^ his patron, at Madras, under 
which I might write to him. This' I had 
hot obferved before; and I determined to 
make ufc of it now. 

•* I wrote an account of all that had 

ft 

befallen me during his abfence, and a mi- 
HDte account of every part of Stevens's 
conduft; dcfiring him, in future, to direft 
to me at the houfe where I formerly live^: 
and I fent three duplicates, by as many 
different (hipi. » . ' 

M 3" *^ Thus 
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*' Thus I went OD, from year to year^ 
hoping and expe&Jng tt) hear from my foni 

and, though always difappointed, I did not 
defpairof jr. 

" My mind often ran upon going to 
Woodlands, and to fhew my boy the feat 
of his anceftors, and all the places adjoia- 
ing; to fhew him his grandfather's tomb-» 
ftone, and to relate his ftory; to impref$ 
thefe ideas upon his tender mind> and to 

excite ii^ him a laudable ambition to imi*- 

* • "*. 

tate t.he virtues of hi§ family^ 49d avoid 
all that can difgrace it. 

. *' I had another and fccondary motive: 
to try the fpirit of the prefent proprietor of 
Woodlands, whether he had the charity 
and generofity to aflift me in putting out 
the unfortunate heir of the family of 
Marney, fo that he might earn his bread 
in a creditable wayv and not lead the life 
of a ftranger attd a vagabond, as he had 
done hitherto. " ' ' 

'•?' Thefe, Madam, were th^'biotives that 

led 
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led me to Woodlands; and thcfe made mc 
fend the boy to try Mr. Stridland's chmty. 
•* I was near at hand: and, if he was 
encouraged, I would have come u'p and 
told my ftory and his j if repulfed, I was 

at hand to proteft him. 

" You know all that follov/ed. In your 
heart, lady, I found all that I wiflied. 

" I was affli(5ted with an ague, laft win- 
ter, and that reduced me to a (late of beg- 
gary. My cloaths were worn out, and I 
had no money to buy new ones. You 
have cloathcd me and my bo);, and en- 
abled us to get on in our former way of 
life. We humbly thank you for all favours; 
particularly, for giving a patient attentiofi 
to my ftory. May God give his blelTmg 

to you and yours !'^ 

•t 
Here Balderfon ended his ftory. He 

bowed, and motioned to retire. • 

I beckoned* hfm to 'ftay. I hWd henrU 

him with various emotions^ and tioW could 

M 4 hardly 
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bardty command my voice to fpeak to hifn 
upon the iroft intcrcfting fubjeft. 
•* Could you part with your boy?** ■ 
'•• To do hitn good, I would part w!tli 

my life/' 

" Perhaps, it would be a leffcr trial, 
than to be feparated from him. However, 
J will not be ib cruel to afk it. I defiga 
to anfwer your fecondary motive of com- 
ing hither. I will put your boy in a way 
^o earn his living; but he muft lay afidc 
his name for a time: I muft not be known 
to be his friend. You muft continue in 
this neighbourhood^ and you Ihall fee him 
ojice in a week. I will allow you s (hil- 
ling a week for yourfelf, and I will fee yott 
fpmetimcs. This lady will be my fuhfti- 
tote, and fhe will pay your penfion for. 
«ie. Will you, Baldcrfon, accept my con- 
ditions?^ - 

Th^ man oembled with yoff and grati- 
tude. He proftrated himfdf upon the 

earth •, 
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earthi he lifted up his eyc$ to Heay^n, 
and tears ran fait- down bis-cheeks.: • . 

The boy ran up to him, and clafped^his 
arms round his neck — '* What makes you 
cry, grandfather?, Henry will not leave 
you for any body !*' 

Balderlbn arofe — '• Forgive him, lady! 
I will make him fenfible of hi« obligations 
to you; and we will wait your com*, 
mands/* 

I defired Mifs Elton to buy iomfi necef*- 
fariea for the boy, Wc agreed, ^bat he 
ihould come to her on the Monday follow- 
11^ and that ihe fbould go wiih him td 
the fchool. ' Aho, Ihe was to pay Balder*' 
fon his penfion. Thefe matters being 
fettled, they departed/- arid we returi^d'- 
home. 

E^verjr things that wc had planned wsiw 
execute^. -* ; ;.- 

Herel Va^, kaye th$^ ^ ^Owe^^^d 
return to the affairs of. my own family., ,ij 

M 5. Mr. 
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Mr. Scriftland fell into a decline. He 
grew veryi'fretful*^ but did not bdteve 
bimfelf in' any danger, nor would accept 
of any alliftance. He followed his work^, 
men, as ofuali Aor would be perfuaded to 
take any care of himfelf. 

My fecond fon bad all the diftempcrs 
incident to children : the whooping cough 
came laft, and totally deftroyed his confti- 
tution. He died at three years old. 

I grieved for him : but his father^s for- 
row had more the appearance of anger; 
and it feemcd pointed at me, as if it was 

my fault. 

The year following; I loft my youngeft 
child. She died of teething; and Mr. 
Striftland was very angry at it. He faid 
it was d-*-d hard 1 

The two furrivifig ones were very 
healthy and promifing. 

I taught tliem to read, as ibon «s they 
could ^peak plain > and their proficiency 

was 
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wds a fivcct reward for my trouble aiid 
atteflCksi. They loved me in Tetuf^s and: 
I fpeiu my pka£uit<cfl: hourtsin th^ircom-i' 
pany. ' • , . .' ■■ - ■ -^ 

Mr. StridHand Joved them in hrs way ; 
but the harfhnefs of his temper^ and the 
warmth of his exprcffions, made them 
afraid of him, and* checked the afFeftioi* 
they would othcrwife havre felc for their 
father. 

Ill-tempered people, ^ fuflfer mope paia 
than they inflifti and this is a juft punifli- 
ment of Heaven. It ia not nnore our duty 
than our intereft to reftrain oor paffions^ 
our bappinefs depends upon ir. 

One dav that Mn Stridtland was ridinsf, 

/ 

near Mr* Eltan'^s, ha i?afs takcfn with a 
faintnefs that took away his ftren>gthk, He 
rung at the gate* The fervant cajne, and 
faw that he was iH; he helped him to 
alight, and led hira into the houfr, ivhcre 
He had a -fit.- The familjr gave Mra 'all 

M 6 the 
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cbc aflHtiTc m their povcr, aod ffaewed 
CYCTf fwrk of fricodflbip and ^Ktcntione 

ATier he ira$ pcffcdly. .recovered, Mn 
Elioa cook the liberty to adyife hioi^ to 
Icttk his worklly affairs: that k wooldrnot 
hafteo his death, but only make adue pre** 
paratioo for it — ^that be ifxJce as bis pariih- 
j^rtcft, who thought it a part of bis duty. 
He alfi> defircd him to coofult. a pby« 
fician. 

Mr. Striftland received his advice pro- 
perly, and thaoked him far it. He faid, 
he would confider-of it: that he bad do 
good opinion of do£lors or iawjers; but, 
in fome cafeSj they might be necefiky 
evils* 

They invited him to ftay to dinaer^ btit 
he chofe rather to come home. 

A ihort time afterwards, he calM Kt 
Mr« Soutfagatc^ and lad another fk dme. 
Mr* Sonbgate gave him the fame advice 
that Mn Eicon had denci to nnke his 

wilJ, 



m\\\^ if be bad any paiticular difpolki<H)S>)ta 
qiake. Tbcy both diought him declinifig 
Very faft, andthat he (hosuldiofc no-tiAiC, 
: Me deflrcd Mr. Southgate to come dtti 
dmc with himthe firft day he could fpare^ 
and added-i-" Bring an honeft lawyefwitH 
you, if you know one/* 

Mr* Southgatc appointed the Monday 
following. Mr. Elton was invited to 
meet him. 

I wondered what this invitation meant. 
Mr. Striftland faid, it was upon private 

bvfinefs. 

He took his guefts into one of the other 
parlours^ which was contrary to his ufual 
cuftonii and, when there, afkcd them to 
be his executors. 

He faid, he hated lawyers : that one of 
that craft had ruined the family of Marney, 
fontiirly proprietors of Woodiandsi and 
he was re&lved that none of them ihouM? 

be his iexecutorsr-v^kab he believed thmn 

both 



both to be'homft men^ flind that thcf 
would not wrong his wife and chiUr^i^ 
and therefore he begged them to take upon 
fhtm this truft. 

They both thought wdl of me; and 
thought it would be for my fcrvice to 

accept it, left it might otherwife fall upon 
ftrangcrs, who might give me trouble. 

They both promifed to accept it^ and ta 
difcharge it faithfully. 

In the afternoon, the attOFncy came, by 
Mr. Southgate's order. He took minutes 

n 

from Mr. Striftland's mouth, and was or- 
dered to get them put into proper form as 
foon as poflible; and, within a week, the 
will was figned, fealcd, and executed, in 
due form. 

It was fortianate th^t Uiis btifinef^ was 
done at the tinic -, for Mr. Stridland did 
not live above a month after* 

He had fainting-fits oftco: biit. ftill he^ 

thought 
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tboaght tbere was no danger; yet he greir 
vieaker every day. . ' 

Otkc day> he confcnted to lay down after 
dinrjer. I aflifted him, and fat by hi« bed-^* 
fide till I faw him aQecp^ and then went 
into the common parlour. 

At the ufual hour of tea-drinking, I fent 
Mrs. Gilfon to fee whether ber matter was 
awake. She ftaid fome minutes; and 
then came down in an odd way^ looking 
frfghted, 

" Is your matter afleep?" fa id I. 

She anfwered — " Yes. He will never 
more wake in this world, I believe !" 

I was furprized; though we had long 
cxpeAcd this awful event. 

I went up ftairs with her, and found 
it was even as (he had faid. Mr. Stridb* 
land was departed without a ttruggle, and 
*ldy as if afleep* 

I fcnt immediately for Mr. Elton, and 
pi^t myfelf under his dire£tion. I was 

affefted 
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a^cded with yirious emotions, and could 
hardly undcrftand my own fcnfations. .1 
felt compaffion and concern for the father 

4 

cf my children, thus dying in the prime pf 
his life. I wtflied that I had loved hioji 
more ! I wifhed that he had allowed me 
to love him ! I was awed^ and fright- 
ened; yet I could not take any blame to 

myfclf. 

Poor Gilfon was deeply affcdted. She 
loved him, as a parent loves her child i and 
excufcd his faults, as a parent docs by a . 

m 

froward one. 

i. ■ . • - . ^ 

Mifs Elton kindly accompanied her fa-,, 
ther, and (laid with me till the moft 
diftreflSng fcenes were all over. 

The next day, Mr. Southgate and Mr^ 
Elton came together. The will was 
opened, and I found rayfcjf joined with 
thcfe two gentlemen in the cxecutorlhip, 
which I bad not expelled. I was fcnfiblc 

that I owed it to their good offices i and 

they 
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tlVey Owned that they had urged it, as il 

would enable me to receive the rents^ and 

• * ■ • . • 

to a<9t for my children. 

We united in paying the laft duties to 
Mr. Stridlandj and in fettling his affairs, 
I found new bufinefs and duties coming 
forward every day. 

I will here conclude this enormous 
pacquet^ and fend it to Mrs. Marti n> to 
convey to your hand* I fhall fbon have 
another ready. I have matter fufficient 
for another, before I conclude my ftoryi; 
but what remains, will be drawn into a 
fmallcr eompafs. 

1 have alio a farther demand upon you^ 
but this I will enlarge upon in my next 
pacquet. 

Believe me, always, my Fanny, 
Yours, faithfully, 

Rachel Stkictland, 



LETTER 
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LETTER IX. 

MRS* STRICTLAKD, TO MRS. DARNFORDr 
IN CONTIKUATION. ^ 

MR. Stridland had a mean opinion 
of women: he had frequently told 
me fo. He faid, they were not to be 
trufted with powcrj nor with money: for 
the latter they had no occalion; having 
meat, drink, and lodgings, provided for 
them. 

^' But, then, cloaths and linen. Sir? 
Have wc no occafion for them?*' faid !• 

** Yes ; but not for half the quantities 
you buy, and make up. Men are more 
reafonable; they feldom have more than 
are neceflary. I never have more than one 
coat in a yearj and I wear them one under 

another, to fpare them/* 

There was no replying to this argu- 
ments " I dojo^' was' a clincher* 

Thus 



SCHOOL FOR WIDOWS. aSj 

Thus thinking, and thus afting, how 
can I accoujit for his laft difpofition of his 
property? Can I do otherwife than impute 
it to the influence of the two gentlemen, 
who affifted him in making his willi and 
to haften through a difagreeable bufinefs? 

Thus it was — He left all his landed 
cftates, not Icfs than eighteen hundred 
pounds a year, to his only fon; under the 
following reftriftions. When he (hould 
come to the age of twenty-one, he was to 
be paid a rent-charge of one thoufand 
pounds per annum, and a thoufand pouods 
ftcrling to begin the world with. He was 
to be put into poflcffion of the houfe 
called Woodlands^ and to rcfide there. 
The reft of the income of the eftates was 
to accumulate, from that timCi till he 
fhould attain to twcHty-fivc yearsj and 
then he was to receive ir, with all the 
remainder of bis fortune. 

The' cftates were entailed upon his iom^ 
, V grandfons. 
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grandfbns, &c. and^ failing heirs, to his^ 

daughters; failing both, to bis lifter, in 
&£ manner: and all the heirs fubjeded to 
the iame reftridions. 

To his daughter, the fum of fix thoa- 
laod pounds, if (he married with coniint 
of her mother and guardians, to be paid 
on the day of marriage. If otherwilV, to 
be paid three thoufand when fht ihould 
come of age, and the remainder at twenty* 
five years. 

To his widow, fix thoufand pounds, 
(fomewhat more than be received with her) 
over and foefide her marriage-fettlement. 

To Martha Gilfon, widow, his faithful 
fervant, an annuity of twenty pounds a 
year, for her life; and ten guineas fot 
mourning. 

To every fervant in his houfe, one ycar*i 
wages. 

He appoints his wife Rachel Stri<!l!and; 
tfic Reverend Thomas Elton, and Richird 
^•^ Southgate, 
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SouthgatCy Gent, joint executors of Wif 
will, and guardians and truftces for bis 
cfeildrcn. He leaves an hundred pounds 
' legacy to each of the gentlemen, for their 
trouble. 

He oiakes his wife the refiduary legatee^ 
He empowers her to receive the whole 
rents and income of his fortune during the 
minority of his children ; that (he may 
provide for the maintenance ^nd education 
of his children, and that they may be duti-^ 

ful and obcdiept to bisr. Put he i:eftraii»s it 
by the following conditions — 

She is to receive all his income, and to 
have the care of his children, fo long *s 
flie remains a widow ; but, in cafe the faid 
Rachel Stri£kland^ fliould marry again, {be 

is no longer the receiver of his rents, o« 
the guardian and truftee of his children : 
yet,, even in this cafe, he gives her back; a^ 
h^r own fortuneyun addition to h<rr tfm* 
rjage-^dement I and the fhildren are to 

be 
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be taken from* her, and put under the care 
of the other guardians^ who are to be ac- 
countable for the rents till his Ton comes of 
age 2 and, in that cafe, thej are entitled . 
to an additional legacy of two hundred- 
pounds each. 

He then concludes, and executes thii 
his laft Will and Teftamcnt. * 

Now, my friend, what think you of this 
Will? I will tell you my opinion; that it is 
the moft generous, juft, and prudent one, 

€faac I ever faw or heard of. 

I fubfcribe to the conditions wirh my 

hand and hearty and wiih more men were 
as wife as Mr. Stridland, in guarding 
their property for their children, and re- 
draining their widows from fquandering 
their fortunes^ and buying themieives 
huibands, 

I baye, at this moment, in my mind's 
^ye, a widow, turned of fixty years of age, 
IB whofe hands a too generous huftiaDd left 

the 
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^ difppfal of a gr,cat part of his property. 
This woniant kftigated . byi a ptiSon that^j 
at her years, as a difg^coce to her itx, mar-* 
r4ed.a man under, thirty; fettled all her pro« 
perty upon himj wrpoged^ cheated, and 
infulted her children, and grandchildren; 
aqd^became the contempt and difgrace of 
her family^ of her fex, and of the world. 

It is not our fex only that have played 
the fool in thcfe cafes; yet it is in the 
power of the other only to lay a reftraint 
upon us and themfelves* It would be a 
wife aft of the Legiflature, who have li- 
mited the time of entering into matrimo- 
mal connexions, to fet limits to the time 
alfo when they ihoulJ ceafe, and put the 
fuperannuated lovers into cuftody. 

It is not eafy to defchbe the fituation 
of my nriiind at this time, both with refpeft 
to the pait and the prefent. I wilhed to 
have a grateful fenfe of Mr. Striftland-$ 
generofity and eonfideilce toward* mei 

yet. 
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yet, on (he other Iviiid» I bad a loiardng 
ceraembraoce of his churlUh temper and 
behaviour. How m^ I. to blend cogeUier 
liich contradifkory feelings. a$ I could nri*^ . 
tber inveftigate nor comprehend ! 

I refolved not to affeA a grief I did not 
ftel, nor yet an indifierence that might be 
deenied difrcfpcdful ; but to (hew my gra* 
titude by a faithful difcharge of the truft he 

had honoured me with, and a conftant and 

« 

unremitting attention to the intereft and 
happinefs of his children. 

The genrfcmch informed me, that^ being 
named firft as executor, the chief of the 
power refided in me ; but they would al- 
ways be ready to giv« me their advice and 
affiftance, whenever I (bould call upon 

them. 

I told them, I Ihould never take any 
material ftep without their advice and ap« 
probation; and I wiflied them to know 
every part of my c<mdud. 

•• Permit 
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r ** Permit tnc, Madam/' faid Mr.Bbuth- 
feate, ** to aflc, whether you pYopofe to 

liTC at Woodlands, or liot ; and whether 

«• • 

you do not think, in th^t cafe, it nitght be 
let to advantage, during the minoritf of 
four fon ? * 

' *' That,'' faid I, ** requires fome con- 
(ideration. I wilh to pay all due refpef^ to 
Mr. Striftland's memory, and to fecond hi« 
wifhes and intentions to the utmofl of my 
power. I know it was his defign to bring 
tip his fon to the fame buQnefs which he 
followed himfelf : he wiflied him to ftudy 
agriculture, and to pradlife it. I would 
not oblige him to it, againft his inclina- 
tion ; but I would give him an oppor- 
tunlty to know what it is, and to make 
a fair choice. It is more than time that he 
.was put to fchool ; but I fhould wiHi him 
to fpend his fummer vacation at Wood- 
lands conllandyj to lee the occupations of 
Vol. II. N ■ the 
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the hufbandman^ and to know the fanning 

bu(ine(k«" 

'. ^ BiQt> m the mem tiaie> who is to take 

tare of the land i There is becwoed two 

and three hundred pounds a year eftatev 

which Mr. Striftland ufed to keep in his 

own hands : who is to take care of that ?'* 

*^ Why, Sir, I have been thinking of 
that. I would put in a bailiff, or over- 
looker of the farm, during my fon's mi- 
nority 5 and he fliould give an account of 
tlie profits of the farrn^ to you, Sir, who are 
beft qualified touiiderftand it ^ and, if yoti 
would be {o kind as to overlook him, i 
ihould be ready to make acknowledgment 
for your trouble/* 

He fcerned difpleafed with what I had 

faid. I feared 1 had afFrol>ted him by of- 

. fcring him an acknowledgment for his fcr- 

vices. Bur, after he was gone, GiMbn told 

mc, thar, from things that had fallen from 

ftim, 



n 
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him, ihe fufpedted that Mr« Southgate 
would like to farm the lands himfelf, 
' I afked Gilfoo^ where was her foti \ She 
Ikid^ he was head-man to a farmer in the 
next pariih> but would be difengaged at 
Michaelmas. ^ 

I fcnt for Mr. Eltoo^ and told him thfe 
plan I had laidi which was, to take young 
Gilfon for my bailiff and overlooker. 

I faid^.Mrs. Gilfon's long and faithful 
fervices well dcfcrved a recompcnce j that 
I meant to continue her as houfekeeper for 
me at Woodlands, and to give her her fon's 
company and protcftion, which would be 
making her happy. I could truft the houfe 
and furniture to her care and fidelity: I 
and my children could go and come as 
it fuited US; and they would be always 
ready to receive us, and happy to fee us 
with tbcm. 

Mr. Elton faid, my plan was at once be- 
nevolent and prudent; but that he had 

N 2 fomething 
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fomething to propofc, that^ he thought^ 
would be an improvement to it, and what 
he was defired to mention to me. He 
fdid^ there were two farms laid together^and 
either of them was a fufficient one to employ 
one overlooker or tenant—that Mr. South- 
gate wanted to put his eldeft fon into buii- 
nefs, and wilhed to have one of thefc 
farms/ which was^ in a manner, under his 
own eye — that he would give me a fair 
price for it, and refer it to arbitrators 
chofcn between ourfclves. He wiflicd to 
have the land neareft his own — that there 
was an houfe upon it, which Mn Striftland 
let in tenements to three of his workmen j 
if I would have that houfe put into a 
tenantable ftate, he would be at half the 
expences, and in every thing would refer to 
a third perfon — that Mr. Southgate was 
my jieighbour and friend, and I might 
oblige him without any difadvantagc to 
niyrclf, but rather tliC contrary, 

I told 
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I told Mr, Elton, that I would readily 
adopt his improvtment to my fcheme; and 
that he fliould chufe a perfon to be my Ar- 
bitrator, and both of them (hould treat 
with Mr. Southgate. 

When I told Gilfon my intention re- 
fpefting her fon and herfelf, fhe could 
hardly believe that fuch good fortune was 
referved for her. Her joy and gratitude 
were extreme. I told her, I was deeply in 
her debt, for her good offices towards my- 
fclf, my hufband, and my children; and 
, I ihould ftudy for opportunities to repajr 
themr 

Mr. Elton and Mr. Southgate came to 
our houfe foon after. They brought with 
them two eminent farmers, as arbitrators 
between Mr. Southgate ^nd me. The 
lands were divided, the terms fettled, and 
men wcrefct to work to ditching. Fencing, 
and laying out the lands. The tenants 
were warned to leave the houfc as foon as 

N 3 poflible ', 
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poflible ; but I was concerned for them, 
and enquired after places for their accom- 
tnodacion. 

There were five cottages, that ftood 
ftraggling, with ground behind them : 
they were defttned to be pulled down, 
rather than be at the expencc of repair- 
ing them. 

Being ufed* to hear thefe fubje&s dill 
cuffed between Mr*. Stri&land and Mr. 
Soutbgate, I had imbibed the opinion, 
that coniblidadng farms, and deftroyiog 
vcottages, was. a cruel and wicked policy^ 
and had a tendency to depopulate the vil* 
lages, and deftroy the peafantry of the 

land^ I therefore declared noyfclf the pro- 
teftor and patronefs of this moft ufeful 

order of men, 

I bought the five cottages, and the 

ground about them. I ordered them to 

>bc put into thorough repair immediately. 

Three of them were appropriated t the 

three 
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three families tbac were warned out of 
the farm-houfe hired by Mr. Soutjigate j 
and they were to be got ready as foon as 
poflible. A fqurth I made confiderabk 
improvements in, and deftined it to a pur- 
pofc that I Ihall explain by and 6y. The 
fifth was allotted to a reduced family, that 
I proteded, 

I could have let twenty cottages, if I 
Jiad them to difpoie of ; but I had bufinefs 
enough upon my hands i and I was pleaied 
* m'lih^Bnd proud of, my new ellate. 

In the next place, I had to think of 
Henry Marney, and to appoint his defti- 
nation. 

I fent for the fchoolmafter; and en- 
quired of him, what kind of boy he wis, 
-and what proficiency he had made. 

The fchoolmafter fpoke very highly of 
him. He faid, that Henry Was an ex- 
ceeding clever youth, and de&rved a bet- 

N 4. -ter 
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ter education than it was in his power to 
give him. 

" Then he fliall have it/' faid Ij 
*' and I thank you for giving me this in- 
formation/* 

I paid the matter his due, and fbmething 
more. I ordered him to fend the boy to 
Woodlands in the following week. I 
determined to examine his capacity and 
difpofition, and to decide for him ac- 
cordingly. 

I put him into decent mourning before 
I took him into the fannily. I prefentcd 
him to my fon : I told him, this youth 
was dcfccnded from an honourable family, 
fallen into misfortunes, and I wifhed him 
to love and be kind to him. 

To Henry I faid — " This youth is to be 
your patron, friend, and benefaSors and 
you muft love and honour him/' 

He faid — *^ It is enough for me to know 

ft 

.that he is your fon/' 

I anfwered«-<* 
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I anfwered— " No : you mnft Jove bipci 
for bis own fake/' 

4 

*^ Buti I muft firft love him for yours. 
Caiv I ever forget what yoo^ h^ye. dooe for 
me and my grandfather ?" . . 

" ; You are r^ht to renjcmbcr it, my 
good lads butj in future^ I would wilh 
you to attach yourfelf to my fbn : he will 
have it in his power to be jour friend 
hereafter." 

He faid, he would obey me in every 
thing. 

My fon had never before a companiooy 
except his fitter. Young Marney (hewed 

him the plays of boys, in their difiirent 
|cafons : he played with him^ and amufed 
him in a way he had never known before^ 
I had no occafion to tell Jonathan to- 
love bis companion : he took a ftrong af- 
fection for him, and w^s never ealy but 
when he wiis with bifu.i and his gn;^teft 
fear was to lofe him. 

N J « Pray, 
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^' IVa^f manuiia/' lie wcmkl fay, *^ don't 
fend Henry away from cne again : I cannoc 

^ But, my diiid, he moft go to febool; 
and you tx)o." 

*' Then, let us go together,^ faid he% 

« and then I fhitt be happy.'' 

^' I will confider of it» and let you know 

in proper time/* 

r 

I confulted Mr. Elton about a fchool 
for them ; for I refoived that they ftould 
go together, and that I would encourage 
their frsendfiiip, in hopes of it's being oi 
mutual advantage to them. Young Mar- 
ney had nothing rude or vulgar in his 
manners. He Jiad converfed chiefly with 
his grandfather, who had not (uffered him 
to acquaint with other boys of his own de- 
gree, but had taught him courtefy and 
and gentlenefs. He had never had com- 
panions till he went to fchool, where he 

behaved 



4)e}uived lb weH m to be beloveds by the 
ma&er and tile fcholars*, '' 

In two years time^ he was much iimh 
proved: he read Engliik very wtlt» and 
wrote a tolerable hand* There was a 
fi^ndation laid» ^pon whkrb Ihpuld* be 
rai&d any kiqd of cdifipe that laigbt, be 
judged nece08^ and proper. 

I have not fpoken of his grand&dier; 
jbuty I cruft^ you will give me credit for my 
conduct towards him. 

You will thinks 1 could not take his 
darling under my roof^ and forgiet the cares 
and fuiferings of his venerable parent. 

It was one of my cares to provide a b^d 
of repofe for his old age. It was now in 
my power to do it, without injury to an}f 
one. I had been contriving a place of 
peace and comfort for his refidence^ 

There were tw,o old women> fifters^ 

* ' » '. 

who were under a peculiar diftrefs. I had 
yQifted them privately in my huiband's 

N 6 life- 
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life- time, but now 1 took them opentf 
under my protoftion. . . 

They bad livtd in 8 miferable cottage, 
chat hardly Ihdeered tbem from the veaip- 
ther. One was a widow^ die otdier an oM 
maideo* The widow had a daugbcer, 
gmwn up ; (he and the fifter wtfst one t^ 
walhing, ironing, cleaning, and every other, 
kind of women's work* The widow was 

lame r Ihe Kaid at home, did needle-.work> 
and fpun wool. 

They were honeft and indudrioiis, and? 
got their living; and always paid their rent 
pundually, which was forty flnlHhgs a 
year. Sicknefi vifited this poor fanntily :- 
the widow was • hud by with the rhcip- 
matifin ; the fifter and daughter had agues; 
They were incap^le of work, and lired 
upon the little they had &ved to pay their 
rent. The owner of the cottage, ahDcft ash 
poor as themfclves, prej&d for the renr. 
They were going to fell their beds, and ta 

lie: 



i 
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oti the ft9or, when Mr. Elton heard df 
their diftrcfs. He made jc ; corileftion for 
tliem:; tite rent was paid V and they /re- 
maiiied in the cottage,. -which' w:w to tbcm 
a oon!ifoftd9l& dweUing. 

Mifs Elton made their cafe known to 
me; I had a receipt for an- ague, of ap* 
proved efficacy, which I fent them ; and 
aUb viftuals> which were wanting to mak« 
my medicine take effe6t. I fent them 
warm coverlids for their beds, and ordered 
the thatching of their houfe to be repaired. 

Between the Eltons and myfclf, we* car- 
ried ihem through a fevcre. Winter. In the 
fpring, they recovered, and returned to 
their work and their wages again. 

From this time, I kept my eye< upon 
them, and gave them cafwl affiftances t 
and with tbem I iatendcd to place mj 
ffknd Balderibn.. ^ ^ 

For them I rtfcrvcd my fourth cottage j 



to which I made great addition* and im^ 

« 

provemeiiCio 

There was an entry with a door on eacb 
fide of it ; a ftair-»cale^ which divided the 
two upper rooms 4 a kind cf krft cnrcr 
thefe, to put lumber in* The beft room 
DO the upper floor was for Balderfim. . I 
furnilhed it with a good lin&y^wolfey beii 
aiid window-curtaio; the reft of the &rni» 
ture fuitable and comfortable. In the 
room below ftairs> I put a matt and great 
ohair for Mn Balderfon> and feveral odier 
necefiaries and conveniencies. . 

I fet them rent-free^ paid them for 
Balderfon's board, and fettled them a com* 
fortable and happy family. 

I had likewife 4:0 reduce and regulate 
my own family. 

At Michaelmas, Mr. Jofcph Gilfbn en- 
tered my fervicc. The head-man was very 
much ofleoded: he iktd, he was as ca- 
pable 



y 
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pabk of overlooking the &im a& Joe Q'lU 
{ouj and he would not flay to have another 
(ervant p^t over him* 

I iaidj he was at libelty to go, or to ftaf 
upon my cooditions^ He iaid> that wa^ a 
poor reward for faithful fervioes. 
. I told him, he might ftay till he could 
get a place that fuited him^ and I was ready 
to give him a good charaAer, which, I 
thought, was all that was due from me 
tohim^ 

The man was diHatisfied, and went 
grumbling about the houfc 

I thought there was fome ttB&yn for his 
complaint, and confidered how to ia-< 
tisfy him. 

I fpoke to Mr. Southgate upon the fub-> 
je£t ; and he offered to take him as head* 
msLii to his fon in the new farm* He fpoke 
to him, and engaged him in his fervice^ 
which made all eafy* 

I retained 
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• I retained no more fervants' than were 
nereffary far the management of the famn^ 
Mrs* Gilfon was to be miftrefs vf them att, 
and to give me an account of their pro- 
ceedings. Mr. Southgate promifed to fu- 
perintend the farming bufmefe* 

Mr. Elton recommended rae to a 
worthy clergyman, his friend, who toot 
twenty yonths to educate. He faid, they 
had all the advantages of a public fchool, 
without the dangers of one ; and, he 
dx>ught, I could not do better than to 
place my fon there. 

I enquired, whether two vacancies were 
there 2 I received for anfwer, that thei^ 
would be two after Chriftmas. 

^ I refolved to ftay at Woodlands till I 
fliould have fulfilled this^duty^.and theato^ 
go to London for a month or two. I fi>^ 
liciced Mr. Elton to ^vc me his daij^ter's< 
company to London. . He was. very i3o*« 

willing 
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Vrilling to comply with my rcqueft. He 
faid, London was the place, of all others, 
the moft likely to fpoil young people ; to 
pervert their good principles, and give 
them bad ones inftead of them. I pro- 
mifed to take care what company I fhould 
carry her into. I returned to the charge 
fo often, that he could not entirely refofe 
me; but he infifted that fhe Ihould return 
on his firft notice. He faid, he was not 
certain that London would not corrupt 
me J that he fhould judge by me, Kow far 
his daughters were to be trufted, and 
whether they could return to their own 
ftation again. 

Between Michaelmas and Chriftmas, I 
made an excurfion through the counties of 
Norfolk, Suffolk, and EfTex, accompanied 
by Mifs Elton and my daughter, and left 
my boys to the care of Mrs. Gilfon. Thk 
tour vms of farice to my health aod 

^icita.^ 
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fpirits. I WIS amnfed, and enjoyi 
liberty without abufing iu 



•* 'Tow'red cities pleafe us Aen, 
^ And the hnfy hvtm of ratB» 



«« 



I had been fo long fecluded from theie 
fcenes^ that it Teemed like going into 
another w(»rld$ and I feecned afraid of 
mixing in fociecy. 

I was aftoniihed at furveying the tracks 
and manxifadlures of different towns^. and 
the buz of the number of inhabitants*. 

I ftaid not long any wfaere> and re- 
turned to Woodlands before Chriftims. I 

thought there was iomething right m 
fpending my Chriftmas there^ I had not 

run away from it immediately \ I had em- 
ployed my time ufefuUy ; and> when I bad 
fent my ion to fchool^ I wa^ free to enjby 
that liberty ^ which I had been £> long 
deprived. 

Mr. Elton gave me <:redit fear it : he 
.praifed my conduct ^ and faid, it gave him 

confidence 
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confidence in me in future, and encouraged 
him to truft his daughter to my care. 

The boys were rejoiced at my return, 
and gave me unfeigned marks of afFcftion 
^nd fincerity. 

My daughter was offended at being cx« 
eluded from their plays and exercifes ; but 
now, fhe took upon her, from being al- 
lowed, to go abroad with me, and to fee 
great towns, and to give account of her 
travels. 

■\ As fopn as the holidays were over, I 
carried the boys to fchool. I cautioned 
Henry Marney againft nnentioning the 
manner of life he had led with his grand- 
father; but, at the fame time> to avoid 
telHng untruths ; but to be difcreet, and 
•to know how to keep a fecret. 

I told the mailer, that this boy was de- 
fcended from a good family, but by mif- 
fortwies reduced to tndigeocc; that he 
had loft fame time in his education, and 

I wilhed 
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I wiihed him to have additional IcfTons^ that 
he might recx>vcr the ground he had loft. 
My fbn oaght to have been fcnt to fchool 
fooner; but he was four years younger, 
and might recover, and overtake the other 
youths of his age.. 

Balderfon parted with his Henry with a 
magnanimity that did him honour. He 
thought any reluiElance on his part, would 
be ingratitude to his and his child's bene- 
fadon 

I now prepared f6r Iny journey to Lon- 
don. I hired a job-coach, which carried 
Mifs Elton, myfelf, my daughter, and Toy 
maid Peggy. 

I promifcd myfclf a great deal of plca- 
(ure, but found myfelf as much dii^p* 
pointed as people generally are in the 
fchemes they form, and the expeftadona 
they build upon theoi. 

Mifi Elton and I were like' people 
dropt frooi the clouds into* a Arrange land. 

We 
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We knew nobody, nor did anybody know 
X2S. There feemed to me a ftrange altera* 
tion in the drefles and manners of the 
people : they were as foreigners to me, 
and I to them. We faw the new buildings, 
and admired the magnitude and popu- 
loufneft of the great city. . We faw all 
that excites admiration and furprize ; the 
churches, the theatres^ the pantheon, the 
hofpitals, and all that ftrangersrdefire to fee. 

We were, indeed, as much ftrangers as 
if we had come from another country; 
and wanted an interpreter, to make us un^ 
derftand all we faw ; for to us it was in- 
comprehenfible. 

I had been there but once before, Mifs 
Elton never ; and we were exaftly in the 
fame ftate of ignorance, wonder, and difap- 
pointnient. 

In the churches, we heard the doctrines 
of high Calvinifm, which I always thought 
had beca confined to the difiibntnrs.; and, I 

was 



314 SCHOOL FOIt WIBOUrs; 

was told^ all the' popular preachers held 
forth thefc dc^;mas. They frightened me^ 
but they did not convince me. 

I faid fomething o£ this kind to Mifs 
Elton. A gentlemaivlike man, who afllfted 
us to our coach, heard me. 

*' He faid— " You have heard. Madam, 
that the good people of England like to 
be told they are ruined.' In like manner, 
they are heft pleafed with thofe preachers 
who fend them all to the devil. There 
is a fafliion in preaching, as in every 
thing elf<5; and thefc men are now all the 
fafhion.*' 

I thanked him for his information : but 
I dared not encourage his acquaintance; 
for, 1 had been told, it was dangerous to 
converfe with ftrangers in London . 

I was equally difappointed at the 
theatres. The good old plays, that I was 
ufcd to admire, were fo mutilated, that 

I hardly 



■ ■* 
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I hardly knew them again ; and the ncvr 
ones had nothing that interefted me. 

A third fubjcdt gave mc feriom con- 
cern — the increaie of criminals, and the 
improvements in the arts of dealing and 
picking pockets, houfc-brcaking^ and every 
kind of robbery. 

** Surely,''Maid I, ** thefe are not merely 
conjeftures : thiy arc demonftrations of the 
increafe. of vice of every kind ; and that 
our laws, or the adminiftration of them, 
are very dcfeftive. There niuft be great 
faults fomewhcre." 

We new-modelled our cloaths, but not 
to the extremes of fafhion. I refolved to 
attempt a medium between them. But 
Fafliion loves extremes, and demands un- 
limited homage from her votaries: to 
her they facrifice reafon, propriety, and 
even common fenfe. 

I once faw the following lines written in 
a lady's pocket-book. If the admonition 

is 
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is goody it (ignifies nothing who was the 
author— 

** htt Bot yovr fomii or incKoatlon^ 
^* Be goTnii*<l by the harlot Fafluon j 
^* Treat her, in manners, and in drefsf 
** At handmaid, not as goTernefs/* 

I honour thofe who have courage enough 
to withftand the torrent ; aqd, without af- 
fedting iingularity, drefs wiehin the bounds 
of modcifty, and fimplicity of manners : ic 
indicates every thing that is right. 

Mr. Elton began to remonftrate on our 
ftay in London. We went thither on the 
twentieth of January, and ftaid till the 
end of -March. His laft letter was raorc 
like a command than a requefl:. Mifs 
Elton refolved to obey it, and I to carry 
her fafely home. 

We were joyfully received at the par- 
fonage. Mr. Elton confeffed I was better 
than he expeded, and returned to his firft 

notice. 

- My 
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My. worthy Gil fon wept for joy at my 
rttarn to Woodlands. She faidj. that I had 
fpoilcd her. by my Jfe:i/idnefs and indulgence^ 
and fhe could hardly endure niy abfciicc^ 
I aflured her^ I fhould fee her often ; and 
that I had not yet determined where to fix 
my refidence in the winter, and in furamcr 
I fliould be chiefly at Woodlands. 

I made an excurfion in the fpring, and 
took Kitty Elton for my, companion. Her 
father limited the time of my return. 
Finding he was unwilling to let his daugh- 
ters be long abfent from home, and was in 
prudent apprehenfion of their being un- 
fettled, and uneafy in the ftation where 
Heaven had placed them, I caft about for 
a companion whom I might retain with 
me, and who might aflift me in the educa- 
tion of my daughter. 

My mind reded, wpon yon,, my dear. 
Fanny. I began my chace after jou, I 

Vol. II. 0. wcu 
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fient to feveral places before I could find 
any tne^hs to trace you* A{ laitj 1 went 
to W-'***-'! thett I ttitt wkh Mr&; Mama 
and Mrs. Bailey; atid» by their meansj» 1 
got a kind of accefs to my friend, 

* Tou have told me your ftory •, and yoii 
have infiftcd upon mine, I have given It 
finctrely; and I expeft ycmr rotiuu-ks mth 
refpeffc and apprehenfion. 

And now, my dear friend, I draw my 
biifinefs to a point, and muft in(ill upon a 
o^egorical anfwer. 

You alk, what farther I have to aft of 
you ? How far does my curiofity extend ? 
Even to the extent of the limits you havA 
prefcrtbed to ic 

You hav€ told me, you arc engaged ia 
the fervicc of an unfortunate lady, whoj 
wanted a friend, and dc ferved to find ope. 
You hwf e half ^nm&^ to i«latc h«r ^m. 

The 



The ftory of ah haontcid'hcmrcs^ asidia 
lady deranged in her mhnt^atfd rdl«rod t^ 
your officis^ !b foficiintlf iintepifting t& 
excite a colder i^noficy tlnm ^inej^ Bii^ 
\vhen I have heard 1% I «n to jmJge^ wlie* 
tbejr you caoj^ and whiethet you ought to 
leave her« 

This briflgs^ me to the fecond poiat I 
have to infift oq. 

When you have told me this ftory^ I 
miift again a&i whether^ and wben^ you 
will permit me to fee you i Sh^ I conne ca 
you^ or will you come to mt ? 

If you refufe to tell me this^ and conceal 
yourfclf from me in myftery and obfcurity^ 
I muft then give you up to the peribn who 
holds you by a ftironger tie than a long 
friendffaip and difinterefted ailtfiton. 

This I am unwilling to believe. Ybu' 
have told mt great part of your ftbry, ancf 
g^ven me reafon to expcGt the remamder." 

I wait 



jao WHOOL FOR WIDOWS. 

I wait for your next jvith no fmall dc* 
gree of impatience : it will enable me to* 
decide on many things that are yet ii> 
fuipence» Hailea it to me as foon an 
poITible^ and depend upon my fidelity and 
iccrecy where it is neceJSary* I am^ my 
dear friend^ 

Tours unfeignedly, 

R At^HJBL StRICTLAKO^ 
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